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OBJECTIVES PAGE REFERENCES 
The Nature of Citizenship, Politics, and Government 
Students will identify, define, compare, and contrast ideas regarding the nature of government, politics, 
and civic life, and explain how these ideas have influenced contemporary political and legal systems. 
They will also explain the importance of government, politics, and civic engagement in a democratic 
republic, and demonstrate how citizens participate in civic and political life in their own communities. 
USG.1.1 Distinguish among civic, political, and 

private life. 
SE: 6, 120-124 
 Street Law 12 
 Why It Matters 2 
TWE: C 12, 124 
 Wr 122 

USG.1.2 Define the terms citizenship, politics, 
and government, and give examples of how 
political solutions to public policy problems are 
generated through interactions of citizens and 
civil associations with their government. 

SE: 7-12, 14-16, 218-222 
 Be An Active Citizen 17, 222 
 Street Law 12 
TWE: C 17, 222 
 CLA 7, 219 
 CTA 10 
 T 15 

USG.1.3 Describe the purposes and functions of 
government. 

SE: 7-12 
 Be An Active Citizen 12 
 Critical Thinking 25 #20 
TWE: C 12 
 CLA 7 
 CTA 10 
 T 7 

USG.1.4 Define and provide examples of 
different forms of government, including direct 
democracy, representative democracy, 
republic, monarchy, oligarchy, and autocracy. 

SE: 588-593, 595-598, 599-604 
 Be An Active Citizen 598 
TWE: C 593, 598 
 CLA 589, 596, 600 
 CTA 592, 603 
 T 559 
 TM 586 

USG.1.5 Explain how the rule of law, embodied 
in a constitution, limits government to protect 
the rights of individuals. 

SE: 90 
 Be An Active Citizen 93 
 Chart 11 
TWE: MSN 91 

USG.1.6 Explain how a constitutional democracy 
provides majority rule with equal protection for 
the rights of individuals, including those in the 
minority, through limited government and the 
rule of law. 

SE: 11-12, 90 
 Chart 11 
TWE: MSN 91 
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USG.1.7 Distinguish limited from unlimited 
government, and provide examples of each 
type of government. 

SE: 89-92, 588-593 
 Be An Active Citizen 593 
 Chart 11 
TWE: CLA 90 
 CTA 592 

USG.1.8 Explain how civil society contributes to 
the maintenance of limited government in a 
representative democracy or democratic 
republic such as the United States. 

SE: 6-12, 590-593 
 Chart 11 
TWE: C 12 

USG.1.9 Examine fundamental documents in the 
American political tradition to identify key ideas 
regarding limited government and individual 
rights. 
 

Examples: Magna Carta (1215), Mayflower 
Compact (1620), Massachusetts Body of 
Liberties (1641), English Bill of Rights (1689), 
Locke’s Treatises of Civil Government (1690), 
Pennsylvania Charter of Privileges (1701), 
Virginia Declaration of Rights (1776), 
Declaration of Independence (1776), United 
States Constitution (1787), Bill of Rights 
(1791), and the Massachusetts Constitution of 
1780 

SE: 28-29, 31, 36, 37-38, 40, 44-47, 60-81, 82-
87, 89-93, 659, 660 

 Chart 90 
TWE: C 93 
 CLA 40, 46, 78 
 CTA 62, 69 
 MSN 30 

USG.1.10 Explain the part of Article IV, Section 4, 
of the United States Constitution, which says, 
“The United States shall guarantee to every 
State in the Union a Republican form of 
Government . . .” 

SE: 70, 285 
 

Foundations of Government in the United States 
Students will identify and define ideas at the core of government and politics in the United States, 
interpret founding-era documents and events associated with the core ideas, and explain how 
commitment to these foundational ideas constitutes a common American history and civic identity. They 
will also analyze issues about the meaning and application of these core ideas to government, politics, 
and civic life, and demonstrate how citizens use these foundational ideas in civic and political life. 
USG.2.1 Trace the colonial, revolutionary, and 

founding-era experiences and events that led 
to the writing, ratification, and implementation 
of the United States Constitution (1787) and 
Bill of Rights (1791). 

SE: 28-32, 33-38, 39-42, 52-54, 55-59 
TWE: C 32, 38, 42, 59 
 CLA 34, 40 
 CTA 37 
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USG.2.2 Analyze and interpret central ideas on 
government, individual rights, and the common 
good in founding documents of the United 
States. 

 

Examples: The Virginia Declaration of Rights 
(1776), the Declaration of Independence 
(1776), the Massachusetts Constitution (1780), 
the Virginia Statute for Religious Freedom 
(1786), the Northwest Ordinance (1787), the 
United States Constitution (1787), selected 
Federalist Papers such as numbers 1, 9, 10, 
39, 51, and 78 (1787–1788), the Bill of Rights 
(1791), President Washington’s Farewell 
Address (1796), and President Jefferson’s First 
Inaugural Address (1801) 

SE: 40, 44-47, 58, 60-81, 82-87, 89-93, 660, 661 
 American Biographies 105 
 Chart 96 
TWE: C 87 
 CLA 63, 83, 90 
 CTA 62, 69, 77 

USG.2.3 Identify and explain elements of the 
social contract and natural rights theories in 
United States founding-era documents. 

SE: 29-31 
TWE: D 30 
 GT 27 
 TTA 27 

USG.2.4 Define and provide examples of 
foundational ideas of American government, 
including popular sovereignty, 
constitutionalism, republicanism, federalism, 
and individual rights, which are embedded in 
founding-era documents. 

SE: 40, 44-47, 58, 60-81, 82-87, 89-93, 660, 661 
 American Biographies 105 
 Chart 96 
TWE: C 87 
 CLA 63, 83, 90 
 CTA 62, 69, 77 

USG.2.5 Explain how a shared American civic 
identity is embodied in founding-era documents 
and in core documents of subsequent periods 
of United States history. 
 

Examples: The Seneca Falls Declaration of 
Sentiments and Resolutions (1848), Abraham 
Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address (1863) and 
Second Inaugural Address (1865), Theodore 
Roosevelt’s “The New Nationalism” speech 
(1910), Woodrow Wilson’s “Peace Without 
Victory” speech (1917), Franklin Roosevelt’s 
“Four Freedoms” speech (1941), John F. 
Kennedy’s inaugural address (1961), Martin 
Luther King, Jr.’s “I Have A Dream” speech and 
“Letter from Birmingham City Jail” (1963), and 
selected opinions in landmark decisions of the 
United States Supreme Court such as Justice 
Robert Jackson’s opinion for the Court in West 
Virginia Board of Education v. Barnette (1943) 
and Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes’ dissenting 
opinion in the case of Abrams v. United States 
(1919) 

SE: 126, 663, 665, 669, 670, 671-674 
 Americans in Action 113 
TWE: T 113 
 W 113 
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USG.2.6 Define and provide examples of 
fundamental principles and values of American 
political and civic life, including liberty, the 
common good, justice, equality, tolerance, law 
and order, rights of individuals, diversity, civic 
unity, patriotism, constitutionalism, popular 
sovereignty, and representative democracy. 

SE: 6-12, 19-23, 120-124 
 Issues to Debate 13, 291 
 Street Law 12, 624 
TWE: C 12 
 ICA 22 
 SL 12, 624 
 T 291 

USG.2.7 Identify and explain historical and 
contemporary efforts to narrow discrepancies 
between foundational ideas and values of 
American democracy and realities of American 
political and civic life. 

SE: 113-115, 120-124 
 Landmark Supreme Court Case Studies 

108, 374 
TWE: C 115 
 CLA 114 
 MSN 122 
 SL 624 
 T 108, 374 

USG.2.8 Evaluate, take, and defend positions on 
issues concerning foundational ideas or values 
in tension or conflict. 

 

Examples: Analyze issues involving liberty in 
conflict with equality, liberty in conflict with 
authority, individual rights in conflict with the 
common good, or majority rule in conflict with 
minority rights. 

SE: 113-115 
 Issues to Debate 13, 291, 507 
 Landmark Supreme Court Case Studies 108 
 Street Law 624 
TWE: C 115 
 SL 624 
 T 13, 108, 291, 507 

USG.2.9 Compare and contrast ideas on 
government of the Federalists and the Anti-
Federalists during their debates on ratification 
of the U.S. Constitution (1787–1788). 

SE: 58-59 
 Critical Thinking 59 #5 
TWE: ICA 58 

USG.2.10 Analyze and explain ideas about liberty, 
equality, and justice in American society using 
documents such as in Reverend Luther King’s 
“I Have A Dream” speech and Letter from 
Birmingham City Jail (1963), and compare 
King’s ideas to those in such founding-era 
documents as the Virginia Declaration of 
Rights (1776), the Declaration of 
Independence (1776), Massachusetts 
Declaration of Rights (1780), and the Federalist 
Papers (1788) 

SE: 44-47, 58-59, 113-115, 660, 670 
 Chart 90 
TWE: C 59, 115 
 CLA 46, 114 

Purposes, Principles, and Institutions of Government in the United States of America 
Students will explain how purposes, principles, and institutions of government for the American people 
are established in the United States Constitution and reflected in the Massachusetts Constitution. They 
will also describe the structures and functions of American constitutional government at national, state, 
and local levels, and practice skills of citizenship in relationship to their constitutional government. 
USG.3.1 Compare and contrast governments 

that are unitary, confederate, and federal. 
SE: 40-41, 282-285, 597-598 
TWE: C 286 
 CC 284 
 CLA 40 
 T 283 
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USG.3.2 Identify and describe provisions of the 
United States Constitution and the 
Massachusetts Constitution that define and 
distribute powers and authority of the federal or 
state government. 

SE: 61-70, 73, 83-85 
 Be An Active Citizen 87 
TWE: BR 66 
 C 87 
 CLA 63 
 CTA 67, 69 

USG.3.3 Explain the constitutional principles of 
federalism, separation of powers among three 
branches of government, the system of checks 
and balances, republican government or 
representative democracy, and popular 
sovereignty. Provide examples of these 
principles in the governments of the United 
States and the state of Massachusetts. 

SE: 10, 89-93, 590 
 Be An Active Citizen 93 
 Chart 11 
TWE: C 93 
 CLA 90 

USG.3.4 Explain the functions of the courts of 
law in the governments of the United States 
and the state of Massachusetts with emphasis 
on the principles of judicial review and an 
independent judiciary. 

SE: 192-195, 196-199, 200-204 
TWE: C 195, 199 
 CLA 193, 197, 201 
 T 197 
 

USG.3.5 Distinguish among the enumerated and 
implied powers in the United States 
Constitution and the Massachusetts 
Constitution. 

SE: 64-65, 68, 86, 92-93, 146 
TWE: C 87, 93 
 CLA 147 

USG.3.6 Explain the functions of departments or 
agencies of the executive branch in the 
governments of the United States and the state 
of Massachusetts. 

SE: 166-169, 179-185 
 Be An Active Citizen 185 
 Technology Activity 187 
TWE: C 185 
 CLA 180 
 EC 184 

USG.3.7 Trace the evolution of political parties in 
the American governmental system, and 
analyze their functions in elections and 
government at national and state levels of the 
federal system. 

SE: 218-222, 223-226, 227-230 
 Be An Active Citizen 226, 230 
TWE: C 222, 226, 230 
 CLA 219, 224 

USG.3.8 Explain the legal, fiscal, and operational 
relationships between state and local 
governments in Massachusetts. 

These pages refer to state and local governments 
in general. 
SE: 287-290, 292-295, 297-300, 306-311, 312-

314, 315-318 
TWE: C 290, 295, 311, 318 
 CLA 288, 307, 313 

USG.3.9 Explain the formal process of how a bill 
becomes a law and define the terms initiative 
and referendum. 

SE: 157-161 
 Citizenship Cooperative Activity 163 
 Foldables 136 
TWE: C 161 
 CLA 158 
 T 158 
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USG.3.10 Explain the difference between a town 
and a city form of government in 
Massachusetts, including the difference 
between a representative and an open town 
meeting. 

These pages refer to local governments in general. 
SE: 315-318 
TWE: BQ 321 
 CLA 316 
 T 316 

USG.3.11 Compare core documents associated 
with the protection of individual rights, including 
the Bill of Rights, the Fourteenth Amendment 
to the United States Constitution, and Article I 
of the Massachusetts Constitution. 

SE: 23, 98-101, 103-107, 109-112, 209-210 
 Chart 353 
TWE: C 23, 107 
 CLA 99, 104 

USG.3.12 Use a variety of sources, including 
newspapers and internet web sites, to identify 
current state and local legislative issues and 
examine the influence on the legislative 
process of political parties, interest groups, 
grass roots organizations, lobbyists, public 
opinion, the news media, and individual voters. 

SE: 227-230, 258-262, 264-268, 270-275 
 Skillbuilder 43, 231, 269, 388 
TWE: C 230, 268 
 CLA 259, 265 
 MSN 260, 272 
 T 43, 231, 269 

USG.3.13 Analyze and evaluate decisions by the 
United States Supreme Court about the 
constitutional principles of separation of 
powers and checks and balances in such 
landmark cases as Marbury v. Madison (1803), 
Baker v. Carr (1962), United States v. Nixon 
(1974), City of Boerne, Texas v. Flores (1997), 
and Clinton v. City of New York (1998). 

SE: 202-203, 289, 672, 674 
 Landmark Supreme Court Case Studies 211 
TWE: T 211 

USG.3.14 Analyze and evaluate decisions by the 
United States Supreme Court about the 
constitutional principle of federalism in cases 
such as McCulloch v. Maryland (1819), Texas 
v. White (1869), Alden v. Maine (1999). 

SE: 284, 519 
 Chart 207 
TWE: EC 207 
 T 519 

The Relationship of the United States to Other Nations in World Affairs 
Students will analyze the interactions between the United States and other nations and evaluate the role 
of the United States in world affairs. 
USG.4.1 Describe how the world is divided 

politically, and give examples of the ways 
nation states interact, including trade, tourism, 
diplomacy, treaties and agreements, and 
military action. 

SE: 564-570, 610-615, 617-621, 622-627 
TWE: C 570, 621 
 CLA 565, 611, 618 
 CTA 568 
 ICA 567, 625 

USG.4.2 Analyze reasons for conflict among 
nation states, such as competition for 
resources and territory, differences in system 
of government, and religious or ethnic conflicts. 

SE: 622-627 
 Critical Thinking 628 #18 
TWE: CLA 623 
 CTA 626 

USG.4.3 Identify and explain powers that the 
United States Constitution gives to the 
President and Congress in the area of foreign 
affairs. 

SE: 147, 173, 175-178 
TWE: C 178 
 CLA 147 
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USG.4.4 Describe the tools used to carry out 
United States foreign policy. 

 

Examples: Diplomacy, economic aid, military 
aid, humanitarian aid, treaties, sanctions, and 
military intervention. 

SE: 175-178, 622-627 
 Be An Active Citizen 178 
TWE: CTA 626 
 T 176 

USG.4.5 Examine the different forces that 
influence U.S. foreign policy, including 
business and labor organizations, interest 
groups, public opinion, and ethnic and religious 
organizations. 

SE: 175-178, 564-570 
 Be An Active Citizen 178, 570 
TWE: C 570 
 CTA 568 

USG.4.6 Differentiate among various 
governmental and nongovernmental 
international organizations, and describe their 
purposes and functions. 
 

Examples: Major governmental international 
organizations include the North American 
Treaty Organization (NATO), the World Court, 
and the Organization of American States 
(OAS), The International Red Cross, and the 
Catholic Relief Services are examples of 
nongovernmental organizations. 

SE: 177, 178, 351, 580, 619-621 
 American In Action 329 
 Chart 618 
TWE: CLA 176 

USG.4.7 Explain and evaluate participation by 
the United States government in international 
organizations. 

 

Example: The United Nations 

SE: 612, 617-621 
 Be An Active Citizen 621 
 Critical Thinking 628 #17 
TWE: ICA 620 
 T 618 
 TTA 609 

USG.4.8 Use a variety of sources, including 
newspapers, magazines, and the internet to 
identify significant world political, demographic, 
and environmental developments. Analyze 
ways that these developments may affect 
United States foreign policy in specific regions 
of the world. 

SE: 610-615, 622-627 
 Skillbuilder 43, 269, 388 
TWE: C 615 
 CLA 623 
 CTA 626 
 SB 43, 388 
 T 43, 269 

USG.4.9 Evaluate, take, and defend a position 
about whether or not the United States should 
promote the spread of democracy throughout 
the world, or in certain parts of the world, or not 
at all. 

SE: 590-593, 622-627 
TWE: Co 591 
 CTA 592 
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Roles of Citizens in the United States 
Students will explain the idea of citizenship in the United States, describe the roles of United States 
citizens, and identify and explain the rights and responsibilities of United States citizens. They will also 
examine civic dispositions conducive to the maintenance and improvement of civil society and 
government, and describe and demonstrate how citizens can participate responsibly and effectively in the 
civic and political life of the United States. 
USG.5.1 Explain the meaning and responsibilities 

of citizenship in the United States and 
Massachusetts. 

SE: 14-17, 120-124 
 Street Law 12 
TWE: C 17, 127 
 ICA 123 
 SL 12 
 T 259 

USG.5.2 Describe roles of citizens in 
Massachusetts and the United States, 
including voting in public elections, participating 
in voluntary associations to promote the 
common good, and participating in political 
activities to influence public policy decisions of 
government. 

SE: 120-124, 125-130, 258-262, 384-387 
TWE: C 387 
 CTA 129 
 ICA 123 
 MSN 127 
 T 259 

USG.5.3 Describe how citizens can monitor and 
influence local, state, and national government 
as individuals and members of interest groups. 

SE: 258-262, 270-275, 384-387 
 American in Action 270 
 Street Law 261 
TWE: C 387 
 CLA 259 

USG.5.4 Research the platforms of political 
parties and candidates for state or local 
government and explain how citizens in the 
United States participate in public elections as 
voters and supporters of candidates for public 
office. 

SE: 222, 236-240, 241-244 
 Critical Thinking 233 #20 
TWE: C 240 
 CLA 242 

USG.5.5 Identify and explain the meaning and 
importance of civic dispositions or virtues that 
contribute to the preservation and improvement 
of civil society and government. 

SE: 125-130, 384-387 
TWE: C 387 
 ICA 128 
 MSN 127 
 T 126 

USG.5.6 Identify specific ways for individuals to 
serve their communities and participate 
responsibly in civil society and the political 
process at local, state, and national levels of 
government. 

SE: 125-130, 384-387 
TWE: C 387 
 ICA 128 
 MSN 127 
 T 126 

USG.5.7 Analyze and evaluate decisions about 
rights of individuals in landmark cases of the 
United States Supreme Court such as Whitney 
v. California (1927), Stromberg v. California 
(1931), Near v. Minnesota (1931), 
Brandenburg v. Ohio (1969), Texas v. Johnson 
(1989), and Reno v. American Civil Liberties 
Union (1997). 

SE: 395-396 
 Chart 207 
 Landmark Supreme Court Case Studies 108 
TWE: T 108 
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USG.5.8 Analyze the arguments that evaluate 
the functions and values of voluntary 
participation by citizens in the civil associations 
that constitute civil society. 

 

Examples: Alexis de Tocqueville in Democracy 
in America, Volume I (1835) and Volume II 
(1839). 

SE: 125-130, 384-387 
TWE: C 387 
 ICA 128 
 MSN 127 
 T 126 

USG.5.9 Together with other students, identify a 
significant public policy issue in the community, 
gather information about that issue, fairly 
evaluate the various points of view and 
competing interests, examine ways of 
participating in the decision making process 
about the issue, and draft a position paper on 
how the issue should be resolved. 

SE: Skillbuilder 18, 102, 145, 251, 328, 359, 
379, 443 

TWE: T 18, 102, 145, 251, 328, 359, 379, 443 

USG.5.10 Practice civic skills and dispositions by 
participating in activities such as simulated 
public hearings, mock trials, and debates. 

SE: Issues to Debate 13, 156, 245, 291, 394, 
495, 507, 581 

TWE: T 13, 156, 245, 291, 394, 495, 507, 581 
 
 

Codes Used for TWE Pages 
 
 
 BQ Bonus Question 
 BR Bellringer 
 C Close 
 CC Curriculum Connection 
 CLA Cooperative Learning Activity 
 Co Comparing 
 CTA Critical Thinking Activity 
 D Describing 
 EC Evaluating Charts 
 GT Glencoe Technology 
 ICA Interdisciplinary Connections Activity 
 MSN Meeting Special Needs 
 SB Skillbuilder 
 SL Street Law 
 T Teach 
 TM Two Minute Lesson Launcher 
 TTA Teacher to Teacher Activity  
 W Who?What?When?Where? 
 Wr Writing 


