Learning Spanish in Old Town

Old Town is located in downtown Albuquerque. It is known for its ancient adobe architecture and serene village ambiance. Founded in 1706 by Spanish settlers, it was called Plaza Vieja, and today remains the heart of Albuquerque’s Hispanic heritage. 

Although it is geared primarily to tourists, Old Town retains an air of history and charm. Ancestors of many of the original settlers still live in the area, which began with just a few small farms and a simple adobe church. Now, with 200 shops, restaurants, and art galleries, Old Town is a great place to explore. While you’re exploring, you’ll get to brush up on your Spanish.

Here are some of the places you may encounter in your walking tour:

Plaza Don Francisco Cuervo y Valdes

Mountain Road and Rio Grande Boulevard SW

Dedicated in April 1988, this picturesque site is named after Albuquerque’s founder. It features a massive bronze sculpture depicting a triumphant Cuervo y Valdes on horseback.

Adobe Gallery

Romero Street SW

Once the site of the Old Town Post Office, this 1879 home is now the setting for a gallery specializing in historic Southwest art. The gallery also has a library of more than 500 titles on Native American art.

Esperanza Fine Furniture

Rio Grand Boulevard NW

Woodworker and sixth-generation New Mexican Mark Gonzales didn’t lose esperanza when a fire destroyed his furniture factory some years back. Instead, he relocated to Old Town and rebuilt his business of fine handcrafted furnishings. Gonzales uses historical designs, combining ponderosa pine and red oak with hand-forged iron hardware. The collection seems right at home in the 80-year-old showroom.

Santa Fe Store

South Plaza NW

This shop specializes in traditional and contemporary Hispanic folk art from northern New Mexico, Ecuador, and Peru. The fine work of local New Mexican artists is also evident in the traditional bultos, embroidery, tinwork, and wood-carved animals.

The Last Straw Art & Gift Gallery

South Plaza NW

This popular and tiny shop is a showcase for more than 40 New Mexico artists. The shop features the hand-painted gourds of Robert Rivera, the hand-painted eggs of Ruben Gallegos, and the traditional retablos of Irene Martinez Yates.

Mariposa Gallery

Romero Street NW

This adobe art space features an extensive selection of fine contemporary crafts. The emphasis is on traditional crafts media such as wood, glass, clay, metal, and fiber. Don’t miss the Dia de los Muertos display.

John Isaac Antiques

South Plaza SW

This shop is the location for an impressive collection of antique folk and Native American artwork. An entire room is devoted to religious objects of the Spanish empire and of 18th and 19th century Guatemala, Ecuador, Mexico, and the Philippines. An even rarer collection of religious works by early New Mexico santeros can be viewed by appointment only.

Old Town Plaza

Built in 1780, the Plaza has served as a social center for generations. It provides a shady haven for visitors who may need a respite from shopping and sightseeing. The Plaza is situated across the street from the San Felipe de Neri Church.

San Felipe de Neri Church

North Plaza NW

Albuquerque’s oldest church is named after the 16th century Florentine saint Felipe de Neri. It is a massive and curious combination of architectural styles, and still serves approximately 800 families. For a taste of local culture, attend the Spanish Mass on Sunday.

V. Whipple’s Mexico Shop

San Felipe Street NW

Virginia Whipple’s exotic Mexican mercado features a handpicked collection of Mexican folk art, furniture, dinnerware, jewelry, and glass. Hand-punched tin and terra cotta patio furniture is also on display.

