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Early presidents confined their vetoes �
to legislation they considered to be 
unconstitutional. What concerns �
cause modern-day presidents �
to veto legislation?

Critical Thinking

Source: Stanley and Niemi, Vital Statistics on American �
Politics 2001–2002 (Washington, D.C.: CQ Inc., 2001).

Washington	 2	 2	 0	 0
J. Adams	 0	 0	 0	 0
Jefferson	 0	            0	           0	 0
Madison	 7	 5	 2	 0
Monroe	 1	            1	          0	 0
J.Q. Adams	 0	 0	 0	 0
Jackson	 12	 5	 7	 0
Van Buren	 1	 0	 1	 0
W. H. Harrison	 0	 0	 0	 0	
Tyler	 10	 6	 4	 1
Polk	 3	 2	 1	 0
Taylor	 0	 0	 0	 0
Fillmore	 0	 0	 0	 0
Pierce	 9	 9	 0	 5
Buchanan	 7	 4	 3	 0
Lincoln	 7	 2	 5	 0
A. Johnson	 29	 21	 8	 15
Grant	 93	 45	 48	 4
Hayes	 13	 12	 1	 1
Garfield	 0	 0	 0	 0
Arthur	 12	 4	 8	 1
Cleveland (1st term)	 414	        304	       110	              2
B. Harrison	 44	 19	 25	 1
Cleveland (2d term)	 170	 42	 128	 5
McKinley	 42	 6	 36	 0
T. Roosevelt	 82	 42	 40	 1
Taft	 39	 30	 9	 1
Wilson	 44	 33	 11	 6
Harding	 6	 5	 1	 0
Coolidge	 50	 20	 30	 4
Hoover	 37	 21	 16	 3
F. Roosevelt	 635	        372	       263	              9
Truman	 250	 180	 70	 12
Eisenhower	  181	 73	 108	 2
Kennedy	 21	 12	 9	 0
L. Johnson	 30	          16	 14	 0
Nixon	 43	 26	         17	 7
Ford	 66	 48	 18	 12
Carter	 31	 13	         18	 2
Reagan	 78	 39	 39	 9
Bush	 46	          29	         17	 1
Clinton	 37	 36	 1	 2
Total	 2,552	 1,484	 1,068	 107
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