Diverse Family Structures

A family is a group of people who love and support one another.  In addition to the two-parent and child structure, numerous family structures exist.  Effective classroom teachers respect and celebrate “family” in all of its many forms.  Use the questions below to assess your attitudes toward and beliefs about families.

	Please Check the Appropriate Box 
	Yes
	No

	1. Do you encourage and accept participation equally from all families 

represented in your classroom?
	
	

	2. Do you communicate equally with all parents?
	
	

	3. Do you select and use learning materials that positively portray a variety of family structures?
	
	

	4. Do you permit students to discuss or share family experiences equally?
	
	

	5. Are a variety of homes, lifestyles, leisure activities, and employment/careers recognized and discussed in your classroom?
	
	


Consider each statement for which the answer is no and evaluate whether this should be of concern in your classroom.  Make notes in the space below about how you might change a negative response in to a positive one.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Copyright © McGraw-Hill Companies, Inc.


