The Turquoise Trail, between Albuquerque and Santa Fe on State Highways 14 and 44, is a sightseeing adventure for all ages. The superb mountain scenery and nostalgic ghost towns come alive with museums, music, restaurants, and more.

From Albuquerque, the tour begins at the mountaintop of Sandia Crest, where the view of the city, a mile below, is truly spectacular. You can reach the summit by riding the world’s longest aerial tramway or driving to the top of the mountain.

Near the intersection of Routes 14 and 44, watch for the Tinker Town Museum, an amazing, miniature wood-carved western home. Also on this road, look for Gallery 14, an artists’ cooperative featuring some of the finest arts and crafts of the Southwest.

As you pass through the small but rugged Ortiz Mountain range on Route 14, you’ll come upon Golden, the site of the first gold discovery.

Further along Route 14 is the former coal-mining town of Madrid. It was a ghost town for two decades and is now a haven for artists, sculptors, potters, writers, and the like. Intriguing shops and studios offer original wares, and the Old Coal Mine Museum lets you explore a bygone era. The Mine Shaft Tavern is the local hot spot offering food, spirits, and entertainment.

The last stop on the Trail is Cerrillos, a mining town once booming in the 1880s with gold, silver, and the oldest U.S. turquoise mine. Today it looks like a movie set for a sleepy border town. Follow the signs to “Casa Grande,” an old adobe with its own museum of turquoise and artifacts. Also on the premises are a petting zoo and a frontier trading post. Inquire at “Casa Grande” about hikes or four-wheel drive tours of the old Pueblo turquoise mines in the nearby hills.

