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 OVERVIEW 
Susan B. Anthony became president of the National Woman Suffrage Association in 1869,
and worked tirelessly for a constitutional amendment granting women the right to vote. The
Anthony Amendment, as it was often called, was not passed until 1920, but Anthony
remained confident that it would ultimately succeed. These excerpts are from an article she
wrote in 1897.

 GUIDED READING   As you read, consider the following questions:
• Why was obtaining the right to vote so important to Anthony?
• What gains did women make since the Seneca Falls convention to Anthony’s time?

IFTY YEARS AGO woman in the United States was without a recognized
individuality in any department of life. No provision was made in public

or private schools for her education in anything beyond the rudimentary
branches. An educated woman was a rarity and was gazed upon with
something akin to awe. The women who were known in the world of letters,
in the entire country, could be easily counted upon the ten fingers. Margaret
Fuller, educated by her father, a Harvard graduate and distinguished lawyer,
stood preeminently at the head and challenged the admiration of such men as
Emerson, Channing, and Greeley. . . .

Such was the helpless, dependent, fettered condition of woman when the
first Woman’s Rights Convention was called just forty-nine years ago, at
Seneca Falls, N.Y., by Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Lucretia Mott. . . .

Now, at the end of half a century, we find that, with few exceptions, all of
the demands formulated at this convention have been granted. The great
exception is the yielding of political rights, and toward this one point are
directed now all the batteries of scorn, of ridicule, of denunciation that
formerly poured their fire all along the line. Although not one of the predicted
calamities occurred upon the granting of the other demands, the world is
asked to believe that all of them will happen if this last stronghold is
surrendered.

There is not space to follow the history of the last fifty years and study the
methods by which these victories have been gained, but there is not one foot
of advanced ground upon which women stand today that has not been
obtained through the hard-fought battles of other women. The close of this
19th century finds every trade, vocation, and profession open to women, and
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every opportunity at their command for preparing themselves to follow these
occupations.

The girls as well as the boys of a family now fit themselves for such careers
as their tastes and abilities permit. . . . The ban of social ostracism has been
largely removed from the woman wage earner. She who can make for herself a
place of distinction in any line of work receives commendation instead of
condemnation. Woman is no longer compelled to marry for support, but may
herself make her own home and earn her own financial independence.

With but few exceptions, the highest institutions of learning in the land are
as freely opened to girls as to boys, and they may receive their degrees at legal,
medical, and theological colleges, and practise their professions without
hindrance. In the world of literature and art, women divide the honors with
men; and our civil service rules have secured for them many thousands of
remunerative positions under the government. . . .

There has been a radical revolution in the legal status of woman. In most
states the old common law has been annulled by legislative enactment,
through which partial justice, at least, has been done to married women. In
nearly every state they may retain and control property owned at marriage and
all they may receive by gift or inheritance thereafter, and also their earnings
outside the home. They may sue and be sued, testify in the courts, and carry
on business in their own name, but in no state have wives any ownership in
the joint earnings. . . .

The department of politics has been slowest to give admission to women.
Suffrage is the pivotal right, and if it could have been secured at the beginning,
women would not have been half a century in gaining the privileges
enumerated above, for privileges they must be called so long as others may
either give or take them away. If women could make the laws or elect those
who make them, they would be in the position of sovereigns instead of
subjects. Were they the political peers of man, they could command instead of
having to beg, petition, and pray. Can it be possible it is for this reason that
men have been so determined in their opposition to grant to women political
power?

But even this stronghold is beginning to yield to the long and steady
pressure. In twenty-five states women possess suffrage in school matters; in
four states they have a limited suffrage in local affairs; in one state they have
municipal suffrage; in four states they have full suffrage, local, state, and
national. . . .

Some of the finest political writing in the great newspapers of the day is
done by women, and the papers are extensively read by women of all classes. . .
. In most of the states of the Union women are eligible for many offices, state
and county superintendents, registers of deeds, etc. . . .

It follows, as a natural result, that in the states where women vote they are
eligible to all offices. They have been sent as delegates to national conventions,
made presidential electors, and are sitting today as members in both the upper
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and lower houses of the legislatures. In some towns all the offices are filled by
women. These radical changes have been effected without any social upheaval
or domestic earthquakes, family relations have suffered no disastrous changes,
and the men of the states where women vote furnish the strongest testimony
in favor of woman suffrage.

There is no more striking illustration of the progress that has been made by
woman than that afforded by her changed position in the church. Under the
old regime the Quakers were the only sect who recognized the equality of
women. Other denominations enforced the command of St. Paul, that women
should keep silence in the churches. A few allowed the women to lift up their
voices in class and prayer meetings, but they had no vote in matters of church
government. Even the missionary and charity work was in the hands of men.

Now the Unitarians, Universalists, Congregationalists, Wesleyan and
Protestant Methodists, Christians, Free-Will Baptists, and possibly a few
others, ordain women as ministers, and many parishes, in all parts of the
country, are presided over by women preachers. The charitable and missionary
work of the churches is practically turned over to women, who raise and
disburse immense sums of money. . . .

By far the larger part of the progressive movements just enumerated have
taken place during the last twenty-five years, and the progress has been most
rapid during the last half of this quarter of a century. With the advantages
already obtained, with the great liberalizing of public sentiment, and with the
actual proof that the results of enlarged opportunities for women have been for
the betterment of society, the next decade ought to see the completion of the
struggle for the equality of the sexes. . . .

From that little convention at Seneca Falls, with a following of a handful
of women scattered through half-a-dozen different states, we have now the
great National Association, with headquarters in New York City, and
auxiliaries in almost every state in the Union. These state bodies are effecting a
thorough system of county and local organizations for the purpose of securing
legislation favorable to women, and especially to obtain amendments to their
state constitutions. As evidence of the progress of public opinion, more than
half of the legislatures in session during the past winter have discussed and
voted upon bills for the enfranchisement of women, and in most of them they
were adopted by one branch and lost by a very small majority in the other.
The legislatures of Washington and South Dakota have submitted woman
suffrage amendments to their electors for 1898, and vigorous campaigns will
be made in those states during the next two years.

For a quarter of a century Wyoming has stood as a conspicuous object
lesson in woman suffrage, and is now reinforced by the three neighboring
states of Colorado, Utah, and Idaho. . . .

While the efforts of each state are concentrated upon its own legislature, all
of the states combined in the national organization are directing their energies
toward securing a Sixteenth Amendment to the Constitution of the United
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States. The demands of this body have been received with respectful and
encouraging attention from Congress. Hearings have been granted by the
committees of both houses, resulting, in a number of instances, in favorable
reports. Upon one occasion the question was brought to a discussion in the
Senate and received the affirmative vote of one-third of the members.

Until woman has obtained "that right protective of all other rights—the
ballot," this agitation must still go on, absorbing the time and the energy of
our best and strongest women. Who can measure the advantages that would
result if the magnificent abilities of these women could be devoted to the
needs of government, society, home, instead of being consumed in the struggle
to obtain their birthright of individual freedom? Until this be gained we can
never know, we cannot even prophesy, the capacity and power of woman for
the uplifting of humanity.

It may be delayed longer than we think; it may be here sooner than we
expect; but the day will come when man will recognize woman as his peer, not
only at the fireside but in the councils of the nation. Then, and not until then,
will there be the perfect comradeship, the ideal union between the sexes that
shall result in the highest development of the race. What this shall be we may
not attempt to define, but this we know, that only good can come to the
individual or to the nation through the rendering of exact justice.
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