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Literature Content Standard 1 
Students construct meaning as they comprehend, interpret, analyze and respond to literary 
works. 

Rationale 
The “meaning” of a piece of work is not a rigid, unchanging interpretation by an expert. Meanings 
depend upon readers, upon the times, and upon the interaction of reader and literary work. 
Authors provide clues, judgments, and insights about life that influence a reader’s attitude. 
Students actively engage with text to build their own understanding. Thus, students understand 
what they read as it relates to what they know. 

Benchmarks 
Students will: 

1. make predictions and connections between 
new literary works and previous 
information/experiences and explore questions 
about the impact of literary elements. 

Student Edition: 
RH8, RH10 
Active Reading Model 121 #4 
Get Ready to Read 11, 129, 429 
Practice the Skills 168 #1, 174 #9, 549 #2, 710 #1 
Reading Workshop 146-147, 164-165, 706-707 
Skills Preview 167, 179, 709 
Skills Review 159, 177, 183, 553, 561, 731 

Standards for Literature 
End of Grade 8 

iterature 
Reading with Purpose 
Course 1 

 © 2007 

L 

Montana 



 
Standards for Literature 2 Literature: Reading with Purpose 
End of Grade 8  Course 1 © 2007 

 

STANDARDS PAGE REFERENCES 

2. identify and comprehend the main idea and 
supporting facts and details, and summarize 
ideas in own words. 

Student Edition: 
RH11, RH12 
Active Reading Model 6 #4 
Practice the Skills 72 #1, 78 #1, 81 #4-#5, 154 #6, 
264 #2, 823 #4, 827 #10-#11, 834 #7 
Reading Workshop 68-69, 818-819 
Skills Preview 71, 77, 821, 831 
Skills Review 75, 83, 159, 267, 829, 839 
Writing Workshop 26-28, 64-66 

3. summarize stories and identify major literary 
elements. 

Student Edition: 
RH12 
After You Read 136 #3, 140 #2, 158 #3, 176 #2, 
182 #3, 288 #3, 296 #3, 334 #3, 408 #4, 426 #3, 
448 #3, 584 #1, 964 #3 
Practice the Skills 578 #13 
Reading Workshop 566-567 
Skills Preview 569 
Skills Review 585, 731, 743, 813, 881 
Writing Workshop 26-28, 64-66 

4. compare, contrast, and make connections of 
literary elements within and between works. 

Student Edition: 
RH15 
After You Read 466, 560 #8, 656 #5 
Comparing Literature Workshop 84-85, 208-209, 
336-337, 458-459, 586-587, 744-745 
Reading Workshop 670-671 
Skills Preview 673, 687 
Skills Review 685 
Writing: Compare the Literature 467 
Writing: Reading Across Texts 597 

5. draw inferences and conclusions based on 
literary works. 

Student Edition: 
RH13, RH14 
After You Read 24 #5, 62 #4-#5, 136 #4-#6,  
182 #5-#6, 234 #9-#10, 864 #6-#8 
Practice the Skills 498 #2, 510 #1 
Reading Workshop 298-299, 494-495 
Skills Preview 497, 509 
Skills Review 409, 419, 507, 515, 803, 813 
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6. respond to literary works on the basis of 
personal insights and respect the different 
responses of others. 

Student Edition: 
RH8 
After You Read 408, 418, 812, 880, 892 
Listening, Speaking, and Viewing 187 
Practice the Skills 406 #1, 407 #4, 412 #1, 413 #3, 
414 #5, 416 #8, 500 #5, 713 #5, 863 #6  
Reading Workshop 402-403 
Skills Preview 405, 411 
Skills Review 409, 419, 731 

Literature Content Standard 2 
Students recognize and evaluate how language, literary devices, and elements contribute 
to the meaning and impact of literary works. 

Rationale 
Recognizing how language is used to create meaning and achieve response helps readers gain 
critical power and assists them as communicators; furthermore, an understanding of language can 
deepen one’s appreciation of literature. 

Benchmarks 
Students will: 

1. identify the effect of literary devices (e.g., 
figurative language, allusion, diction, dialogue, 
description, imagery). 

Student Edition: 
Comparing Literature Workshop 458-459 
Practice the Skills 446 #4, 461 #1, 463 #1-#3,  
465 #4, 844 #1, 1045 #8, 1047 #11, 1052 #1,  
1053 #4 
Skills and Strategies Assessment 1078 
Skills Preview 443, 497, 843, 859, 1039 
Skills Review 507, 1049 

2. recognize the impact of literary elements (e.g., 
plot, theme, character, setting, point of view) 
and evaluate their effectiveness. 

Student Edition: 
Comparing Literature Workshop 208-209 
Practice the Skills 205 #9-#10, 211 #1, 212 #2,  
213 #3, 216 #7-#8, 219 #11-#12, 679 #7, 716 #8, 
717 #9, 741 #10 
Skills Preview 191, 547, 687, 709, 733 
Skills Review 195, 207, 553, 685, 701, 731, 743 

3. evaluate how vocabulary and language 
contribute to literary works. 

Student Edition: 
Genre Focus 256, 374 
Practice the Skills 265 #5, 271 #2, 273 #4, 275 #7, 
303 #4, 309 #4, 310 #6, 329 #2-#3, 848 #9 
Skills Preview 71, 263, 269, 307, 843, 859 
Skills Review 267, 277, 313, 325, 865 
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4. demonstrate an understanding of how 
language, literary devices, and forms 
contribute to the impact of literary works. 

Student Edition: 
Comparing Literature Workshop 458-459 
Practice the Skills 265 #5, 271 #2, 273 #4, 303 #4, 
309 #4, 310 #6, 461 #1, 717 #9, 741 #10 
Skills Preview 269, 687, 859 
Skills Review 267, 277, 313, 743 

Literature Content Standard 3 
Students reflect upon their literary experiences and purposefully select from a range of 
works. 

Rationale 
Learning to purposefully select literature to read and films to view which meet individual needs 
empowers individuals to take charge of their own development, to manage their time, to extend 
horizons, to challenge favorite viewpoints, to share other lives, to illuminate individual experiences 
and to grow as lifelong learners. 

Benchmarks 
Students will: 

1. select a variety of literary works, expressing 
reasons for personal recommendation, 
discovery, appreciation, and enjoyment. 

Student Edition: 
R21 
Reading on Your Own 108-109, 246-247, 364-365, 
474-475, 608-609, 766-767, 920-921, 1076-1077 
Writing Workshop 26 

2. apply given criteria to evaluate literary merit 
and express critical opinions about literary 
works. 

Student Edition: 
RH15 
After You Read 324 #6, 408 #8, 864 #7 
Practice the Skills 845 #2-#3, 851 #13, 862 #5, 
1027 #18 
Reading/Critical Thinking 355 #17, 467 #11 
Reading Workshop 840-841 
Skills Preview 843, 859 
Skills Review 669, 857, 865 
Write About Your Reading 856 
Writing: Compare the Literature 99 

3. demonstrate the understanding that the 
purposes of experiencing literary works include 
personal satisfaction and the development of 
lifelong literature appreciation. 

Student Edition: 
RH6, 72-75, 78-83 
After You Read 46 
Practice the Skills 45 #6, 91 #5, 97 #9 
Skills Review 47 
Warm-Up 2-3 
Wrap-Up 101 
Writing: Compare the Literature 99 
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Literature Content Standard 4 
Students interact with print and nonprint literary works from various cultures, ethnic 
groups, traditional and contemporary viewpoints written by both genders. 

Rationale 
Through the ages, literature has mirrored the sensibilities of the people who have produced those 
works. Students engaging in a variety of works come to understand that viewpoints, attitudes, and 
ideas change; that individuals view events in a variety of ways based upon their own frames of 
reference, beliefs, and experiences. 

Benchmarks 
Students will: 

1. select, read, listen to, and view a variety of 
literary works. 

Student Edition: 
72, 119-125, 130-135, 139, 150-157, 168-175,  
198-205, 270-275, 308-311, 328-333 
Listening, Speaking, and Viewing 67, 439, 565, 705
Reading on Your Own 108-109, 246-247, 364-365, 
474-475, 608-609, 766-767, 920-921, 1076-1077 

2. respond to traditional and contemporary works 
representing diverse perspectives, cultures, 
and issues (e.g., American Indian works). 

Student Edition: 
After You Read 136, 140, 158, 176, 206, 266, 304, 
312, 324, 396, 434, 640, 700, 730, 742, 802, 812, 
828, 838, 856, 880, 1048 

3. create and share responses to literary works 
through the application of technology, 
speaking, writing, visual, and performing arts 
(e.g., discuss, write, move, design, compose, 
sing). 

Student Edition: 
RH8 
Talk About Your Reading 176, 730, 828, 984, 1054 
Write About Your Reading 136, 140, 158, 162, 206, 
312, 396, 640, 656, 700, 856, 1048 
Writing Workshop 26-28, 64-66 
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 Literature Content Standard 5 
Students use literary works to enrich personal experience and to connect to the broader 
world of ideas, concepts and issues. 

Rationale 
Literature is a primary vehicle to widen and extend our experiences, to make us more aware of 
other individuals, issues, cultures and viewpoints and, thus, ourselves, our own cultures and our 
own attitudes. Literature moves us out of our personal spheres and extends our understanding as 
we change. 

Benchmarks 
Students will: 

1. examine and explain how history, culture, 
ideas, and issues influence literary works. 

Student Edition: 
Active Reading Model 623 #9 
After You Read 206, 828 
Genre Focus 618 
Get Ready to Read 385, 746-747, 785 
Practice the Skills 654 #5-#6, 660 #1-#2, 664 #6, 
665 #8, 738 #7, 794 #12-#13, 800 #21 
Skills Preview 649, 659, 733 
Skills Review 633, 657, 669 

2. compare and contrast a variety of perspectives 
of self, others, and world issues through a 
selection of literary works. 

Student Edition: 
After You Read 38 #4, 266, 304, 324, 560, 656, 
700, 742 
Practice the Skills 689 #2, 693 #5, 696 #8 
Reading Workshop 146-147, 670-671 
Skills Preview 263, 269, 285, 301, 687 
Skills Review 141, 267, 305, 701 
Write About Your Reading 136 

3. use literary works to develop an understanding 
of the many dimensions of human experience 
(e.g., philosophical, ethical, aesthetic). 

Student Edition: 
After You Read 176, 194 
Get Ready to Read 149, 307, 321 
Practice the Skills 339 #2, 341 #5, 343 #7,  
345 #12, 351 #6 
Reading Workshop 146-147 
Skills Review 141, 313 
Warm-Up 2-3, 116-117, 254-255, 372-373,  
482-483 
Wrap-Up 100-101, 236-237, 356-357, 468-469 

 


