
Copyright © Glencoe/McGraw-Hill, a division of The McGraw-Hill Companies, Inc. 7

Elements: The Building
Blocks of Matter

Use with Section 2

NAME DATE CLASS

Chapter 3

ENRICHMENT

The Periodic Table
Use a periodic table to complete the first four columns of the chart below. Then use the Internet or

research books, such as a dictionary or encyclopedia, to complete the last column. When you have 
finished, answer the question below.

Metal, Answers in this column will vary. 
Number nonmetal, Sample answers are shown below.

of Atomic or Characteristics and uses 
Element Symbol protons mass metalloid of elements

Hydrogen H 1 1.008 nonmetal
colorless gas; bonds with 
oxygen to form water

found in all living tissue; 
Carbon C 6 12.011 nonmetal also in diamonds, charcoal, 

and graphite

colorless, tasteless, odorless 
Oxygen O 8 15.999 nonmetal gas; most abundant element

in Earth’s crust

silvery-white, waxy metal; found 
Sodium Na 11 22.990 metal naturally only in combination 

with other elements

second most abundant element 
Silicon Si 14 28.086 metalloid in Earth’s crust; used for 

transistors and computer chips

Iron Fe 26 55.847 metal
malleable and ductile; 
most-used metal

Krypton Kr 36 83.80 nonmetal
rare gas found in air; reacts 
only with fluorine

yellow, poisonous gas; used as 
Chlorine Cl 17 35.453 nonmetal a bleach and in water 

purification

radioactive, isotope 239 is 
Plutonium Pu 94 242 metal used in nuclear weapons 

and as reactor fuel 

Lead Pb 82 207.19 metal
soft, high density, and 
bluish-gray solid

extremely ductile and 
Silver Ag 47 107.870 metal malleable; best conductor of 

heat and electricity 

Name three things that you can predict about an element just by knowing its position on the 

periodic table.  Responses may include: number of protons; probable atomic mass of an atom; 

whether an element is a metal, nonmetal, or metalloid; whether it is malleable or ductile; whether it 

conducts heat and electricity.


