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(Washington D.C.: Bureau of Justice Statistics, 1997, 1998).

The growth of prison populations has a direct impact on state spending for justice, 
one of the fastest rising categories of state expenditures in recent years. About how 
much did state spending for justice increase between 1986 and 1996? 

Critical Thinking

Massachusetts

Minnesota

Maine

Rhode Island

Alaska

U.S. Avg.

$62,698

$56,961

$46,620

$42,291

$40,770

$23,295

Prison 
Population Growth

1998199619951994 19971993
Year

4.
8%5.

2%

4.
9%

6.
9%

8.
9%

9.
8%

Direct Expenditures on 
Criminal Justice, 1986–1996

'86 '88 '90 '92 '94 '96

$40

$30

$20

$10

0

Local
State

Do
lla

rs
 (I

n 
m

ill
io

ns
)


