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Behavioral Adaptations

Use with Section 2

NAME DATE CLASS

Chapter 22

ENRICHMENT

Adaptations for Night Living
Many animals sleep during the day and become active at night. These animals are nocturnal.

When we think of all the things an animal must do to survive, it is apparent that night living
requires some special sensory adaptations. An owl has such good hearing that it can pick up the
smallest sounds of a rodent stepping over dry leaves or twigs 23 meters away!

Procedure
Use the library to find out more about nocturnal animals such as the owl. Fill in the table below

with information gathered from your library research.

Data and Observations

Conclude and Apply
1. What is another animal you have read about that is nocturnal?  Answers will vary, but may 

include bats, raccoons, or opossums.

2. What adaptations does it have for night living?  Answers will vary.

Vision

Position of eyes:

Size of eyes:

Hearing

Size of ear openings:

Directing sound into ear

openings:

Other adaptations for

hunting and 

foraging at night:

The eyes of an owl are positioned to look straight ahead.
Because the owl sees an object with both eyes, it can focus
in a wider range.

An owl’s eyes are quite large. Because of their size, they
can catch most of the available light.

Instead of small holes in the skull, the holes are huge,
allowing more sound to enter.

The owl has two facial discs around each eye that funnel
the sound into the ear openings.

The feathers have a soft edge. This results in noiseless
flight. The owl hunts by listening and watching while flying
very close to the ground. It can hear better and fly close to
its prey without being heard.

Sensory Adaptations for the Owl


