
     
  

     

Glossary Term Definition 
median of a triangle   A segment in which one endpoint is the vertex of a triangle and 

the other endpoint is the midpoint of the side opposite that 
vertex.  
 

 
 

meter The basic unit of length in the metric system. 
metric system A base-ten system of measurement using the basic units: meter 

for length, kilogram for mass, and liter for capacity. 
midpoint On a line segment, the point that is halfway between the 

endpoints. 
midsegment A segment with endpoints that are the midpoints of two sides of 

a triangle. 
mile A customary unit of length. 1 mile = 5280 feet or 1760 yards 
milligram A metric unit of mass. 1 milligram = 0.001 gram 
milliliter A metric unit of capacity. 1 milliliter = 0.001 liter 
minimum The lowest point on the graph of a curve. 
minor of an element The determinant formed when the row and column of the 

determinant containing a certain element are deleted. 
minor arc   An arc with a measure less than 180°. In the figure, arc AB is a 

minor arc.  
 

 
 

minor axis The shorter of the two line segments that form the axes of 
symmetry and which does not contain the foci of an ellipse. 

minute (angles) 
A unit of angle measure that is 

1
60

 of a degree. 

minute (time) A commonly used unit of time. There are 60 seconds in one 
minute and there are 60 minutes in one hour. 

mixed number The indicated sum of a whole number and a fraction. Examples: 
11
2

, 
32
4

, 
54
8

 

mode The number(s) or item(s) that appear most often in a set of data.
monomial A number, a variable, or a product of a number and one or more 

variables. Examples: 3, y, 2x, 5xy2 

multiple The product of a number and any whole number. Example: 8 is 
a multiple of 4. 


