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Topics Pages 
I. Constitutional Underpinnings of United 
States Government 

  

A. Considerations that influenced the formulation 
and adoption of the Constitution 

Chapter 2 (38-72), 49-61, 
68  

B. Separation of powers  44-46 
C. Federalism  Chapter 3 (94-126), 46-

48 
D. Theories of democratic government 12-15, 25-30, 41-53, 246-

247  
II. Political Beliefs and Behaviors  Chapter 6 (208-240) 

A. Beliefs that citizens hold about their government 
and its leaders 

 15-17, 25-30, 230-236, 
465, 653-655 

B. Processes by which citizens learn about politics  6-12, 26, 211-222, 340-345 
C. The nature, sources, and consequences of public 
opinion 

 223 - 230 

D. The ways in which citizens vote and otherwise 
participate in public life 

 Chapter 9 (314-350), 6-
12, 30, 33, 40, 51, 120, 
142, 252-308, 317-350, 
384, 413-415, 424, 298, 
570-572, 647-653 

E. Factors that influence citizens to differ from one 
another in terms of political beliefs and behaviors 

 19027, 211-222, 284,287, 
282,308, 336350 

III. Political Parties, Interest Groups, and Mass 
Media 

  

A. Political parties and elections  Chapter 8 (278-312) 
1)       Functions  281-283, 403-408 
2)       Organization  284-291 
3)       Development  291-304 
4)       Effects on the political process  290, 408-411 
5)       Electoral laws and systems  Chapter 9 (314-350), 

391-393, 425-426 
B. Interest groups, including political action committees 
(PACs) 

 Chapter 7 (242-276) 

1)       The range of interests represented  249-252, 258-262 
2)       The activities of interest groups  178-198, 2246-258 
3)       The effects of interest groups on the political 
process 

 234, 242, 256-262, 178-
198, 206-207, 246-272, 
276-277 

4)       The unique characteristics and roles of PACs in 
the political process 

 268-272, 316 

C. The Mass Media  Chapter 10 (352-384) 
1)       The functions and structures of the media  355-358 
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2)       The impact of the news media on politics  356-358, 366-379, 445-446 
3)       The news media industry and its consequences  142-144, 363, 378 

 
IV. Institutions of National Government: The 
Congress, the President, the Bureaucracy, and 
the Federal Courts 

 Chapters 11, 12, 13 and 
14 (386-530) 

A. The major formal and informal institutional 
arrangements of power 

 Chapters 11, 12, 13 and 
14 (386-530) 

B. Relationships among these four institutions and varying 
balances of power 

 398, 412, 428, 509-512, 
520-530 

C. Linkages between Institutions and the following:   
D. Linkages between institutions and the following   

1)       Public opinion and voters  443-444, 616-617, 634 
2)       Interest groups  512-513, 617-642 
3)       Political parties  290, 408, 411 
4)       The media  362-379, 615-161 
5)       State and local government Chapter 3 (94-126) 

Chapter 18 (644-675), 
134-136, 148-152, 471-472, 
593 

V. Public Policy  Chapters 15, 16, 17 
(532-642) 

A. Policy making in a federal system 477-480, 513-520, 664-669  
B. The formation of policy agendas  397, 400-404, 546-549, 

610-642 
C. The role of institutions in the enactment of policy  400-530, 546-549 
D. The role of the bureaucracy and the courts in policy 
implementation and interpretation 

 134-136, 497-480 

E. Linkages between policy processes and the following:   
1)       Political institutions and federalism  482-487 
2)       Political parties  281-283, 290, 405-411 
3)       Interest groups 134, 142, 156-161, 178-

198, 206-207, 246-272, 
276-27, 523, 514,  

4)       Public opinion 223-230,  265-277 
5)       Elections  Chapter 9 (314-350) 
6)       Policy networks  165, 478, 614 

VI. Civil Rights and Civil Liberties  Chapters 4, 5 (126-206) 
A. The development of civil liberties and civil rights by 
judicial interpretation 

 72-73, 96, 106 

B. Knowledge of substantive rights and liberties  62 
C. The impact of the Fourteenth Amendment on the 
constitutional development of rights and liberties 

 124-136 
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