Special Events in Albuquerque

In summer, the San Felipe Fiesta in Old Town is a festive carnival with food and entertainment. The New Mexico Arts & Crafts Fair, on the third weekend in June, is the largest crafts exhibition in the state, featuring over 200 artisans, demonstrations, and entertainment. On the July 4 weekend, fireworks are only part of the celebration—in the daytime there’s the Indian Market with ceremonial dances and crafts demonstrations.

There are a variety of summer cowboy and rodeo shows, including the Cowboy Classic Western Art Show. Closing the summer events is Fiesta Artistica, celebrating over 400 years of Hispanic heritage.

In the fall, the New Mexico State Fair presents horse racing, country-western music, livestock shows, food, and more. The spectacular Albuquerque International Balloon Fiesta, with over 1000 balloons from 15 countries taking part, is in the second week of October. It’s a week-long event of balloon competition, airplane stunt flying, parachute demonstrations, and music. The Southwest Arts and Crafts Festival, an invitational juried show with more than 150 entrants, is in the first weekend of November. 

Winter is highlighted by the Christmas luminarias, with thousands of candles lit at the bottom of paper bags all around the city. Following a tradition of the villages along the Rio Grande for the past 300 years, the luminarias are lit by seemingly everyone, in every possible place, from every rooftop, driveway, sidewalk, and windowsill. Also in the winter, western-style gunfights are staged in the Old Town Plaza in the afternoon hours.

Spring brings the Rio Grande Bicycle Tour, in which 800 bikers race 100 miles through the city. The third weekend of May is the time for the Great Rio Grande Raft Race, open to different categories of rafts, canoes, and kayaks. There’s also the Charley Pride Senior Golf Classic, and a variety of horse-racing shows, featuring thoroughbred and quarterhorse racing.

