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NAME DATE CLASS

Chapter 7

STUDY GUIDE Diminishing Diversity

Use with Text Pages 198–199

Check the statements that agree with the textbook. Rewrite the other statements so that they agree.

_____ 1. A single coral reef can be home to thousands of organisms.

_____ 2. One acre of rain forest may contain two hundred species of plants.

_____ 3. An ecosystem that has a high species diversity is less stable than one with fewer species.
more stable

_____ 4. Every minute, more than 50 acres of rain forest are cleared by humans for farming,
mining, or are cut for timber.

_____ 5. Any forest on Earth in which the northern spotted owl resides is protected from being
cut down.
Forests in the northwestern United States

_____ 6. Protecting an entire forest because of one endangered species is one way to prevent an
increase in species diversity.
decrease

_____ 7. Human intrusion contributed to the extinction of the Carolina parakeet and the pas-
senger pigeon.

_____ 8. Extinction only occurs due to human interference.
is accelerated by

_____ 9. Extinction is currently occurring at a slower rate than ever before.
far greater rate

_____ 10. Preserving the rain forest is a problem that concerns all Earth’s citizens.

Answer the following questions using information from the textbook.

11. What is “species diversity?” __________________________________________________________

animals, and other organisms residing in a particular area.

12. How has the northern spotted owl prevented loggers from harvesting timber?

Because the northern spotted owl is an endangered species, its habitat has been 

protected from destruction. Loggers are prohibited from cutting down old growth

forests in the northwestern United States. The loggers argue that this region is their

most important area for harvesting timber and that restricting the area interferes with

their livelihood.

13. Why do some people feel that humans should be able to use forest resources?

According to these individuals, making a living and using Earth’s resources is more

important than species diversity. They feel that science and technology should be

used to save various species, not restricting use of forests.

14. Why do some people feel that forest resources should be protected?_______________________

individuals, destruction of forests causes loss of species, which creates an imbalance

in ecosystems. They argue that science and technology are not able to repair losses in

biological diversity and that once a species becomes extinct, it is gone forever.

Species diversity refers to a great variety of plants, 

According to these 
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