On May 1, 2001 cyclists turned out to pedal and help preserve the Native American Pueblos at the Albuquerque Bike-a-Thon. This was the fifth annual Bike-a-Thon, and it was, by all accounts, the most successful.

Bicycle enthusiasts of all levels started off at 8 a.m. Sunday morning from the University of New Mexico. By 11 a.m., the temperature reached an unseasonably high 82 degrees. All cyclists were equipped with Trekker water bottles so they could quench their thirst as they pedaled the 15-mile course, which wound through southern Albuquerque.

The pedalers were a colorful sight, dressed in bright orange Duke City Gateway Travel Agency T-shirts. Many bicycles were outfitted with colored, waving flags that accentuated the speed and grace of the cyclists.

Special citations went to the oldest and youngest pedalers. In this town of primarily young folks, the oldster was 48-year-old Rick Lopez, and the youngest was 13-year-old Lucinda Parks.

“It was a fun race, and I think we were all really glad to be helping the Pueblo Education Fund,” commented Jimmy Ferrini, who came in first. Fred Begey came in second, and Juanita Hidalgo came in third.

Cyclers, organizers, and well-wishers celebrated at a reception held that night at the Pueblo Education Center. The event raised $9,000 for the Pueblo Education Fund. The fund is managed by the Pueblo Education Center, which provides a comprehensive instructional program of Native American culture, including courses, films, and demonstrations throughout the year.

