
Copyright © Glencoe/McGraw-Hill, a division of The McGraw-Hill Companies, Inc.

35

Answer the following questions using information from the textbook.

1. What is Mycobacterium tuberculosis?____________________________________________________

produces the disease tuberculosis.

2. How is this bacterium spread?________________________________________________________

people who have advanced cases of tuberculosis.

3. Why did the number of deaths due to TB decline in the early 1980s?_______________________

effective antibiotics reduced the number of TB-related deaths.

4. What change in the number of TB cases in the United States occurred between 1985 and

1991? ______________________________________________________________________________

by 16 percent.

5. What kind of locations have experienced a rise in tuberculosis infections?

Tuberculosis infection is on the rise in areas where there are many homeless people

and where public health programs have been reduced.

6. How has the AIDS epidemic contributed to the rise in tuberculosis infections?

As the AIDS virus destroys a person’s immune system, the individual’s natural 

resistance to diseases such as TB is greatly impaired.

7. What is “antibiotic resistance”? _______________________________________________________

strains of bacteria that are not affected by drugs that normally kill the original bacteria.

8. What can happen to a person who discontinues taking antibiotic treatments too soon?

Stopping the antibiotic treatments too soon may leave live bacteria in the body.

Sometimes these bacteria are antibiotic-resistant. If such bacteria reproduce, the 

person is infected with a strain of bacteria that no antibiotics can combat.

9. Why do some people feel that dealing with the current TB problem should be the major 

priority of the science community? ____________________________________________________

the problem is for science and technology to produce new drugs to treat the new

strains of TB-causing bacteria.

10. Why do some people feel that social prevention is the way to deal with the current TB 

problem?___________________________________________________________________________

mutant strains to develop. They believe that society should take steps to reduce

poverty, lack of education, and poor public health programs. They believe that 

preventing the spread of the bacterium will control the problem.
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Mycobacterium tuberculosis is the bacterium that 

The bacterium is spread through close contact with 

The development of 
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