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New Mexico and Colorado
9-Day Escorted Tour

Day 1: Arrive Albuquerque

Your tour will begin here, in the hub of New Mexico. Your hotel is located in the charming and historic Old Town. The whole afternoon will be yours to explore the many wonders of this city at your leisure. At night you will enjoy a special welcome dinner at the top of Sandia Peak, accessible via the world’s largest aerial tramway. The view of the city below and the surrounding desert is spectacular.

Day 2: Albuquerque to Santa Fe

In the morning, a short drive along the Rio Grande River will bring you to Santa Fe, nestled in the Sangre de Cristo Mountains. On arrival, you will embark on a sightseeing tour that includes the Palace of the Governors, St. Francis Cathedral, the Loretto Chapel, and the Mission San Miguel. The rest of the day will be yours to explore this beautiful city at your own pace.

Day 3: Santa Fe to Taos to Durango

You will drive to Taos and visit the Taos Pueblo. This five-story-high pueblo community has been inhabited by the same Native American nation for over 800 years. After crossing the Rio Grande River, you will enter the state of Colorado on your way to Durango. Dinner will be at the Silver Star Ranch, where Western-style food and music will provide the evening’s fun.

Day 4: Mesa Verde National Park

A short ride to Mesa Verde National Park will bring you to the cliff dwellings of the remarkable Anasazi people. On a visit to the park’s museum, you will learn about the culture of the Anasazi, who built the great cliff dwellings and then mysteriously abandoned them before 1300 A.D. After lunch, you will return to Durango with leisure time for horseback riding, kayaking, or canoeing at the Meadow Ridge Ranch. In the evening, you will take in an old-fashioned Western melodrama at the Diamond Circle Theater.

Day 5: Durango to Grand Junction

In the morning, you will board the Narrow Gauge Railroad for a spectacular ride through the mountains and along the cliffs of the Animas River. This half-day journey will take you to the end of the line in Silverton, “the mining town that never quit.” You will visit the still-active mines of Gold Hill and get a lesson in gold panning. After lunch, you will continue driving through the San Juan Mountains to the Mesa landscape of western Colorado on the way to Grand Junction.

Day 6: Grand Junction to Aspen to Vail

You will begin the day with a drive through Colorado National Monument. Here you will see massive rock formations with the entombed remains of dinosaurs and other early life from over 60 million years ago. You will motor along Rim Rock Drive and see 1,000-foot-deep canyons accented by sandstone monoliths worn away over the millennia. You will drive along the Colorado River and then ascend into some of the highest peaks of the Colorado Rockies. You will arrive in the resort town of Aspen with time for lunch and shopping. Later in the afternoon, a short drive will bring you into the charming town of Vail.

Day 7: Vail to Denver

In the morning, you will drive through fabulous mountain scenery, passing Granby Lake and the mighty Colorado River. You will enter Rocky Mountain National Park and ascend the Trail Ridge Road, the highest continuous road in the country. You will cross over the Continental Divide before descending to the resort town of Estes Park at the foot of the Rockies. After lunch at the historic Black Rock Inn, you can fish for trout or enjoy some quiet time in the gazebo by the pond before heading into the “Mile High” city of Denver.

Day 8: Denver to Colorado Springs

You will drive south to the resort community of Colorado Springs. Here, you will ride to the famous summit of Pike’s Peak by railway. You will explore the unique rock formations of the Garden of the Gods. A visit to the impressive campus of the U.S. Air Force Academy, highlighted by its memorable 17-spire chapel, will cap off the afternoon. After dinner at the luxurious Broad Mile resort complex, you will return to Denver.

Day 9: Depart from Denver

In the morning, you will leave the “Mile High” city of Denver with many pleasant memories of nine scenic days of touring New Mexico and Colorado.
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