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Concise instruction and review for  
passing the GED Tests!

Each textbook in the Top 50 Skills for GED Success series contains:

•  Fifty essential skills for each GED Test

•  Two-page lesson format with instruction and practice on a single skill

•  Pretest and posttest to determine student mastery on each essential skill

A CD-ROM is available for each subject 
providing additional tests, study plans, 
and more.
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“This book is a “MUST 
HAVE.” I highly recommend 
the Top 50 Math Skills.”

--Anita

 Take the pretest to 
identify strengths 
and weaknesses.

The two-page sample lesson addresses 
each skill and provides follow-up practice.
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“Top 50 Math Skills is an excellent 
book to use in the GED classroom 
to work on specific skills that 
students need help on. All our 
teachers use it and love it.“

--Janel Stryker

“The book gives great examples 
of the 3 kinds of questions on the 
test. The Top 50 Math book re-
views skills that are tough to find 
in other math books . . . . Thank 
you, we love the book.”

--Kristi

Take the postest to 
determine GED readiness.

Identify the problems you missed 
on the pretest and use the lessons 

to master those skills.

Skill Instruction page GED Readiness page

Number, Number Sense, and Operations Related Skills: 4, 9, 17, and 1832

A set of three music CDs regularly sells for $44.00. The set is
on sale at a 25% discount. If the sales tax is 5%, what is the

total cost of the CDs?

� $46.20 � $34.65
� $42.60 � $30.80
� $39.40

Solution
Write a sentence that describes the solution.

Total cost equals sale price plus sales tax.

To find the total cost, find the sum of . . .

• the sale price and

• the sales tax

Step 1
sale price equals regular price minus discount

sale price � $44.00 � (25% of $44.00)

� $44.00 � ($44.00 � 0.25)

� $44.00 � $11.00

sale price � $33.00

Step 2
total cost equals sale price plus sales tax

total cost � $33.00 � (5% of $33.00)

� $33.00 � ($33.00 � 0.05)

� $33.00 � $1.65

total cost � $34.65

Alternate Solution
Step 1
Notice that the sale price is
75% of the original price:

75% � 100% � 25%

Sale price � 75% of $44.00

� $44.00 � 0.75

� $33.00

Step 2
One way of adding 5% of a
number to itself is to multiply 
the number by 1.05.

1 � 5% � 1 � 0.05 � 1.05

Total cost � 1.05 � $33.00

� $34.65

The Casio fx-260SOLAR has a short-cut for
computing sale price (percent discount)
and for adding sales tax (percent increase).
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Now, use the calculator to add the sales tax to the sale price.
%  
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First, use the calculator to find the sale price.
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