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South Carolina High School Core Area Standards- United States History and the Constitution 
Correlations to Wright Group/McGraw-Hill’s American History I, 2 

The focus of United States History and the Constitution is the story of the American people from the period of the Mesoamerica civilizations to the 
present day. Instruction should emphasize the elements of social studies literacy: the tools, strategies, and perspectives necessary for understanding the 
four disciplines addressed in this subject area (History, Economics, Political science, Geography).  
Standard USHC-1:  The student will demonstrate an understanding of the settlement of North 
America. 

American History 1 
DVD Ch 3-6 Activities, Timeline 

Indicator 

USHC-1.1
  

Summarize the distinct characteristics of each colonial region in the settlement and development of 
America, including religious, social, political, and economic differences. (H, E, P, G) 

Ch 3, pgs 38-48 
Ch 4, pgs 53-67 
Ch 5, pgs 71-85 
Ch 6, pgs 87-101 
BL 18-23, 27-30, 33-36, 38, 43, 
45-46 
T 7, 9, 18 

Standard USHC-2: The student will demonstrate an understanding of the establishment of the 
United States as a new nation 

DVD Ch 7-12 Activities, 
Timeline 

Indicators 

USHC-2.1  

Summarize the early development of representative government and political rights in the American 
colonies, including the influence of the British political system, the rule of law and the conflict 
between the colonial legislatures and the royal governors. (P, H)  

Ch 7, pgs 105-116 
BL 27, 49, 51-55 
T 7 

USHC-2.2 Explain the impact of the Declaration of Independence and the American Revolution on the American 
colonies and on the world at large. (H, P, E) 

Ch 8, pgs 126-133 
Doc, pgs 327-329 
BL 58-60, 62-63 
T 12 

USHC-2.3 Explain the development and effectiveness of the Articles of Confederation. (H, P) Ch 9, pgs 140-145 
BL 65 

USHC-2.4 Summarize the creation of a new national government, including the new state constitutions, the 
country’s economic crisis, the Founding Fathers and their debates at the Constitutional Convention, 
the impact of the Federalist Papers, and the subsequent ratification of the Constitution. (H, P) 

Ch 9, pgs 139-150 
Doc, pgs 330-344 
BL 65, 69-71, 73-74 

USHC-2.5 Analyze underlying political philosophies, the fundamental principles, and the purposes of the United 
States Constitution and the Bill of Rights, including the ideas behind the separation of powers and the 
system of checks and balances and the influence of the Magna Carta, the English Bill of Rights, and 
the colonial charters. (P, H) 

Ch 9, L3, pgs 147-150 
Ch 10, pgs 155-164 
Doc, pgs 339-344 
BL 73-76, 78 

USHC-2.6 Compare differing economic and political views in the conflict between Thomas Jefferson and 
Alexander Hamilton that led to the emergence of the American two-party political system. (P, H, E) 

Ch 11, pgs 173-179 
BL 82-87 

USHC-2.7 Summarize the origins and the evolution of the United States Supreme Court and the power it has 
today, including John Marshall’s precedent-setting decisions such as that in Marbury v. Madison. (H, 
P) 

Ch 10, L2, pgs 158-160 
Ch 11, L1, pgs 172-173 
Ch 12, L 1, pg 188 
BL 94 
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Standard USHC-3: The student will demonstrate an understanding of the westward movement 
and the resulting regional conflicts that took place in America in the nineteenth century. 

DVD Ch 9, 12, 14, 17-18 
Activities, Timeline 

Indicators  
 
USHC-3.1 

Explain the impact and challenges of westward movement, including the major land acquisitions, 
people’s motivations for moving west, railroad construction, the displacement of Native Americans, 
and the its impact on the developing American character. (H, G, E)  

Ch 9, L 1, pgs 141-142 
Ch 12, L 1, pg. 189 
Ch 17, pgs 271, 277  
Ch 18, L 1, pgs 279-281 
BL 81, 91-92, 94, 98, 100-103, 
111, 133-134, 141-142 
T 2, 6, 10, 13, 15 

USHC-3.2  Explain how the Monroe Doctrine and the concept of manifest destiny affected United States’ 
relationships with foreign powers, including the role of the Texas Revolution and the Mexican War. 
(H, E, P, G) 

Ch 14, L 1, pg 218 
Ch 17, L2, pgs 269-271 
Ch 18, pgs 281-285, 291 
BL 108, 110, 137-140, 142-143 
T 11 

USHC-3.3 Compare economic development in different regions of the country during the early nineteenth 
century, including agriculture in the South, industry and finance in the North, and the development of 
new resources in the West. (E, H, G) 

Ch 17, pgs 265-274 
Ch 18, L 3, pgs 287-288 
BL 117-118, 130-132, 134 

Standard USHC-4: The student will demonstrate an understanding of the causes and the course of 
the Civil War and Reconstruction in America. 

DVD Ch 15-16, 18-20 Activities, 
Timeline 

Indicators 

USHC-4.1 

 Compare the social and cultural characteristics of the North, the South, and the West during the 
antebellum period, including the lives of African Americans and social reform movements such as 
abolition and women’s rights. (H, P, G) 

Ch 15, pgs 235-245 
Ch 16, pgs 249-256 
BL 113-119, 121-127 

USHC-4.2 Explain how the political events and issues that divided the nation led to civil war, including the 
compromises reached to maintain the balance of free and slave states, the successes and failures of the 
abolitionist movement, the conflicting views on states’ rights and federal authority, the emergence of 
the Republican Party and its win in 1860, and the formation of the Confederate States of America. (H, 
P)  

Ch 18, L 3, pgs 286-288 
Ch 19, pgs 295-307, 309 
Ch 20, L 1, pg 311 
BL 145-151, 155 

USHC-4.3 Outline the course and outcome of the Civil War, including the role of African American military 
units; the impact of the Emancipation Proclamation; and the geographic, political, and economic 
factors involved in the defeat of the Confederacy. (H, G, E, P) 

Ch 20, pgs 312-323, 325 
BL 153-154, 156-159 
T 3 

  American History 2 
DVD Ch 1 Activities, Timeline 

USHC-4.4 Summarize the effects of Reconstruction on the southern states and the roles of the Thirteenth, 
Fourteenth, and Fifteenth Amendments in that era. (H, P) 

Ch 1, pgs 5-13 
BL 1, 3-7 

USHC-4.5 Summarize the progress made by African Americans during Reconstruction and the subsequent 
reversals brought by Reconstruction’s end, including the creation of the Freedmen’s Bureau, gains in 
educational and political opportunity, and the rise of anti–African American factions and legislation. 
(H, E, G, P) 

Ch 1, pgs 12-17 
BL 2-7 
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Standard USHC-5: The student will demonstrate an understanding of major social, political, and 
economic developments that took place in the United States during the second half of the nineteenth 
century. 

DVD Ch 2-6 Activities, Timeline 

Indicators 

USHC-5.1
  

Summarize developments in business and industry, including the ascent of new industries, the rise of 
corporations through monopolies and corporate mergers, the role of industrial leaders such as John D. 
Rockefeller and Andrew Carnegie, the influence of business ideologies, and the increasing 
availability of consumer goods and the rising standard of living. (E, H) 

Ch 2, L 1, pgs 23-25 
Ch 3, pgs 39-46 
BL 17, 19-23 

USHC-5.2  Summarize the factors that influenced the economic growth of the United States and its emergence as 
an industrial power, including the abundance of natural resources; government support and protection 
in the form of tariffs, labor policies, and subsidies; and the expansion of international markets 
associated with industrialization. (E, G, H, P)  

Ch 3, pgs 43-44, 47-50 
Ch 5, L1, pgs 73-74 
BL 20, 22 
T 3 

USHC-5.3 Explain the transformation of America from an agrarian to an industrial economy, including the effects 
of mechanized farming, the role of American farmers in facing economic problems, and the rise of the 
Populist movement. (H, E, P) 

Ch 2, L2, pgs 26-28 
Ch 4, L 3, pgs 63-67 
 BL 10-14, 27-28, 30 

USHC-5.4 Analyze the rise of the labor movement, including the composition of the workforce of the country in 
terms of gender, race/ethnicity, and skills; working conditions for men, women, and children; and 
union protests and strikes and the government’s reactions to these forms of unrest. (H, E) 

Ch 2, L3 , pgs 47-53 
BL 18, 20, 22, 42-44, 46 

USHC-5.5 Explain the causes and effects of urbanization in late nineteenth-century America, including the 
movement from farm to city, the continuation of the women’s suffrage movement, and the migration 
of African Americans to the North and the Midwest. (H, G, E, P) 

Ch 4, L2, pgs 59-61 
Ch 6, L3, pgs 96-100 
BL 27-28, 30, 45-46 

USHC-5.6 Explain the influx of immigrants into the United States in the late nineteenth century in relation to the 
specific economic, political, and social changes that resulted, including the growth of cities and urban 
ethnic neighborhoods, the restrictions on immigration that were imposed, and the immigrants’ 
responses to the urban political machines. (H, G, P, E) 

Ch 4, pgs 55-61 
Ch 6, L3, pg 99 
BL 26-30, 46 
T 4 

USHC-5.7 Compare the accomplishments and limitations of the progressive movement in effecting social and 
political reforms in America, including the roles of Theodore Roosevelt, Jane Addams, W. E. B. 
DuBois, and Booker T. Washington. (H, P, E) 

Ch 4, L2, pg 61 
Ch 6, pgs 89-94, 101 
BL 30 
T 6 

Standard USHC-6: The student will demonstrate an understanding of foreign developments that 
contributed to the United States’ emergence as a world power in the twentieth century. 

DVD Ch 5-7 Activities, Timeline 

Indicators 

USHC-6.1 

Analyze the development of American expansionism, including the change from isolationism to 
intervention, the rationales for imperialism based on Social Darwinism and expanding capitalism, and 
domestic tensions. (H, G, E)   

Ch 5, pgs 73-75, 82-83 
BL 34-36, 38 
 

USHC-6.2 Explain the influence of the Spanish-American War on the emergence of the United States as a world 
power, including reasons for America’s declaring war on Spain, United States interests and expansion 
in the South Pacific, debates between pro- and anti-imperialists over annexation of the Philippines, 
and changing worldwide perceptions of the United States. (H, G, E) 

Ch 5, pgs 76-80, 85 
BL 35-38 
T 5 
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USHC-6.3 Compare United States foreign policies in different regions of the world during the early twentieth 
century, including the purposes and effects of the Open Door policy with China, the United States role 
in the Panama Revolution, Theodore Roosevelt’s “big stick diplomacy,” William Taft’s “dollar 
diplomacy,” and Woodrow Wilson’s “moral diplomacy.” (H, G, E) 

Ch 5, L3, pgs 82-84 
Ch 6, L2, pgs 93-95 
BL 35-36, 38 
T 15 

USHC-6.4 Outline the causes and course of World War I, focusing on the involvement of the United States, 
including the effects of nationalism, ethnic and ideological conflicts, and Woodrow Wilson’s 
leadership in the Treaty of Versailles and the League of Nations. (H, P) 

Ch 7, pgs 107-119 
BL 49-55 
T 7, 8 

Standard USHC-7: The student will demonstrate an understanding of the economic boom-and-bust 
in America in the 1920s and 1930s, its resultant political instability, and the subsequent worldwide 
response. 

DVD Ch 6, 8-9 Activities, 
Timeline 

Indicators 

USHC-7.1 

 Explain the social, cultural, and economic effects of scientific innovation and consumer financing 
options in the 1920s on the United States and the world, including the advent of aviation, the 
expansion of mass production techniques, the invention of new home appliances, and the role of 
transportation in changing urban life. (H, E) 

Ch 8, L1, pgs 124-125 
BL 57, 60, 62 

USHC-7.2 Explain cultural responses to the period of economic boom-and-bust, including the Harlem 
Renaissance; new trends in literature, music, and art; and the effects of radio and movies. (H, E) 

Ch 8, L1, pgs 122-125 
TE pgs 122, 125 
BL 58, 60, 62 

USHC-7.3 Explain the causes and effects of the social conflict and change that took place during the 1920s, 
including the role of women and their attainment of the right to vote, the “Red Scare” and the Sacco 
and Vanzetti case, the resurgence of the Ku Klux Klan, immigration quotas, Prohibition, and the 
Scopes trial. (H, P) 

Ch 6, pgs 92, 96-97 
Ch 8, L1, pgs 123-124 
BL 59, 62 

USHC-7.4 Explain the causes and effects of the stock market crash of 1929 and the Great Depression, including 
the disparity in incomes, limited government regulation, stock market speculation, and the collapse of 
the farm economy; wealth distribution, investment, and taxes; government policies and the Federal 
Reserve System; and the effects of the Depression on human beings and the environment. (H, E, G, P)

Ch 8, pgs 127-133, 135 
Ch 9, L1, pgs 139-140 
BL 60-63 
T 9 

USHC-7.5 Compare the first and second New Deals as responses to the economic bust of the Great Depression, 
including the rights of women and minorities in the workplace and the successes, controversies, and 
failures of recovery and reform measures such as the labor movement. (H, P, E) 

Ch 9, pgs 140-146 
BL 65, 68-71 
T 16 

Standard USHC-8: The student will demonstrate an understanding of the impact of World War II 
on United States’ foreign and domestic policies. 

DVD Ch 9-11, 13 Activities, 
Timeline 

Indicators 

USHC-8.1 

 Analyze the United States’ decision to enter World War II, including the rise and aggression of 
totalitarian regimes in Italy under Benito Mussolini, in Germany under Adolf Hitler, and in Japan 
under Hideki Tojo; the United States’ movement from a policy of isolationism to international 
involvement; and the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor. (H, P)  

Ch 9, L3, pgs 148-149 
Ch 10, L1, pgs 153-156 
BL 70, 75, 78 

USHC-8.2 Summarize and illustrate on a time line the major events and leaders of World War II, including the 
Battle of the Bulge and the major battles at Midway, Normandy, Iwo Jima, and Okinawa; the turning 
points of the war for the Allies; the dropping of atomic bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki; and the 
roles of Franklin D. Roosevelt, Winston Churchill, Joseph Stalin, and Charles de Gaulle. (H) 

Ch 10, pgs 154-161 
BL 75-79 
T 10-12 
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USHC-8.3 Summarize the impact of World War II and war mobilization on the home front, including war bond 
drives, rationing, the role of women and minorities in the workforce, and racial and ethnic tensions 
such as those caused by the internment of Japanese Americans. (H, E) 

Ch 10, L3, pgs 162-167 
BL 73-76, 78 

USHC-8.4 Summarize the responses of the United States and the Allies to war crimes, including the Holocaust 
and war crimes trials. (H) 

TE Ch 10, pg 156 

USHC-8.5 Explain the lasting impact of the scientific and technological developments in America after World 
War II, including new systems for scientific research, medical advances, improvements in agricultural 
technology, and resultant changes in the standard of living and demographic patterns. (H, G, E) 

Ch 11, L1, pgs 190-192 
Ch 13, L1, pgs 207-211 
BL 97-103 

Standard USHC-9: The student will demonstrate an understanding of the social, economic, and 
political events that impacted the United States during the Cold War era. 

DVD Ch 11-18 Activities, 
Timeline 

Indicators 

USHC-9.1 

 Explain the causes and effects of social and cultural changes in postwar America, including 
educational programs, expanding suburbanization, the emergence of the consumer culture, the 
secularization of society and the reemergence of religious conservatism, and the roles of women in 
American society. (H, E)  

Ch 11, L1, pgs 173-175 
Ch 12, L1, pgs 189-192 
Ch 13, pgs 207-210, 216-218 
BL 81, 83, 86, 89, 92, 94, 102 

USHC-9.2 Summarize the origins and course of the Cold War, including the containment policy; the conflicts in 
Korea, Africa, and the Middle East; the Berlin Airlift and the Berlin Wall; the Bay of Pigs and Cuban 
missile crisis; the nuclear arms race; the effects of the “Red Scare” and McCarthyism; and the role of 
military alliances. (H, G, P) 

Ch 11, pgs 176-185 
Ch 12, L3, pgs 197-199 
Ch 14, L2, pgs 227-231 
BL 82-87,92-94,106,109-110, 113 

USHC-9.3 Summarize the key events and effects of the Vietnam War, including the Gulf of Tonkin Resolution 
and the Tet offensive; the protests and opposition to the war; and the policies of presidents John 
Kennedy, Lyndon Johnson, and Richard Nixon. (H, P, G) 

Ch 12, L3, pgs 200-201 
Ch 15, L3, pgs 249-253 
Ch 17, L2, pgs 278-279 
BL 114, 117-118, 131-132, 134 
T 13 

USHC-9.4 Compare the domestic and foreign policies of the period—including Kennedy’s New Frontier, 
Johnson’s Great Society, and Nixon’s establishment of environmental protection and rapprochement 
with China—as well as relations with the Soviet Union and the continuing crises in the Middle East 
under all administrations from Harry Truman to Jimmy Carter. (H, G, P) 

Ch 12, L3, pg 199 
Ch 14, pgs 224, 232-233 
Ch 15, L2, pgs 245-247 
Ch 17, pgs 275-282 
Ch 18, pgs 296-302 
BL 110, 115, 118, 130-132, 134, 
139, 142, 144 

USHC-9.5 Explain the movements for racial and gender equity and civil liberties, including their initial 
strategies, landmark court cases and legislation, the roles of key civil rights advocates, and the 
influence of the civil rights movement on other groups seeking ethnic and gender equity. (H, P) 

Ch 12, L2, pgs 193-196 
Ch 13, L2, pg 214 
Ch 14, L1, pg 225 
Ch 15, pgs 242-247 
Ch 16, pgs 257-269 
TE pg 192 
BL 89-90,92,94-95,105,118,121-
126, 145 
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Standard USHC-10: The student will demonstrate an understanding of developments in foreign 
policy and economics that have taken place in the United States since the fall of the Soviet Union 
and its satellite states in 1992. 

DVD Ch 19-20 Activities, 
Timeline 

Indicators 

USHC-
10.1 

Summarize key events in United States foreign policy from the end of the Reagan administration to 
the present, including changes to Middle East policy, the impact of United States involvement in the 
Persian Gulf, and the rise of global terrorism. (P, H, G) 

Ch 19, L3, pgs 319-321 
Ch 20, pgs 327-328, 333-339 
BL 146-147, 149-151, 158 
T 14 

USHC-
10.2 

Summarize key economic issues in the United States since the fall of communist states, including 
recession, the national debt and deficits, legislation affecting organized labor and labor unions, 
immigration, and increases in economic disparity. (E, H, P) 

Ch 19, L3, pg 321 
Ch 20, pgs 325-326, 331-332, 338 
BL 157-158 
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