A visit to the Native American pueblos in New Mexico is a rich and worthwhile expereince. It is an opportunity to understand, first-hand, the historical and archaeological significence of the Pueblo people’s culture.

Of the 19 pueblos in New Mexico, the Eight Northern Pueblos have formed an inter-tribal association. All eight pueblos are within range of Santa Fe. Much can be learned about Native American culture by visiting the pueblos, especially during the specific dances and feast days open to the public.

The Taos Pueblo, located 40 miles north of Santa Fe, is perhaps the most well-known pueblo in New Mexico. The huge multistoried structure has been occupied as far back as 1540. Have lunch at the Tiwa Kitchen, serving traditional feast day foods.

The San Juan Pueblo, also known as Ohkay Owingeh, sits in the Rio Grande valley just 30 miles north of Santa Fe. It is the largest of the eight pueblos, and the site of the Eight Northern Pueblos Artisans' Guild Shop, where a wide variety of baskets, pottery, and drums are shown.

The Tesuque Pueblo, just 8 miles north of Santa Fe, sits among the juniper-covered foothills of the Sangre de Cristo Mountains along the Rio Tesuque. The mission church and adobe homes here date to the 13th century.

The smallest of the northern pueblos is the Pojoaque Pueblo, 16 miles north of Santa Fe. Tours are available for the multistory Poeh Cultural Center and Museum.

At the Nambe Pueblo, 30 miles north of Santa Fe, ranching and farming are the main occupations. On the south side of the Rio Nambe, near the present pueblo site, are remains of adobe mounds from an ancient village. These mounds are referred to as "Nambe" and are the meaning behind the name for this beautiful hidden valley. Visitors can take a scenic drive up to Nambe Falls and go fishing, hiking, camping, and picnicking. 

The San Ildefonso Pueblo, 20 miles northwest of Santa Fe, is famous for its black-on-black pottery. Visitors can view this unique pottery at the Pueblo and see how it is made entirely by hand, without the use of commercial equipment or glazes. A lake is open for fishing on a seasonal basis and picnic facilities are available.

The Santa Clara Pueblo is the second largest. The pueblo’s ancestors lived in the ancient ruins of the Puye Cliffs, now a National Historic Landmark. Visitors can tour the 740-room Puye Cliff Dwellings. Santa Clara artists are well known for their black and red carved pottery.

The Picuris Pueblo, one of the tiniest and most remote pueblos, lies 50 miles north of Santa Fe in a high mountain valley. Prehistoric people lived in the region as early as 750 A.D. Tourists may sign up to tour Anasazi, Pueblo, and church ruins. Buffalo viewing may also be arranged.

