England’s famed Lake District offers a change of pace from the typical European vacation, especially if you stay in a genuine Gothic castle. In this region, known for its natural beauty, you can travel in any direction to find fascinating culture and history. In your wanderings, be sure to visit Castlerigg Stone Circle, a megalithic circle of standing stones from the second millennium B.C. You will also want to stop in at the Beatrix Potter Gallery in Hawkshead and Dove Cottage, the home of William Wordsworth.

