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4 4 Rrea of Irregular Figures ages 42426

An irregular figure does not necessarily have straight sides and square
corners. You can estimate the area of an irregular figure with grid paper.

¢ First, trace an outline of the figure onto grid paper. Find the number of whole
squares that are completely within the outline. This number is the inner measure.

¢ Find the number of whole squares that contain part of the figure and add this
number to the inner measure to get the outer measure.

¢ The mean (average) of the inner measure and outer measure is the estimated
area of the irregular figure.

Method 1

You may be able to divide some irregular figures into shapes that look like
Method 2 | squares and rectangles. You can then add the areas of those figures to estimate
the area of the irregular figure.

EXAMPLE

Estimate the area of the figure.
p A inner measure = 30 There are 30 whole squares within the outline.

4 7 outer measure = 66 There are 36 whole squares that contain part of the figure.
| Add 36 to the inner measure to get the outer measure.

\ /’ mean: w =48
~ \ ‘/
N~ An estimate of the area of this irregular figure is 48 square units.
Try These Together
Estimate the area of each figure.
1. 28

HINT: Take your time and count the number of squares carefully.

PRACTICE
Estimate the area of each figure.
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/6 BT B AR R What is the best estimate of the

area of the figure?
A 13.5 units? B 24.5 units? Seu
C 39.5 units? D 59.5 units? S
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