Visiting San Francisco

Many people think San Francisco is the most beautiful city in the country. Vistas of its unique hills, parks, bridges, and bay are primary attractions. Visitors also enjoy the color and history of its architecture and the diverse neighborhoods: Chinatown, Japantown, North Beach, Fisherman's Wharf, Telegraph Hill, the Financial District, the Haight, Union Street, Pacific Heights, and more.

Culture

San Francisco offers a daily celebration of art and culture. Its markets and festivals reflect the customs and traditions of a culturally diverse population. The War Memorial Opera House offers full-season schedules of opera and ballet. The Asian Art Museum, San Francisco Museum of Modern Art, M.H. de Young Museum, and California Palace of the Legion of Honor are some of the city’s great art museums. The city also has two remarkable science museums: the Exploratorium and the California Academy of Sciences.

Parks

San Francisco offers wonderful parks. You can spend days exploring Golden Gate Park, an urban oasis with meadows, lakes, gardens, waterfalls, forests, and 6,000 varieties of flowers. One of the jewels of the park is the artfully designed Japanese Tea Garden, built in 1894. The park offers facilities for such activities as baseball, soccer, golf, horseback riding, tennis, and picnicking. It also has a huge network of walking paths and bicycle tracks. Just outside the city, Muir Woods is a tranquil wonderland with 559 acres of redwood trees, including some of the tallest (257 feet) and oldest (1,100 years) in the state. A little further north is the Point Reyes National Seashore, offering miles and miles of unspoiled seashore, camping, scenic trails, and a lighthouse.

Golden Gate Ferries

The Golden Gate Bridge District's enjoyable triple-decker Golden Gate Ferries offer indoor and outdoor seating and full bars. They also feature special roundtrip "Lunch for the Office Bunch" midday runs from San Francisco Ferry Building to Sausalito, with live jazz or rhythm and blues, every Friday from May through September. The "Jazz on the Ferry" excursions operate to and from Larkspur on the last Friday of the month, April through October.

49-Mile Drive

If you have a car, taking the city's 49-Mile Scenic Drive is a good way to experience the entirety of San Francisco. The tour is marked by blue-and-white seagull signs and is a bit tricky, so ask us for a map and directions—and never try this particular exploration during rush hours!

Whale Watching

Winter whale-watching trips may be scheduled from January through April. They leave from either Oakland's Whale Center or the Oceanic Society based at Fort Mason in San Francisco.

Panoramic Views

The San Francisco Bay Area is renowned for its incredible views. Some of the best are:

Golden Gate Bridge Vista Point—from the south end of the bridge, views include the islands in the bay, the bridge, and the north waterfront area.

Telegraph Hill—views include the bay, the bridge, and the north waterfront area.

Twin Peaks—from the top of Market Street, 360-degree views include the city, the bay and its islands, the bridges, and the mountains to the north and south.

Mount Tamalpais—summit views include the Farallon Islands, the East Bay, and (on a clear day) the Sierra Nevada mountains.

