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Literature Content Standard 1

Students construct meaning as they comprehend, interpret, analyze and respond to literary
works.

Rationale

The “meaning” of a piece of work is not a rigid, unchanging interpretation by an expert. Meanings
depend upon readers, upon the times, and upon the interaction of reader and literary work.
Authors provide clues, judgments, and insights about life that influence a reader’s attitude.
Students actively engage with text to build their own understanding. Thus, students understand
what they read as it relates to what they know.

Benchmarks
Students will:
1. propose and pursue questions and answers to | Student Edition:
the complex elements of literary works (e.g., After You Read 93 #5
historical and cultural influence, style, figures .
of speech). Big Idea 197, 206, 289, 1041

Comparing Historical Context 347
Comparing Persuasive Messages 224 #1, #2
Literary Analysis 240

Quickwrite 45, 219, 1177

Reading and Vocabulary 59, 80, 111
Reading Preview 34, 1179

Reading Strategy 76, 77, 109

Writing and Extending 291
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2. develop and define with textual support
interpretations of complex literary works.

|
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Student Edition:

After You Read 52 #2, 65 #5, 111 #2, 127 #5,
209 #4, 335 #2, 398 #6, 435 #5, 489 #3, 728 #3,
1066 #3, 1157 #4, 1255 #2, 1301 #2

Big Idea 99

Literary Analysis 873

Literary Element 379, 961

Primary Visual Artifact 261

Quickwrite 559

Reading and Vocabulary 93, 182, 789
Reading Strategy 412, 675

3. analyze the major elements significant to the
interpretation process (e.g., point of view, tone,
dramatic action).

Student Edition:
Literary Analysis 59, 127, 240, 262, 277, 693, 1011

Literary Element 109, 253, 521, 735, 1002, 1025,
1241, 1333

Reading and Vocabulary 760
Reading Strategy 109
Writing and Extending 592

4. recognize, compare, contrast, make
connections, and analyze approaches to
literary elements in various works.

Student Edition:

After You Read 357 #5, 773 #9

Big Idea 35

Literary Analysis 80, 217, 551, 655, 681
Literary Element 1015, 1175

Reading and Vocabulary 489, 1206
Reading Preview 243

Reading Strategy 487

Responding and Thinking Critically 201 #2

5. compare and contrast individual and group
responses/reactions with author’s
purpose/intent.

Student Edition:

Literary Analysis 52

Literary Element 49, 51

Reading and Vocabulary 140, 182, 670, 740
Reading Strategy 180, 669, 735, 738
Writing and Extending 821, 1169

6. demonstrate oral, written, and/or artistic
responses to ideas and feelings generated in
literary works.

Student Edition:
Connect to Today 18 #2

Literary Analysis 93, 133, 249, 335, 415, 714, 789,
813, 825, 1191, 1206, 1215

Writing and Extending 592, 1201, 1245
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Literature Content Standard 2

Students recognize and evaluate how language, literary devices, and elements contribute
to the meaning and impact of literary works.

Rationale

Recognizing how language is used to create meaning and achieve response helps readers gain
critical power and assists them as communicators; furthermore, an understanding of language can

deepen one’s appreciation of literature.

Benchmarks
Students will:

1. discuss ways in which literary devices and
elements (e.g., syntax, imagery, figurative
language, allusion, symbols, irony) produce a
dominant tone, effect or theme.

Student Edition:

After You Read 773 #9

Literary Analysis 80, 86, 93, 185, 188, 209, 277,
571, 655, 676, 933, 1186, 1219, 1284

Literary Element 184, 187, 205, 207, 268, 269, 271,
272

2. analyze and critique the effectiveness of an
author’s choice of literary devices/elements.

Student Edition:

After You Read 357 #5, 773 #9

Big Idea 35

Literary Analysis 80, 217, 551, 655, 681
Literary Element 1015, 1175

Reading and Vocabulary 489, 1206
Reading Preview 243

Reading Strategy 487

Responding and Thinking Critically 201 #2

3. recognize and articulate how language
enhances meaning and conveys power to
impact an individual and/or society.

Student Edition:

118-120, 142-145, 1140-1141, R20

Before You Read 108, 112, 122, 129, 1196
Literature Preview 1160

Literary Analysis 117, 1168, 1244, 1266
Literary Element 1292, 1295

Reading Preview 1197

Vocabulary Workshop 121, 358, 973, 1158

4. evaluate how language, literary devices, and
forms contribute to the impact of a work on the
reader/listener/viewer.

Student Edition:

After You Read 773 #9

Literary Analysis 80, 86, 93, 185, 188, 209, 277,
571, 655, 676, 933, 1186, 1219, 1284

Literary Element 184, 187, 205, 207, 268, 269, 271,
272
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Literature Content Standard 3

Students reflect upon their literary experiences and purposefully select from a range of

works.

Rationale

Learning to purposefully select literature to read and films to view which meet individual needs
empowers individuals to take charge of their own development, to manage their time, to extend
horizons, to challenge favorite viewpoints, to share other lives, to illuminate individual experiences

and to grow as lifelong learners.

Benchmarks
Students will:

1. use prior experience to select materials and
articulate purposes for selection (e.g., learn,
enjoy, persuade, exchange information).

Student Edition:

306-307, 456-457, 626-627, 844-845, 1120-1121,
1344-1345

Literature Preview 23, 24, 83, 113, 194, 211, 331,
338, 424, 483, 519, 901, 969, 1023

2. develop and apply criteria to evaluate the
reliability, authenticity, and literary merit of
information conveyed in a literary work.

Student Edition:
R24

After You Read 36, 73, 140, 217, 366, 489, 606,
722, 833, 966, 1088, 1191, 1215, 1301

3. recognize literary works as vehicles for
acquiring new information, responding to social
and workplace needs, and discovering and
gaining personal fulfillment.

Student Edition:

306-307, 456-457, 626-627, 844-845, 1120-1121,
1344-1345

Literature Preview 23, 24, 83, 113, 194, 211, 331,
338, 424, 483, 519, 901, 969, 1023

Literature Content Standard 4

Students interact with print and nonprint literary works from various cultures, ethnic
groups, traditional and contemporary viewpoints written by both genders.

Rationale

reference, beliefs, and experiences.

Through the ages, literature has mirrored the sensibilities of the people who have produced those
works. Students engaging in a variety of works come to understand that viewpoints, attitudes, and
ideas change; that individuals view events in a variety of ways based upon their own frames of

Benchmarks
Students will:

1. select, read, listen to, and view a variety of
traditional and contemporary works from
diverse cultures (e.g., American Indian works),
genders, genres, historical periods, and styles.

Student Edition:

49-51, 98-100, 142-145, 183-184, 212-216,
251-260, 339-343, 362-365, 396, 431, 520-524,
565, 701, 734-738, 811, 878-885, 1024-1104,
1149-1151, 1230-1232, 1260-1264
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2. demonstrate how factors of history and culture,
gender and genre, influence and give meaning
to literature.
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Student Edition:

5-18, 20-22, 104-106, 163-176, 226-228, 348-349,
416-422, 441-443, 480-481, 532-533, 635-648,
650-651, 725-728, 762-767, 909-912, 1020-1021,
1108-1109, 1144-1146, 1192-1195, 1230-1232,
1310-1311

3. create and share responses to literary works
(e.g., discuss, write, move, design, compose,
sing, dramatize, produce multi-media
presentations).

Student Edition:

146-153, 154-155, 296-303, 304-305, 444-453,
454-455, 614-623, 624-625, 834-841, 842-843,
1334-1341, 1342-1343, R23-R24

Literary Analysis 344, 433, 503
Writing and Extending 784, 874, 956

4. analyze diverse literature to identify and
compare common human experiences within
and between cultures.

Student Edition:

Comparing Literature 33-46, 210-224, 336-347,
545-561, 677-688, 978-998, 1171-1181

Before You Read 37
Discussion Starters 683, 997
Quickwrite 560

Literature Content Standard 5

world of ideas, concepts and issues.

Students use literary works to enrich personal experience and to connect to the broader

Rationale

we change.

Literature is a primary vehicle to widen and extend our experiences, to make us more aware of
other individuals, issues, cultures and viewpoints and, thus, ourselves, our own cultures and our
own attitudes. Literature moves us out of our personal spheres and extends our understanding as

Benchmarks
Students will:

1. examine, explain, and evaluate various
perspectives concerning community, national,
and world issues reflected in literary works.

Student Edition:

47-52, 54-59, 60-65, 66-73, 74-80, 354-357,
386-389, 528-530, 562-566, 809-813, 814-819,
1022-1023, 1178-1180, 1196-1201, 1230-1232

2. identify and respond to philosophical
assumptions and basic beliefs underlying
selected texts.

Student Edition:

22-26, 88-93, 106-111, 112-117, 178-186, 202-209,
394-401, 567-571, 699-702, 704-724, 890-898,
957-966, 1290-1296, 1302-1307

3. recognize patterns, symbols, and universal
themes present across literary works and
relate those to personal experience.

Student Edition:
650-651

Literary Analysis 26, 240, 277, 693, 898, 1284,
1333

Literary Element 24, 271, 1283, 1332
Responding and Thinking Critically 21
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4. investigate and report ways in which authors, Student Edition:

their works, and their styles have impacted or | After You Read 59, 65, 566, 813, 819, 1045, 1066,
been influenced by social and cultural issues or | 1088, 1105, 1200

events. Big Idea 1103
Literary Analysis 52, 73, 80, 357, 389, 530
Responding and Thinking Critically 1232
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