The American Embassy

You would only consult your consul at the American Embassy of the country you are visiting in the unlikely event of an emergency or serious difficulty that could lead to legal or police involvement. The American Embassy cannot perform the functions of a travel agent, an information bureau, a bank, or even the police. They cannot help you find lost luggage or help you settle a dispute with a hotel manager. So, know that they are there, and have no occasion to make a formal visit!

Immunization
Most countries do not require immunization. If it is needed, an International Certificate of Vaccination with verification from an administering physician must be obtained and carried with you as proof of compliance. We will let you know if your itinerary includes travel into an area requiring immunization.

International Driving Permits

An international driving permit is required in many countries and is highly recommended even for those countries in Western Europe that do not require it. The permit is in a five-language format that is very useful in the event you're stopped on the road. Permits can be issued right here in our office.

Appliances

If you plan to pack a hair dryer or electric shaver, you must also bring a set of adapter plugs. These can be purchased at a hardware store and will enable you to use dual-voltage appliances (those that have a switch for 110 volt or 220 volt AC). Remember that adapters cannot convert the voltage of appliances, but will merely enable you to plug into different types of outlets.

U.S. Customs Requirements

Each traveler is allowed to bring back into the United States up to $400 worth of duty-free purchases. If your purchases are not over this amount, you need only tell the customs official when you are checking through. If you exceed this amount, you must fill out an itemized list on the declaration form that is distributed on your return trip. On the overage amount, you will be required to pay 10% up to the next $1,000 worth of declared items.

Duty-Free Items

Some items are considered duty free, such as works of art and antiques if they are over 100 years old. Some items, including jewelry, are duty free if they come from certain designated countries.

The Value-Added Tax (VAT)

In Western Europe, Israel, and Japan, you'll find a tax on goods and services that is usually hidden in the purchase price. This tax can vary from 6% to 33%, depending on the country. Tourists have to pay this tax at the time of purchase, but they are eligible for a refund on items they are taking home with them. Ask the sales clerk for a VAT refund form. Show your passport, and the clerk will fill out the refund form and you will sign it. Then give the form to the customs official when you're leaving the country. If you paid by charge card, your account will be credited. If you paid in cash, you'll receive a check. Some countries allow you to avoid the VAT altogether by shipping your purchases home from the store, which does incur a shipping-and-handling charge.

Calling Home

Often, calls made from foreign hotels are subject to hefty surcharges. You can avoid this by phoning from a post office during business hours or by using a coin-operated phone. You might also consider purchasing a prepaid telephone card. You can check with telephone companies about prepaid telephone card service. They should be able to provide you with information about prices, sales locations in the United States, and ordering the service by telephone. If you decide to purchase a prepaid telephone card, be sure the card you choose will work outside the United States.
Medical Needs

If you require the services of a doctor while traveling, most large hotels are able to assist you in finding one. If you want to be better prepared for an emergency, there's a non-profit organization that will send you a free pocket-sized directory listing names, addresses, and phone numbers of hundreds of English-speaking doctors around the world. Most of these doctors are specialists in internal medicine or cardiology. Write to the International Association for Medical Assistance to Travelers (IAMAT), Empire State Building, 350 Fifth Avenue, Suite 5620, New York, NY 10001.

