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Topics Pages 
1. Pre-Columbian societies  

• Early inhabitants of the Americas 2-11 
• American Indian empires in Mesoamerica, the 

Southwest, and the Mississippi  
4-11 

• American Indian cultures of North America at the 
time of European contact  

2-11 

2. Transatlantic encounters and colonial beginnings, 
1492-1690 

 

• First European contacts with Native Americans  12-16, 24 
• Spain's empire in North America  14-23, 59-60 
• French colonization of Canada  31-32 
• English settlement of New England, the Mid-

Atlantic region, and the South  
32-34, 36-56, 60-66 

• From servitude to slavery in the Chesapeake region  38-42, 70-79, 82 
• Religious diversity in the American colonies  42-48, 54-56, 90-93 
• Resistance to colonial authority: Bacon's rebellion, 

the Glorious Revolution, and the Pueblo revolt 
19-20, 43-44, 65-66 

3. Colonial North America, 1690-1754  
• Population growth and immigration  70-81 
• Transatlantic trade and the growth of seaports  85-87, 92, 94 
• The eighteenth century back country  80-81 
• Growth of plantation economies and slave societies  81-82, 88-90 
• The Enlightenment and the Great Awakening  95-97 
• Colonial governments and imperial policy in British 

North America  
101, 106-107 

4. The American Revolutionary Era, 1754-1789  
• The French and Indian War  107-112 
• The imperial crisis and resistance to Britain  106-125 
• The war for independence  125-153 
• State constitutions and the Articles of Confederation  153-160 
• The Federation Constitution  163-172 

5. The Early Republic, 1789-1815  
• Washington, Hamilton, and the shaping of the 

national government  
162-178 

• Emergence of political parties: Federalists and 
Republicans  

172-181 

• Republican motherhood and education for women  186-187 
• Beginnings of the Second Great Awakening  189-192 
• Significance of Jefferson's presidency  181-185, 197 
• Expansion into the trans-Appalachian West; 

American Indian resistance  
209-213 

• Growth of slavery and free Black communities  192-193, 224, 299, 310-312 
• The War of 1812 and its consequences  208, 213-217 

6. Transformation of the economy and society in 
Antebellum America 

 

• The transportation revolution and creation of a 
national market economy  

194, 197, 221-224, 269-275 
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• Beginnings of industrialization and changes in social 
and class structures  

220-221, 275-291 

• Immigration and nativist reaction  264-269, 281-282 
• Planters, yeoman farmers, and slaves in the cotton 

South  
224, 298-317 

7. The transformation of politics in antebellum 
America 

 

• Emergence of the second party system  232-233, 238-241, 253-254 
• Federal authority and its opponents: Judicial 

federalism, the Bank War, tariff controversy, and 
states' rights debates 

226-246, 250-254 

• Jacksonian democracy  233-246 
8. Religion, reform, and renaissance in antebellum 

America 
 

• Evangelical Protestant revivalism 293-294, 326-333 
• Social reforms  326-340, 364-365 
• Ideals of domesticity  286-289, 324-325, 332-333  
• Transcendentalism and utopian communities  322-326 
• American renaissance: Literary and artistic 

expressions  
320-323, 338-389 

9. Territorial expansion and Manifest Destiny  
• Forced removal of American Indians to the trans-

Mississippi West  
246-250 

• Western migration and cultural interactions  
223-229, 246-250, 325-326, 344-
354 

• Territorial acquisitions  344-354 
• Early U.S. imperialism: The Mexican War  352-354 

10. The crisis of the Union  
• Pro- and anti-slavery arguments and conflicts  355-368 
• Compromise of 1850 and popular sovereignty  358-359 
• The Kansas-Nebraska Act and the emergence of the 

Republican party  
360-366 

• Abraham Lincoln, the election of 1860, and secession  366-368 
11. Civil War  

• Two societies at war: Mobilization, resources, and 
internal dissent  

372-388 

• Military strategies and foreign diplomacy  388-403 
• Emancipation and the role of African-Americans in 

the war  
380-381 

• Social, political, and economic effects of war in the 
North, South, and West  

375, 378-380, 381-388, 392 

12. Reconstruction  
• Presidential and radical reconstruction  408-413 
• Southern state governments: Aspirations, 

achievements, failures  
406-407, 413-436 

• Role of African-Americans in politics, education, and 
the economy  

410-436 

• Compromise of 1877 422-424 
• Impact of Reconstruction  420-436 

13. The origins of the New South  
• Reconfiguration of southern agriculture: 

Sharecropping and crop lien system  
425-432 

• Expansion of manufacturing and industrialization  427-428 
• The politics of segregation: Jim Crow and 432-436 
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disfranchisement  
14. Development of the West in the late nineteenth 

century 
 

• Expansion and development of western railroads  443-447, 465-466 
• Competitors for the West: Miners, ranchers, 

homesteaders, and American Indians  
446-458, 464-468 

• Government policy towards American Indians  458-464 
• Gender, race, and ethnicity in the far West  440-446, 449-450 
• Environmental impacts of western settlement  446-447, 455-458, 466-468 

15. Industrial America in the late nineteenth century  
• Corporate consolidation of industry  472-480 
• Effects of technological development on the worker 

and workplace  
484-489 

• Labor and unions  489-494 
• National politics and influence of corporate power  480-485, 487-494 
• Migration and immigration: The changing face of the 

nation  
486-487, 499-501 

• Proponents and opponents of the new order, e.g., 
Social Darwinism and Social Gospel 

480-485 

16. Urban society in the late nineteenth century  
• Urbanization and the lure of the city  498-505 
• City problems and machine politics  503-507, 509-512 
• Intellectual and cultural movements and popular 

entertainment  
508-509, 512-526 

17. Populism and progressivism  
• Agrarian discontent and political issues of the late 

nineteenth century  
530-548 

• Origins of Progressive reform: Municipal, state, and 
national  

568-573, 577-585 

• Roosevelt, Taft, and Wilson as Progressive 
presidents  

580-597 

• Women's roles: Family, workplace, education, 
politics, and reform  

573, 577 

• Black America: Urban migration and civil rights 
initiatives  

582-583 

18. The emergence of America as a world power  
• American imperialism: Political and economic 

expansion  
548-564, 601-606 

• War in Europe and American neutrality  606-609 
• The First World War at home and abroad  609-620 
• Treaty of Versailles  620-623 
• Society and economy in the postwar years  624-630 

19. The new era: 1920s  
• The business of America and the consumer economy  634-640 
• Republican politics: Harding, Coolidge, Hoover  653-656 
• The culture of Modernism: Science, the arts, and 

entertainment  
639-647 

• Responses to Modernism: Religious fundamentalism, 
nativism, and Prohibition  

618-619, 628-629, 640-642, 648-
652 

• The ongoing struggle for equality: African-Americans 
and women  

625-628, 636-637, 642-646, 647-
651 

20. The Great Depression and the New Deal  
• Causes of the Great Depression  660-663, 665 
• The Hoover administration's response  676-681 
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• Franklin Delano Roosevelt and the New Deal  682-705 
• Labor and union recognition  691-692 
• The New Deal coalition and its critics from the Right 

and the Left  
689-691 

• Surviving hard times: American society during the 
Great Depression  

663-676 

21. The Second World War  
• The rise of fascism and militarism in Japan, Italy, 

and Germany  
710-725 

• Prelude to war: Policy of neutrality  714-722 
• The attack on Pearl Harbor and United States 

declaration of war  
723-725 

• Fighting a multi-front war  730-734 
• Diplomacy, war aims, and wartime conferences  722-723, 738-746, 758-762 
• The United States as a global power in the Atomic 

Age  
750-755 

22. The home front during the war  
• Wartime mobilization of the economy  734-738 
• Urban migration and demographic changes  738-741 
• Women, work, and family during the war  740-741 
• Civil liberties and civil rights during wartime  738-740, 743-745 
• War and regional development  734 
• Expansion of government power  734-738, 743-745 

23. The United States and the early Cold War  
• Origins of the Cold War  758-761 
• Truman and containment  761-763 
• The Cold War in Asia: China, Korea, Vietnam, Japan  765-769, 804, 825-827 
• Diplomatic strategies and policies of the Eisenhower 

and Kennedy administrations  
802-807, 823-825 

• The Red Scare and McCarthyism  774-776 
• Impact of the Cold War on American society  772-776 

24. The 1950s  
• Emergence of the modern civil rights movement  799-802 
• The affluent society and "the other America"  787-799 
• Consensus and conformity: Suburbia and middle-

class America  
780-781, 790-797 

• Social critics, nonconformists, and cultural rebels  793-797 
• Impact of changes in science, technology, and 

medicine 
782-787 

25. The turbulent 1960s  
• From the New Frontier to the Great Society  812-816 
• Expanding movements for civil rights  816-822, 846-855 
• Cold War confrontations: Asia, Latin America, and 

Europe  
823-836 

• Beginning of détente  861-862 
• The antiwar movement and the counterculture  833-834, 842-846 

26. Politics and economics of the end of the twentieth 
century 

 

• The election of 1968 and the "Silent Majority"  836-839 
• Nixon's challenges: Vietnam, China, Watergate  858-862, 865-869 
• Changes in the American economy: The energy 

crisis, deindustrialization, and the service economy 
864-865 

• The New Right and the Reagan revolution  864-865, 880-883 
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• End of the Cold War  885-886 
27. Society and culture at the end of the twentieth 

century 
 

• Demographic changes, surge of immigration after 
1965, Sunbelt migration, and the graying of America 

875-877, 904-907 

• Revolutions in biotechnology, mass communication, 
and computers  

901-908 

• Politics in a multicultural society  877-890, 905-913 
28. The United States in the post-Cold War world  

• Globalization and the American economy  899-901, 913-914 
• Unilateralism vs. multilateralism in foreign policy  896, 913-918 
• Domestic and foreign terrorism  913-916 
• Environmental issues in a global context  855-858, 910-913 
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Themes in AP U.S. History 
 
American diversity   
The diversity of American people and the relationships among 
groups 

2-16, 42-48, 54-56, 70-81, 90-93, 
307-316, 344-340, 386-388, 420-
435, 440-446, 512-521, 816-822 

The roles of race, class, ethnicity, and gender in the history of the 
United States 

70-81, 186-187, 192-193, 209-
213, 332-340, 440-450, 463-464, 
498-504, 506-507, 525, 538-589, 
573-577, 582-583, 625-628, 636-
637, 642-646, 647-648, 701-702, 
738-741, 813-823, 846-855, 905-
907 

American identity   
Views of the American national character and ideas about 
American exceptionalism 

123-127, 186-189, 237, 302-307, 
326-327, 453-458, 520-521, 574-
588, 663-670, 699-701, 772-776, 
836-839, 904-908 

Recognizing regional differences within the context of what it 
means to be an American 

97, 138-155, 158-159,215-217, 
277, 302-307, 321-324, 331, 413-
418, 427-435, 440-447,464-467, 
530-548, 702-704, 780-781, 790-
797, 851-855, 875-877 

Culture  
Diverse individual and collective expressions through literature, 
art, philosophy, music, theater, and film throughout U.S. history 

188-189, 289, 320-323, 338-40, 
388-389, 426-427, 453-458, 467, 
482-483, 508-509, 512-526, 641, 
644-648, 663-670, 693, 740, 742-
743, 791-797, 832-833, 842-846, 
876-877  

Popular culture and the dimensions of cultural conflict within 
American society 

322-323, 624-629, 632, 647-651, 
740, 787-799, 833-834, 842-846, 
851, 912-913  

Demographic changes  
Changes in birth, marriage, and death rates; life expectancy and 
family patterns; population size and density 

70-81, 90-91, 283-289, 308-309, 
316, 417-418, 498-505, 852, 875-
877, 904-907 

The economic, social, and political effects of immigration, 
internal migration, and migration networks 

70-71, 180-181, 223-229, 246-
250, 264-269, 281-292, 443-452, 
486-487, 499-504, 585, 615-616, 
664-667, 738-741, 797-798, 875-
877, 904-907  
 

Economic transformations  
Changes in trade, commerce, and technology across time 27, 81-86, 192-197, 220-224, 230, 

269-278, 472-478, 634-635, 637-
638, 714, 736-738, 782-787, 899-
908 

The effects of capitalist development, labor and unions, and 
consumerism  

86-87, 152-153, 176-177, 194-
195,  230, 278-283, 443-450, 465-
466, 472-494, 513-521, 574-575, 
596, 639-640, 673-675, 788-790,     
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Environment  
Ideas about the consumption and conservation of natural 
resources 

446-447, 455-458, 466-468, 590-
592, 687-688, 792-793  

The impact of population growth, industrialization, pollution, 
and urban and suburban expansion 

192-197, 220-221, 275-291, 509-
510, 792-793, 855-858, 875-877, 
882, 910, 912  

Globalization   
Engagement with the rest of the world from the fifteenth century 
to the present: Colonialism, Mercantilism, global hegemony, 
development of markets 

12-24, 26-27, 31-66, 75-81, 106-
107, 112-129, 194-195, 344-348, 
441-443, 554-560, 710-724, 916-
918 

Engagement with the rest of the world from the fifteenth century 
to the present: Imperialism 

27-30, 112-115, 352-354, 359-
360, 548-564, 601-606, 710-713, 
961-918 

Engagement with the rest of the world from the fifteenth century 
to the present: Cultural exchange 

21-26, 78-81, 441-446, 501-503, 
637, 846-851 

Politics and citizenship  
Colonial and revolutionary legacies 125-172 
American political traditions 153-172, 242 
Growth of democracy 106-172, 150-151, 229-230, 238-

242, 253-254, 412, 575-577 
Development of the modern state 238-246, 472-494, 548-564, 577-

592, 601-606, 682-705 

Defining citizenship 208, 410-411, 364-365, A-18 

Struggles for civil rights 410-411, 415, 573-577, 625-628, 
636-637, 643-651, 799-802, 816-
822, 846-855, 911 

Reform  
Diverse movements focusing on a broad range of issues, 
including anti-slavery, education, labor, temperance, women's 
rights, civil rights, gay rights, war, public health, and 
government 

95-100, 186-192, 308, 322-324, 
326-327, 330-333, 530-545, 573-
577, 586-596, 618-619, 645-646, 
691-692, 766-768, 799-802, 812-
822, 883, 894  

Religion   
The variety of religious beliefs and practices in America from 
prehistory to the twenty-first century 

27-30, 42-48, 54-56, 90-93, 95-97, 
148, 189-192, 293-294, 324-340, 
524, 618-619, 628-629, 640-642, 
648-652, 835, 844, 846, 875-879, 
914 
 

Influence of religion on politics, economics, and society 22, 27-30, 44, 47, 90-92, 95- 96, 
125, 149, 189-192, 210-213, 289, 
294,  314, 316, 322-340, 462-463, 
504, 524, 568-569, 618-619, 640-
642,  648-652,  863, 877-879, 
898, 914 

 
Slavery and its legacies in North America 

  

Systems of slave labor and other forms of unfree labor (e.g., 
indentured servitude, contract labor) in Native American 
societies, the Atlantic world, and the American South and West 

14-20, 23, 38-40, 58-60, 70-71, 
75-78, 88-90, 192-193, 224, 264-
268, 298-317, 355-368 
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The economics of slavery and its racial dimensions  

Patterns of resistance and the long-term economic, political, and 
social effects of slavery 

19, 422-423, 430-435, 538-539, 
582-583, 700-802, 816-822 

War and diplomacy   
Armed conflict from the pre-colonial period to the twenty-first 
century 

19-20, 107-113, 125-153, 208-
217,372-403, 723-725, 730-734, 
816-822, 823-836, 846-855, 858-
862, 874-875, 888-889, 916-918 

Impact of war on American foreign policy and on politics, 
economy, and society 

375-388,392, 620-630, 722-723, 
738- 746, 750-755, 758-762, 772-
776, 802-807, 823-825, 855-858, 
861-862, 899-901, 910-916  

 
 

 
 


