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Answer the following questions using information from the textbook.

1. What does the word “extinction” mean? _______________________________________________

2. How does extinction occur? __________________________________________________________

ability to adapt to changes in the environment. Those species that are unable to adapt

are naturally removed and become extinct.

3. How have humans caused the extinction of some species? _______________________________

human activities such as hunting, habitat destruction, and pollution have caused the

extinction of some species. These interferences by humans have altered the 

environment in a way that certain species were unable to adapt to. This caused the

species to become extinct.

4. What evidence supports the idea that extinction is a natural event?________________________

indicates that there have been at least four mass extinctions during the 3.5 billion

years that life has existed on Earth.

5. According to this evidence, what occurs after a mass extinction? __________________________

that each mass extinction was followed by an explosion of new species that evolved

rapidly to take advantage of the suddenly empty environment.

6. What is an “endangered species”?_____________________________________________________

individuals left that they are in danger of becoming extinct.

7. Why do some people feel that efforts SHOULD NOT be taken to save endangered species? 

These people argue that since extinction is a natural process that has occurred since

life first appeared on Earth, interfering with it would disrupt Earth’s natural processes.

8. Why do some people feel that efforts SHOULD be taken to save endangered species?

These people argue that human actions cause rapid changes in the environment

that certain species cannot adapt to quickly enough to survive on their own. They feel

that the extinction of such species is not part of natural processes.

9. What effect did the Endangered Species Act of 1973 have on Canis rufus, the red wolf? 

Due to the Endangered Species Act of 1973, the last remaining members of this

species were captured and placed in a captive-breeding program. While Canis rufus is

still an endangered species, its population has increased due to the act.

10. Many medicines are developed from plants. Some of these plants are very rare, growing in
only one isolated part of the world. What would happen if these plants became extinct? 

Certain types of medicines made from the plants would no longer be available to

patients who need them.
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