
Chapter

In your textbook, read about strategies of conservation biology.

Answer the following questions.
1. What is conservation biology?

2. How does the U.S. Endangered Species Act protect biodiversity? 

3. How do nature preserves help protect biodiversity? 

4. Why is it usually better to preserve one large area of land instead of a few smaller areas of land? 

5. Why are habitat corridors used to connect different protected areas? 

6. What caused the steady decline of the black-footed ferret population in Wyoming? 

7. What efforts were made to increase the size of the black-footed ferret population? 

8. How are seed banks useful in protecting biodiversity? 

9. What are some problems of keeping endangered animals in captivity before reintroducing them to
their original habitats? 
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Conservation biology is a field of biology that studies methods and implements

plans to protect biodiversity.

The law prohibits people from harming any species on the endangered or 

threatened species lists. It also prohibits federal agencies from funding projects

that harm organisms on those lists.

Nature preserves help protect biodiversity by preserving the habitats of 

organisms.

There usually is greater biodiversity within large areas than within small areas.

The habitat corridors allow organisms to migrate from one area to another.

The remaining ferrets were captured, bred in captivity, and then returned to their

original habitat.

Seeds from endangered or threatened plant species can be stored in seed banks

for long periods of time. If the plant species become extinct, the seeds can be used

to reintroduce the species to their original habitats.

Their decline was due to canine distemper, which spread to the ferrets, and the

poisoning of prairie dogs, which were the ferrets’ main source of food.

Keeping animals in captivity is expensive. While in captivity, animals may lose the

behaviors they need to survive in their original habitats.


