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STUDENT INTRODUCTION

Preparing for Standardized Tests in
English Language Arts

As a high-school student, you probably have taken standardized tests before. Standardized
tests help educators compare the skills and achievement of students from different schools,
from different times, or from different parts of the country, or make several different
comparisons. Your local school district or your state might require you to take standardized
tests. You might need to take one or more standardized tests if you decide to apply to attend
college. This workbook can help you prepare to take standardized tests in English reading
and language arts.

General Preparation for Taking Tests in
Reading and Language Arts

The best way to prepare for standardized tests in reading and language arts is to spend time
every day doing outside reading. Regular reading can help you:

* improve your comprehension skills;
* expand your vocabulary;
 and develop strong proficiency in English grammar and punctuation.

Standardized tests in reading and language arts usually include several different kinds of
passages for you to read and analyze. Therefore, you can prepare for these tests by reading
a variety of material, including novels or short stories, poetry, newspapers, magazine
articles, and online articles. Familiarity with all different kinds of writing can increase your
confidence when you go to take any reading test.

As you read, work to expand your vocabulary. Don’t skip over words you do not
understand. Try to figure out what each word means by examining the context—the other
words and sentences around the unfamiliar word. Check your understanding by looking the
word up in a dictionary. Find the meaning of the word that makes the most sense for the
specific context. Keep a list of new vocabulary words you learn and their definitions.

General Preparation for Standardized Tests

To succeed on a standardized test, you need to learn as much as you can about the test
and how it will be scored. You need to develop general strategies for answering the type
or types of questions on the test. You need to build and maintain confidence in your own
abilities.

Standardized Test Preparation and Practice Workbook — Grades 9 & 10



STUDENT INTRODUCTION

Learning About the Test

Standardized tests can follow a variety of different formats and be scored in several
different ways. As you plan for a standardized test, it is important to find out as much about
the test as possible.

Subject Area

You need to know all the different subject areas the test will cover. You need to learn as
much as you can about the scope of each subject. For instance, will a reading test focus just
on literature, or will it include passages on science or social studies topics as well? As you
prepare for the test, focus on the specific subject areas the test emphasizes.

Format

You need to know the format or formats the questions will follow. On many standardized
tests, most items are multiple-choice questions. Such questions require you to pick the
best answer from four or five different choices. You can find general tips for answering
multiple-choice questions below and throughout this workbook. Some standardized tests
also include short-answer questions or essay questions. If your test includes these types of
questions, you should also practice with such questions.

Timed Tests

Most, but not all, standardized tests are timed. This means that you have to budget the time
you spend answering each question. If your test has reading passages, you have to factor in
reading time. Some tips for using time effectively while taking a standardized test are given
in this introduction. If the standardized test you are taking is not timed, you can probably
afford to work slowly. However, you will want to work at a steady pace so that you can
complete the test before running out of energy.

Scoring

Most, but not all, standardized tests give no penalty for incorrect answers. If there is no
“wrong answer”’ penalty, it is a good idea to try to answer all of the questions. Even if you
are not sure about an answer, you should always make your best guess. However, if points
are taken off for incorrect answers, you should not make random guesses. You should
answer only the questions you think you have a very good chance of getting right. Tips for
eliminating incorrect answer choices are given below.

2  Standardized Test Preparation and Practice Workbook
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STUDENT INTRODUCTION

Learning and Practicing Test-taking Strategies

The best way to do well on a standardized test is to practice answering the types of
questions you will encounter on the test and to learn strategies that make it easier for you
to answer such questions correctly. Following are some general strategies for answering
multiple-choice questions.

Previewing

Previewing involves reading the title of a passage or illustration and reading the question
or question stem, but not the answer choices. This process helps you focus. After the
previewing step, go back and read the directions carefully and then read the entire passage.

Reading Passages with Pencil in Hand
With most standardized tests, you may write in the test booklet. If so, keep your pencil
handy as you read. Take notes for one purpose only: to identify or label the main idea of
each paragraph. You can underline the main idea, if it is stated in the paragraph. If the main
idea is not stated but instead implied, you can summarize it briefly in the margin next to
the paragraph. These notes will help you better understand the passage as you read. They
can also help you find information later, when you are answering questions on the passage.
Read each paragraph carefully so that you understand the main idea and the supporting
details. Do not skim. However, don’t try to absorb every fact. Don’t take detailed notes
or underline more than a single sentence. Focus on understanding the main idea of each
paragraph and passage. If you need to locate a specific detail to answer a question, refer to
your notes or skim the passage, as necessary.

Eliminating Incorrect Answers

If you cannot immediately determine the best answer to a multiple-choice question, you
can use the process of elimination to help find the answer. In this process, you identify
choices that are incorrect, often in several stages. Eliminating incorrect answers makes it
much easier to choose the best answer. The process of elimination involves these steps.

Step 1: Eliminate the answer choices that are obviously wrong.
Step 2: Reread the passage and the question carefully.
Step 3: Choose between the answer choices that remain.

See how this process can be used with the paragraph and question below.

Directions: Read the following paragraph and then answer the question that follows.
Bob sat down at the table and put his head in his hands. He had a disgruntled look on
his face. “I can’t believe that Mr. Hardison chose Alison Miller to represent the school
at the Model United Nations this year. I’m the one he should have chosen.”

Q: What does the word disgruntled mean in this passage?
A. delicious C. pleased
B. dissatisfied D. infuriated
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STUDENT INTRODUCTION

Step 1: Eliminate the answer choices that are obviously wrong. Answer choice (A) makes
no sense—what would it mean to have “a delicious look™ on one’s face? This is
nonsense, so it cannot be the correct answer. Answer choice (C) is also incorrect.
From the context you can tell that Bob is NOT pleased.

Step 2: Go back and read the paragraph again carefully. It is clear that Bob is unhappy,
since he “put his head in his hands” and then complained about something Mr.
Hardison had done.

Step 3: You already eliminated choices (A) and (C), so which of the remaining answer
choices seems to be the best answer? Someone who is infuriated is extremely angry.
Does Bob show signs of extreme anger? No. He is not yelling. He has not lost his
temper. He is, however, dissatisfied. The correct answer is (B).

Use the process of elimination with any multiple-choice question that you cannot
immediately answer. Even if you can eliminate only one answer choice, you have improved
your chances of choosing the correct answer. If the standardized test you are preparing for
does not take points off for wrong answers, you should always make a guess, even if you
are unsure about your answer. By using the process of elimination, you have a chance of
getting the question right.

Checking Your Answer Before Going On

Once you’ve chosen an answer to a question, verify that this is the best answer. Double-
check that each of the other choices is not as good an answer. Then, with a passage, look
for information to confirm the answer you chose. Or, with a vocabulary or grammar lesson,
substitute your choice in the sentence and make sure it makes sense. With other types of
questions, you might need to use other methods of checking your answer. For the best way
to check an answer, let common sense guide you. But make sure to follow this step. It will
help you avoid errors of carelessness.

Developing Your Skills with This Book

You can use this workbook to help you develop specific skills for taking standardized tests
in English language arts. The book includes 12 lessons covering test-taking strategies and
reading skills. It also provides strategies for answering questions about grammar, usage,
and mechanics. Each lesson begins with step-by-step tips for answering a specific type of
question. It gives a sample question and guides you on strategies for finding the correct
answer. Each lesson ends with several practice questions to help you increase your skills.

Taking Practice Tests

You’ve been reading and studying the subject area of your test. You’ve tried different test-
taking strategies and figured out which work well for you. You’ve practiced answering
different kinds of questions using this workbook or others. Now it is time to see how

you do in a test-taking situation. Find a copy of a practice test that is the same subject
and length as the standardized test you will be taking. If you are practicing on your own
at home, find a quiet place to take the test. Sit at a desk, as you would at school. Time
yourself, if the test is timed. Fill in a bubble sheet, if that is how you will be answering
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STUDENT INTRODUCTION

questions for the real test. Use the skills you’ve developed and do your best work. Grade
the test. Based on the questions you got wrong and those you got right, try to figure out
ways to increase your test-taking skills even more.

Build Up Your Confidence

If you’ve followed the steps discussed in this introduction and worked through this
workbook, you have done a good job preparing yourself for your standardized test. Be
proud of your preparation. Think positively about your abilities. Having a positive attitude
about a test is an important way to help yourself do well.

Another important thing you can do is to familiarize yourself with the testing site. If the
site is not at your school, visit the site a few days ahead of time. This will help you avoid
getting lost on the day of the test. Whether the test is at your school or at a different site,
try to go to the room where you will take the test. Sit in the room. Let yourself become
familiar with the environment. Notice where the clock is. However, if this isn’t possible,
don’t worry. Just plan to arrive early at the testing site, so you can sit quietly in your
assigned room before the test actually begins. This will help you become comfortable and
help increase your self-confidence.

What to Do the Day Before a Standardized Test

If possible, do something relaxing the day before a standardized test. Do not spend time
trying to study for the test. Last-minute cramming is more likely to make you nervous than
to help you improve your knowledge or skills. If you have gone through the exercises in
this workbook, you will be well prepared for a multiple-choice test on your reading and
English language skills.

The evening before a standardized test, eat a good meal. Pick out comfortable clothes,
including layers that you can take off or put on if the room is warm or cool. Gather the
supplies you need, including any admissions ticket, identification, sharpened pencils with
erasers, a watch, and anything else recommended by your teacher or by the instructions
given to you for the test. Set an alarm clock, if necessary, and get a good night’s sleep.

Strategies to Use During the Test

Make sure you eat a good breakfast the morning of a standardized test. If you will be
taking the test on a non-school day, try to arrive at the testing site a little early. Before you
leave your home, make sure that you have everything you need for the test.

Once you have found the testing room, take a seat. Look around the room to familiarize
yourself with it. Then take a deep breath. Gently stretch your back and shoulders. This will
help you relax.

As the test begins, listen to all the instructions given by the test proctor. If you don’t
understand one or more of the instructions, raise your hand and ask for clarification. Make
sure you follow the rules of the test.

Standardized Test Preparation and Practice Workbook — Grades 9 & 10



STUDENT INTRODUCTION

When you are taking the test, make sure you read the instructions for each passage,
selection, and test section very carefully. You need to follow all instructions.

You also need to read every question carefully and do your best work. Once you’ve
chosen an answer to a question, check your answer by referring back to the passage.
However, avoid changing answers unless you are positive that the first answer you picked
is incorrect. That is because your first answer is most likely to be the correct one. Don’t
second-guess yourself.

Mark or submit your answer according to instructions. Before going on, double-
check to make sure that you’ve given the answer you intended and that the number of the
question matches the number of your answer. It is important to follow these steps for every
single question you answer. Making a mistake with your answer sheet can ruin your score.

If you feel yourself tensing up during the test, take a deep breath. Stay seated but
stretch your muscles. Take a few seconds to relax. Then go back to the test.

If you finish the test before time is up, look over your answer sheet. If it is a bubble
sheet or a scan sheet, make sure to erase any stray pencil marks. Check to make sure that
each question has only one answer marked. Make sure that any answer you erased is
completely erased.

If you are not finished when the five-minute warning is given, finish the question you
are working on. If only a few questions remain, try to finish these questions. If you can’t
finish the test in the allotted time and there is no penalty for wrong answers, spend the last
few minutes of the test filling in the answers at random. You have a good chance of getting
some of the answers right.

When time is called, put your pencil down or submit your test, as directed. Follow all
of the verbal instructions given. Be proud of yourself for your hard work.

6  Standardized Test Preparation and Practice Workbook
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READING ® LESSON 1

Answering Multiple-Choice Questions Lesson

To answer a multiple-choice question, you must pick an answer from four choices I
that are provided. Use these steps as a general guide when answering multiple-
choice questions.

Step
1 Read the question carefully.

If the question is preceded by a passage, read the question and answer
choices first. This way you will know what to look for as you read the passage.
By reading the question carefully, you should be able to determine exactly
what the question is asking.

Step
2 If the question asks about a passage, read the passage carefully.

While reading the passage, you can underline or highlight words and take
notes in the margins of your test booklet.

Step
3 Read the question again and find the key words you need to identify the
correct answer.

Take special notice of words such as not or except. Usually these words ask
you to find the answer choice that contradicts information given in the passage
or is the exception among the answer choices.

Step
4 Think of the answer in your own words.

As you consider your answer, be sure to do the following:
» Refer to the reading selection.
e Use only information provided in the reading selection.

Step
5 Read all of the answer choices.

Look for the answer choice that is most similar to the answer you came up with
on your own and best answers the question. Even if you think you have found
the correct answer, read all of the answer choices to make sure there are none
that are better.

Standardized Test Preparation and Practice Workbook — Grades 9 & 10 9
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Lesson

10

Step
6

Step

Step

Double-check your answer.

You can double-check your answer using several methods, such as the
following:

« Refer to the reading selection.

* Reread the question.

Use the process of elimination.

If you have not been able to identify the correct answer, use the process of
elimination to help you identify incorrect answer choices. You can start by
drawing a line through the choices that you are sure are incorrect. In this way,
you will remember that you already considered these answer choices and
rejected them. Then consider your remaining choices. For example, you may
be able to figure out that some answer choices are incorrect because they
contradict information given in the reading selection.

It is possible that you may be able to eliminate three answer choices, leaving
you with only one answer choice. If that happens, select the remaining answer
choice because there is a good chance that it is the correct answer.

You may be able to eliminate only one or two answer choices. If so, make an
intelligent guess from the remaining answer choices. By eliminating even one

answer choice, you have increased your chances of picking the correct answer.

Circle the correct answer choice in your test booklet. Then carefully fill in the
appropriate bubble on your answer sheet. When you fill in the bubble, make
sure it is for the question on which you have been working.

Remember that each of the multiple-choice lessons guides you through
answering a sample question using a condensed version of the eight-step
approach. The condensed version is tailored to meet the demands of the type
of question covered in each lesson. Steps 1 and 2 are usually the same. In
some lessons, Steps 2 through 5 guide you through the process of elimination.
In most lessons that include passages, Steps 3 through 5 guide you through a
condensed version of the eight-step process.

Each lesson provides you with a practice section, in which you answer
questions on your own.

Standardized Test Preparation and Practice Workbook
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READING ® LESSON 1

Practice

Now practice using the steps by reading this short passage and then answering a question that is
similar to one you might see on a standardized test.

This excerpt is from a speech Abraham Lincoln gave in 1858.

If we could first know where we are, and whither we are tending, we could better judge
what to do, and how to do it. We are now far into the fifth year since a policy was initiated
with the avowed object, and confident promise, of putting an end to slavery agitation.

Under the operation of that policy, that agitation not only has not ceased, but has constantly
augmented. In my opinion, it will not cease until a crisis shall have been reached and passed.
“A house divided against itself can not stand.” I believe this government can not endure
permanently half slave and half free. I do not expect the Union to be dissolved; I do not expect
the house to fall; but I do expect that it will cease to be divided. It will become all one thing,
or all the other. Either the opponents of slavery will arrest the further spread of it, and place it
where the public mind shall rest in the belief that it is in the course of ultimate extinction; or
its advocates will push it forward till it shall become alike lawful in all the States, old as well
as new, North as well as South. Have we no tendency to the latter condition? Let any one who
doubts carefully contemplate that now almost complete legal combination-piece of machinery,
so to speak—compounded of the Nebraska doctrine and the Dred Scott decision.

Step

Step

In the above quote, what does Abraham Lincoln mean when he says, “A house divided against
itself cannot stand”?

A. The division of the House of Representatives into two political parties will eventually
cause the House to dissolve.

B. It is not possible for the Union to remain a combination of slave states and free states.

e

Lincoln won’t stand for slavery in the Union any longer.

D. Slavery causes unrest in a household because slavery divides a house into free people and
slaves.

Read the question carefully.

Make sure you understand what the question is asking. The question is asking you about
the meaning, or intent, of Lincoln’s words.

Read the passage carefully.

Underline any words that inform you about the meaning of the sentence quoted in the
guestion. Take special note of such statements and phrases as slavery agitation and this
government can not endure permanently half slave and half free.

Standardized Test Preparation and Practice Workbook — Grades 9 & 10 11
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Step
3

Step

Step

Step

Step

Step

12

Read the question again and find the key words that you need to identify the correct answer.

When reading the question again, take note of the word divided. It is a key word in both the
passage and the question. It is likely that the correct answer will contain a related word.

Think of the answer in your own words.

Your answer might be something like, “The government can’t go on being half slave and half
free.” Remember that your answer should be supported by information from the speech.

Read all of the answer choices. Look for the answer choice that is most similar to the
answer choice you came up with on your own.

Answer choice B states, “It is not possible for the Union to remain a combination of slave
states and free states.” This choice is similar to the answer you stated in your own words
using details from the speech. This may be the correct answer, but be sure to read the
other answer choices to be sure that this answer is the best.

Double-check your answer.

For this question, you can double-check your answer by reviewing the details in the speech
and reconsidering each answer choice to be sure that the words in the speech support
answer choice B. Also, you can be sure that answer choices A, C, and D are not supported
by details in the speech.

If you were unable to come up with an answer to the question in your own words, then you
can use the process of elimination to find an answer.

Answer choice A states, “The division of the House of Representatives into two political
parties will eventually cause the House to dissolve.” Lincoln does not mention the division
of the House of Representatives into two parties. Therefore, A is probably not the correct
answer. Draw a line through this answer choice.

Answer choice B states, “It is not possible for the Union to remain a combination of slave
states and free states.” This answer choice is similar to Lincoln’s statement quoted in the
question. This may be the correct answer, but read the remaining answer choices to be
sure.

Answer choice C states, “Lincoln won't stand for slavery in the Union any longer.” Lincoln
does imply that the issue of slavery will divide the nation, but this answer choice interprets
the speaker’s implication too narrowly. Answer choice B is a better answer. Draw a line
through answer choice C.

Answer choice D states, “Slavery causes unrest in a household because slavery divides
a house into free people and slaves.” Lincoln does use the metaphor of the nation being
a house in his speech, but this answer choice assumes that he meant house literally.

Therefore, this is probably not the correct answer. Draw a line through answer choice D.

Circle the correct answer choice in your test booklet.

Remember to fill in the correct bubble on your answer sheet.
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READING ® LESSON 1

Practice

Now practice using the steps by reading this short passage and then answering a question that is
similar to one you might see on a standardized test.

As September draws near, we must start thinking about how we are going to approach this
school year. I have noticed that attendance at extracurricular events has dropped significantly
during the past few of years. While maintaining good grades must always take the prime
place among the goals of all students, we should also consider the importance of joining
school teams, clubs, and societies. Not only do they foster good social skills, but they are also
important to include on college applications

Step

Step

Step

Step

In the passage above, what does the author mean when she says, “maintaining good grades
must always take the prime place among the goals of all students”?

A. Students must get good grades in all of their classes to attend extracurricular events.
B. Students should begin the school year by getting good grades.

C. Getting good grades is the most important part of being a student.
D.

High school is competitive, and a student must get good grades in order to graduate.

Read the question carefully.

Make sure you understand what the question is asking. The question is asking you about the
meaning or intent of the author’s words.

Read the passage carefully.

Underline any words that inform you about the meaning of the sentence quoted in the
guestion. Take special notice of such statements and phrases as maintaining good grades
and prime place.

Read the question again and find the key words that you need to identify the correct
answer.

On this reading of the question, take note of the words good grades and prime place.
These are key words in both the passage and the question. It is likely that the correct
answer will contain related words.

Think of the answer in your own words.

Your answer might be something like, “Good grades are more important than
extracurricular activities.” Remember that your answer should be supported by information
from the passage.

Standardized Test Preparation and Practice Workbook — Grades 9 & 10 13
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Step
5

Step

Step

Step

14

Read all of the answer choices. Look for the answer choice that is most similar to the
answer you came up with on your own.

Answer choice C states, “Getting good grades is the most important part of being a
student.” This choice is similar to the answer you stated in your own words using details
from the passage. This may be the correct answer, but read the other answer choices to be
sure it is correct.

Double-check your answer.

For this question, you can double-check your answer by reviewing the details in the article
and reconsidering each answer choice to be sure that the words in the passage support
answer choice C. Also, you can be sure that answer choices A, B, and D are not supported
by details in the article.

If you were unable to come up with an answer to the question in your own words, then you
can use the process of elimination to find an answer.

Answer choice A states, “Students must get good grades in all of their classes to attend
extracurricular events.” This is unlike the answer you developed in your own words using
details from the passage. Therefore, this is probably not the correct answer. Draw a line
through this answer choice.

Answer choice B states, “Students should begin the school year by getting good grades.”
Again, this is unlike the answer you developed in your own words using details from the
passage. Therefore, this is probably not the correct answer. Draw a line through this
answer choice.

Answer choice C states, “Getting good grades is the most important part of being a
student.” This is similar to the answer you developed in your own words using details from
the passage. This may be the correct answer, but read the last answer choice to be sure.

Answer choice D states, “High school is competitive, and a student must get good grades
in order to graduate.” While this answer does state that a student must get good grades,
this answer choice interprets the speaker’s statement too narrowly with the words “in order
to graduate.” Answer choice C is a better choice. Draw a line through answer choice D.

By using the process of elimination, you have determined that the correct answer is C.

Circle answer choice C in your test booklet. Remember to fill in the correct bubble on your
answer sheet.
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READING ® LESSON 2

Questions About Lesson

Main Ideas and Details 2

There might be questions about main ideas and details on your test. Learn how to
answer this type of question by doing some examples.

... During World War I, the Navajos made an invaluable contribution as Code
Talkers —highly trained soldiers who relayed secret, oral coded messages.

A perpetual problem in military operations is how to send messages that
the enemy cannot understand. In World War I, both sides intercepted and
decoded each other’s radio and telephone communications. New codes had to be
continually developed as old ones were broken. But in the Pacific, the Navajos
relayed messages using the only code that an enemy has never cracked.

A little-known and little-used language that had never been written down,
Navajo was difficult to learn because of its intricate grammatical rules and
tonal character. Other than the Navajos themselves, few people in the world had

mastered its unusual and complicated sounds.

Which sentence best describes the theme of this passage?

A. The Navajo code talkers speak a complicated language.

B. It is difficult to learn to speak the Navajo language.

C. The Navajo code talkers contributed greatly to the war effort.
D.

Many Navajos realized that it would be difficult for
them to learn English.

Step Test Tip
1 Before you begin to read the passage, read the question Questions on your test
and answers. This way you will know what to look for when may refer to the main
you read the passage. idea of a passage as
the “generalization.”
Step When answering these
2 Read the passage carefully. Think about the theme, or questions, look for the
main idea, of the passage and write down your notes on answer choice that
the following lines. summarizes the main

idea of the passage.

Standardized Test Preparation and Practice Workbook — Grades 9 & 10
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Lesson Step
2 3 Read the question and answer choices again. Find the choice that best
matches the notes you took in Step 2.
Step

4 What is the best answer choice?

Step
5 Circle the correct answer. Remember that on the test you will need to fill in the
correct bubble on your answer sheet.

Remember that some questions will ask you to identify specific details in a passage,
not the theme or main idea. The same steps apply to questions about details.
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Practice

Read the poem and answer the questions that follow.

READING ® LESSON 2

Two roads diverged in a yellow wood,
And sorry I could not travel both

And be one traveler, long I stood

And looked down one as far as I could
To where it bent in the undergrowth;

Then took the other, as just as fair,

And having perhaps the better claim,
Because it was grassy and wanted wear;
Though as for that the passing there
Had worn them really about the same,

And both that morning equally lay

In leaves no step had trodden black.
Oh, I kept the first for another day!
Yet knowing how way leads on to way,
I doubted if I should ever come back

I shall be telling this with a sigh
Somewhere ages and ages hence:

Two roads diverged in a wood, and [—
I took the one less traveled by,

And that has made all the difference.

(Robert Frost, “The Road Not Taken™)

1.

The implied main idea of this poem is that
A. one should be willing to choose a path in life that is unpopular.
one should make sure one doesn’t get lost in the woods.

B.
C. one will probably regret any decision one makes.
D.

life is confusing and troubling.
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2. What does the speaker mean when he says, ‘“Yet knowing how way leads on to way, / I doubted if I

should ever come back”?

A.

He knew the way back to this part of the woods.

B. He knew that this path led him to another way out of the woods.
C.
D

. He doubted that he would come back because life is too short.

He feared that this path would lead him to his death.

3. What conclusion does the speaker make about the path he has chosen to follow?

A.

18

Because it was grassy and wanted wear.

B. Oh, I kept the first for another day!
C.
D. And that has made all the difference.

I shall be telling this with a sigh.
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READING ® LESSON 2

Read the passage and answer the questions that follow.

Every morning I read Greg McAllen’s column in the sports section. He’s by far the wittiest
sports writer working today. I often miss basketball games because of my night job at the
supermarket, and he always fills me in on what happened. He has such a vivid way of writing
that I feel as though I’ve actually watched the games that he describes. If you ever miss your
favorite sporting event, I suggest that you check out Greg McAllen’s column. You won’t be
disappointed.

4. Which generalization is supported by the information in the passage above?
A. Greg McAllen is a great sports writer.
B. Everyone has a favorite sport.

C. Greg McAllen’s column will make people feel as if they actually attended a sporting event he
describes.

D. Greg McAllen has written columns about basketball games.

5. The specific in this passage is
A. Greg McAllen is by far the wittiest sports writer working today.
B. Every morning, I read Greg McAllen’s column in the sports section.

C. Greg McAllen has such a vivid way of writing that I feel like I've actually watched the games
that he describes.

D. I suggest that you check out Greg McAllen’s column.
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Questions About

Vocabulary

READING ® LESSON 3

Lesson

3

There will be questions about vocabulary on your test. Learn how to answer this type

of question by doing some examples.

raised twice as much money as last year’s did.

Our school’s efficacious benefit dinner raised so much money that the school
can meet its budget and still pay for several new clubs. This year’s benefit dinner

According to the context, efficacious most likely means
A. unlucky.

B. successful.

C. insufficient.

D. abandoned.

Step

1 Read the example sentence carefully. If you do not know the meaning of
efficacious, use the process of elimination to determine the correct answer.

Step

2 Plug each answer choice into the sentence in place of efficacious. The first one

is done for you.

A Our school's unlucky benefit dinner raised so much
money that the school can meet its budget and still pay
for several new clubs.

B

C

D

Step

3 For each answer choice, ask yourself, “Does this sentence
make sense? Why or why not?” Eliminate choices that
definitely do NOT have the same meaning as efficacious.

Step
4 Which answer choice makes the most sense?

Test Tip

When asked to define a
word, first think about
what the passage means
as a whole before
deciding which meaning
of the undefined word
makes the most sense in
its context.

Step

5 Circle the correct answer. Remember that on the test you will need to fill in the

correct bubble on your answer sheet.
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Practice

Read the paragraph and answer the questions that follow.

My friends all had phenomenal things to say about the new adventure movie. However, |
was disappointed when I saw the movie. In fact, it was probably the most dreadful movie I had
ever seen.

Within the context of the paragraph, the 2. In the paragraph, the author uses the word
word phenomenal means dreadful. What other word might the
A. cruel. author have used which means the same as
. dreadful?
B. terrible. '
C. confusing. A. likable
B. terrible
D. marvelous.
C. artful
D. entertaining

Use the following list of vocabulary words and their meanings to answer the question below.

affliction: a cause of pain and suffering
dankness: dampness or humidity

grievous: causing grief or pain

haven: a sanctuary, a place of rest or refuge

pontoon: a floating structure

22

In the context of the paragraph below, which of the following phrases best completes the last
sentence?

A. a grievous pontoon
B. a prison of dankness
C. aseries of afflictions
D. ahaven from the storm
The rain pounded against the hood of my jacket. Only two more miles to walk, but each
step would be a grueling test of my spirit and fortitude. The storm soaked into my skin, and the

thunder was loud and fierce. I longed to arrive home to all the comforts waiting for me. After
hiking through the rain, my house would feel like
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Questions About
The Organization of Arguments

There might be questions about the organization of arguments on your test. Learn
how to answer this type of question by doing some examples.

READING ® LESSON 4

Lesson

4

A ticket to a movie in a major U.S. city can cost as much as $10. Popcorn
and soda at the concession stands are grossly overpriced. Going to the movies is
becoming increasingly expensive, and the theaters are profiting more than ever. But
just when you thought that there was no other way that these large theater chains
could take advantage of movie fans, they decide to show product commercials
before their films.

Just a few years ago, the minutes before a movie were reserved for previews.
Now in certain theaters, moviegoers must sit through advertisements for soft
drinks, cellular phones, and fast food. Recently a person complained to noted
film critic Roger Ebert about having to sit through twenty minutes of advertising
before watching the film they paid to see. It is irritating enough to pay money to
watch a string of commercials, especially when they are followed by a series of
previews. But this much pre-film advertising turns the movie-going experience
into an almost painfully long ordeal.

Mr. Ebert had a simple response to this concerned moviegoer: Show your
displeasure to the theater owner. Ebert claimed that if he had to endure that much
advertising before seeing a film, he would walk out of the theater. If enough people
protest excessive advertising at the beginning of movies, theater owners may start to
“get the picture.”

Step

Which statement about the passage is a valid conclusion?

A. Popcorn and soda at the concession stands are grossly Test Tip

overpriced. When determining the
mode of development of
an argument, take note
of signal words and

B. This much advertising turns the movie-going experience
into a painfully long experience.

C. Itis irritating enough to pay good money to watch phrases. For example,
a string of commercials, especially when they are words and phrases
followed by a series of previews. such as however and on
D. If enough people protest excessive advertising at the the other hand suggest
beginning of movies, theater owners may start to “get a compare/contrast

the picture.”

structure. An argument
that contains words

such as next and then
Read the question and the answer choices to help you is probably organized in
determine what to look for as you read the passage. sequential order.
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Lesson Step

24

4 2 Read the passage carefully.

Step
3 Think about which answer choice is a conclusion based on the arguments
in the passage, and which are opinions that develop the argument in the
passage.

A valid conclusion comes as the result of the argument, and is not a basis for

the argument. On the lines below, identify each answer choice as an opinion that
develops the argument or as a conclusion that follows from supporting opinions. The
first one is done for you.

A This is an opinion that supports the author's arqgument.

B

c

D

Step
4 Circle the correct answer. Remember that on the test you will need to fill in the
correct bubble on your answer sheet.

Standardized Test Preparation and Practice Workbook

“oul ‘saiuedwo) [IH-MeIDI 8YL JO UOISIAIP B ‘|lIH-MeIDIN/800us|9 @ 1yBLAdoD



Copyright © Glencoe/McGraw-Hill, a division of The McGraw-Hill Companies, Inc.

READING ® LESSON 4

Practice

Read the following excerpt from a speech given by Susan B. Anthony in 1873 about women'’s
right to vote. Then answer the questions that follow.

Friends and fellow citizens:—I stand before you tonight under indictment for the alleged
crime of having voted at the last presidential election, without having a lawful right to vote.
It shall be my work this evening to prove to you that in thus voting, I not only committed no
crime, but, instead, simply exercised my citizen’s rights, guaranteed to me and all United
States citizens by the National Constitution, beyond the power of any State to deny. . . . The
preamble of the Federal Constitution says:

“We, the people of the United States, in order to form a more perfect union, establish
justice, insure domestic tranquillity, provide for the common defense, promote the general
welfare, and secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and our posterity, do ordain and
establish this Constitution for the United States of America.”

It was we, the people; not we, the white male citizens; nor yet we, the male citizens; but
we, the whole people, who formed the Union. And we formed it, not to give the blessings of
liberty, but to secure them; not to the half of ourselves and the half of our posterity, but to the
whole people—women as well as men. And it is a downright mockery to talk to women of
their enjoyment of the blessings of liberty while they are denied the use of the only means of
securing them provided by this democratic-republican government—the ballot.

1.

According to Anthony, the Union was formed to
A. secure the rights of all people.

B. bless the liberty we all share.

C. establish a democratic-republican government.
D.

provide all people with the right to vote.

In this excerpt, Anthony states that all citizens have the right to vote. In the context of the speech,

which of these conclusions can be most reasonably drawn?

A. Anthony did not actually vote in the election, because women had not yet gained the right to

vote.
B. Anthony wants to show that she has no prior record of criminal behavior.

C. Although she voted in the election, Anthony believes that she committed no crime.

D. Anthony believes that because women cannot vote, women are above the law and cannot be

prosecuted.
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3. Organize the following events which led up to the result: I was kicked off the soccer team
because I watched a movie.

o0 wp

1) I missed the 3:55 pm bus.

2) For the third time this week, I showed up at least thirty minutes late to soccer practice.
3) I had to walk to soccer practice.

4) I was watching a movie until 4:00 pm.

1,2,3,4

2,3,4,1

2,4,1,3

4,1,3,2

The series of elements in the preceding question suggests that the narrator was kicked off the
soccer team because

A.

the narrator missed the beginning of soccer practice.

B. the movie was longer than other movies.
C.
D

. the narrator was watching a movie at practice.

the narrator forgot the bus schedule.

Read the following passage and then answer the question that follows.

My mother and I played a quick game of basketball in the park. I was surprised when she

completly defeated me. She suggested that we play again next week but that we bet our chores
on the game. Whoever lost would have to do the winner’s chores for a month. I practiced all
week against my friends. When the time came to play, [ would be prepared. Boy, was I glad
not to have to do my chores.

5. The passage is logically incomplete because a sentence is missing. Which of these is the missing
sentence?

26

A.

My mother played basketball for all four of her college years.

B. When game day finally arrived, I barely won against my mother.
C.
D. My friends are not good basketball players, but I needed the practice.

My chores are to do the dishes, take out the garbage, and scrub the kitchen floor.
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READING ® LESSON 5

Questions About Lesson

Inferences 5

There might be questions about inferences on your test. Learn how to answer this
type of question by doing some examples.

Rhode Island is the smallest state in the union. It was the last of the thirteen
original colonies to become a state, and its capital is Providence. It borders
Connecticut and Massachusetts, which were also original colonies.

Which of the following conclusions can be drawn from the above information?
A. Rhode Island is to the east of Connecticut and to the west of Massachusetts.
B. Connecticut became a state before Rhode Island did.

C. Massachusetts is a smaller state than Connecticut.
D.

Providence was the capital of Rhode Island before Rhode Island became a
state.

Step
1 Read the question and the answer choices carefully. This will help you to know
what to look for as you read the passage.

Step

2 Read the entire passage, noticing the major details that might lead you to a
valid conclusion. Write down important details on these lines.

Test Tip

Be aware that the
incorrect answers to
inference questions may
be true statements but
that these statements
do not answer the
question. Think carefully
about what the question
is asking you to do
before you select your
answer choice.
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Lesson Step

5 3 On the lines below, indicate whether each answer choice is a valid conclusion
that can be drawn from the passage. The first one has been done for you.

Answer choice A is an invalid conclusion.

Step
4 Circle the correct answer. Remember that on the test you will need to fill in the
correct bubble on your answer sheet.
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READING ® LESSON 5

Practice

Read the passage and answer the questions that follow.

“On your mark,” the track coach called out.

The three girls planted their feet on the starting line. Juanita, who held the school’s
sprinting record, shook her hands and wiggled her shoulders. She wanted to stay loose.
Marva fixed her eyes on the finish line, her concentration deep. She wore the ring that her
grandmother had given her for good luck. Liz, the tallest of the three girls, stretched her arms
toward the sky and breathed deeply, nervousness etched on her face. Butterflies swirled in her
stomach.

“Get set,” the coach shouted, raising her orange flag as all three girls hunched over in the
blocks. Liz glanced at her mother in the stands.

Each of the girls was a powerful athlete. Juanita had won her last five races. Marva trained
as a skier in the winter months. Liz was the school’s best javelin thrower. They all worked very
hard to prepare for this race.

The people in the stands sat silently. Liz’s mother’s eyes widened. The coach suddenly
lowered the flag and loudly shouted, “Go!” The three girls burst out of the blocks.

1.

Which of the following is most likely a reason that Liz’s mother’s eyes widened?
A. She was surprised that Liz was in the race.

B. She was excited by the beginning of the race.

C. She was startled by the beginning of the race.
D

. She saw Liz stretching her arms and looking nervous.

Which sentence describes the implicit idea of the passage?
A. Tt was going to be a close race.

B. The coach did not like the three girls.

C. Running is a healthy form of exercise.
D.

Wearing a charm for good luck can ease nervousness.
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3. The author of this passage is probably

30

A.

a track coach.

B. Liz’s mother.
C.
D

. a sports writer.

a professional athlete.

The setting of this passage is probably

A.

a track at the Olympic games.

B. ahigh school track.
C.
D

. the largest stadium in the state.

an elementary school track.

Which assertion is best supported by the evidence in the passage?

A.

Juanita will win the race.

B. Liz and her mother do not have a close relationship.
C.
D

. Marva won most of her skiing competitions.

Liz felt some anxiety about the race.

Standardized Test Preparation and Practice Workbook

“oul ‘saiuedwo) [IH-MeIDI 8YL JO UOISIAIP B ‘|lIH-MeIDIN/800us|9 @ 1yBLAdoD



Copyright © Glencoe/McGraw-Hill, a division of The McGraw-Hill Companies, Inc.

READING ® LESSON

Read the passage and answer the questions that follow.

5

The most important day I remember in all my life is the one on which my teacher, Anne
Mansfield Sullivan, came to me. I am filled with wonder when I consider the immeasurable
contrasts between the two lives which it connects. It was the third of March, 1887, three
months before I was seven years old. . . .

One day, while I was playing with my new doll, Miss Sullivan put my big rag doll into
my lap also, spelled “d-o-1-1,” and tried to make me understand that “d-o-1-1" applied to
both. Earlier in the day we had had a tussle over the words “m-u-g” and “w-a-t-e-r.” Miss
Sullivan had tried to impress it upon me that “m-u-g” is mug and that “w-a-t-e-r”” is water, but
I persisted in confounding the two. In despair she had dropped the subject for the time, only
to renew it at the first opportunity. I became impatient at her repeated attempts and, seizing
the new doll, I dashed it upon the floor. I was keenly delighted when I felt the fragments of
the broken doll at my feet. Neither sorrow nor regret followed my passionate outburst. I had
not loved the doll. In the still, dark world in which I lived there was no strong sentiment or
tenderness. I felt my teacher sweep the fragments to one side of the hearth, and I had a sense
of satisfaction that the cause of my discomfort was removed. She brought me my hat, and I
knew I was going out into the warm sunshine. This thought, if a wordless sensation may be
called a thought, made me hop and skip with pleasure.

(Helen Keller, from The Story of My Life)

6. Which of the following is the most likely reason that the author considers the day she describes
at the beginning of the passage to be the most important day in her life?

A. It was a day shortly before she turned seven years old.

B. It was the day she met the woman who would teach her to connect words to objects.
C. It was the day she learned to spell three different words, mug, doll, and water.
D.

It was the day she received a new doll.

7. Which choice states the inferred main idea of the passage?
A. The author was grateful to learn what words mean even though it was a difficult process.
B. The author enjoyed playing with her doll until she broke it.
C. The author turned seven years old three days after March 3, 1887.
D.

The author felt satisfied when her teacher swept up the pieces of her broken doll.
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8.

32

Which statement is the strongest support for the main idea of the passage?

A. The author never wanted to learn how to spell.

B. The author was confused and angry because she lived in a “still, dark world.”
C. Anne Mansfield Sullivan was a very kind woman.
D.

The author is now remembered as a courageous woman.

Which assertion is best supported by the evidence in the passage?

A. The author was always very studious and thoughtful.

Anne Mansfield Sullivan worked as a school teacher before working with the author.

B.
C. At first, learning to relate words to objects was very difficult for the author.
D.

The author did not need a teacher to learn how to spell.
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READING ® LESSON 6

Questions About Lesson

Fact and Opinion 6

There might be questions about distinguishing between fact and opinion on your test.
Learn how to answer this type of question by doing some examples.

Birds that live in areas with distinct seasonal differences are more likely to
migrate. The longest migration is that of the arctic tern, which travels between the
North and South Poles. It would be impossible to track these arctic terns. Many
other types of birds choose warm areas close to the equator to make their home.
Some other birds prefer to travel a short distance from their northern homes to an
area that is at least slightly warmer.

Which statement from the passage is an opinion?

A. Birds that live in areas with distinct seasonal differences are more likely to
migrate.

B. The longest migration is that of the arctic tern.

a

It would be impossible to track these arctic terns.

D. Many other types of birds choose areas close to the equator to make their
home.

Step
1 Read the question and the answer choices carefully. This will help you to know
what to look for as you read the passage.

Step
2 Read the passage. Then review each answer choice and .
ask yourself whether the statement is a fact or an opinion. Test Tlp
Write fact or opinion on the lines provided. In questions about
fact versus opinion,
A some incorrect answer
B choices may use the
same words as those
4 used in the passage. At
D a quick glance, these
answer choices may
Step seem to be correct.
3 Eliminate the answer choices that are facts. Be sure to read each
answer choice carefully
to avoid careless errors.

Step
4 One answer choice is an opinion. Write its letter here.

Step
> Circle the correct answer. Remember that on the test you will need to fill in the
correct bubble on your answer sheet.
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Practice

Read the passages and answer the questions that follow.

A young woman stared out the window at the clouds rolling in. She seemed saddened by
the change of weather. She let out a quiet sigh. A young man heard her sigh. He approached
her and gestured to his umbrella. “You can have it, if you need it,” he offered. The young
woman merely shook her head.

1. Which statement from the passage is an opinion?
A. A young woman stared out the window at the clouds rolling in.
B. She seemed saddened by the change of weather.
C. She let out a quiet sigh.
D. He approached her and gestured to his umbrella.

Organic gardening is gardening without the use of any chemicals or pesticides. Organic
gardening is more beneficial than regular gardening. The amount of waste an organic gardener
creates is approximately a fifth of the waste that a regular gardener creates. Americans spend
approximately six billion dollars on lawn care each year. Organic gardeners do not need to
spend much money on lawn care. Plants can absorb vitamins through the soil; thus, using
manure as fertilizer instead of using commercial fertilizer actually increases a crop’s vitamin
content.

2. Which statement from the passage is an opinion?

A. Organic gardening is more beneficial than regular gardening.

B. The amount of waste an organic gardener creates is approximately a fifth of the waste that a
regular gardener creates.

C. Americans spend approximately six billion dollars on lawn care each year.

D. Using manure as fertilizer instead of using commercial fertilizer actually increases a crop’s
vitamin content.
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Questions About

Purpose

READING ® LESSON 7

Lesson

7

There might be questions about purpose on your test. Learn how to answer this type

of question by doing some examples.

hills that rise above the city. The streets buzz with energy!

Can you imagine a lovelier place than California?

California is the most spectacular spot on Earth! In the north, enormous
redwoods and fresh-smelling eucalyptus trees dot the landscape, along with
vividly colored wildflowers, such as orange poppies, yellow hollyhocks, and
purple lavender. San Francisco—filled with sloping hills, brightly painted
Victorian houses, and breathtaking views—brims with charm and mystery.

In the south, ocean-side beach houses line the coast, and navy blue waves crash
on the cream-colored sand. People skate, jog, and stroll along the boardwalks,
gazing out at the Pacific Ocean and occasionally bumping into a movie star. Los
Angeles abounds with museums, cafes, and discos that are nestled in the winding

The primary purpose of the above passage is to

A. explain the various plant life of California.

B. tell the history of California.

C. compare and contrast San Francisco and Los Angeles.
D.

describe the beauty of California.

Step
1 Read the question and the answer choices carefully. This
will help you to know what to look for as you read the
passage.

Step
2 Read the passage carefully. Based on information in the
passage, list as many details about California as you can
on the lines provided.

Test Tip

To discover the author’s
purpose, look for key
words that tell you what
the author is trying

to accomplish in the
passage.
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Lesson Step
7 3 Summarize the information you listed in Step 2.

Step
4 Now look at the answer choices. Which ones can be eliminated? Why?

Step
°  You are left with answer choice D. Why is this the best answer?

Step

6 Circle the correct answer. Remember that on the test you will need to fill in the
correct bubble on your answer sheet.
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READING ® LESSON 7

Practice

Read the following excerpt and answer the questions that follow.

Pembrokeshire Coast National Park

Most famous for the 167-mile Pembrokeshire Coast Path, the park runs along a coastline
riddled with rugged cliffs, superb sandy beaches, rocky coves, and tiny fishing villages.
There’s some gorgeous scenery and spectacular coastal walks. Inland, the historic Preseli
Hills hide ancient trade routes, hill forts, standing stones, and burial chambers. Offshore, the
islands of Skomer, Skokholm, and Grassholm are inhabited by colonies of puffins, guillemots,
razorbills, gannets, and grey seals. The area is an activity lover’s paradise, with a choice of
hiking, pony trekking, surfing, windsurfing, kayaking, and fishing opportunities.

Gower Peninsula

This area was the first part of Britain to be officially designated an Area of Outstanding
Beauty—for good reason. A favorite haunt of Dylan Thomas, the predominately National
Trust-owned peninsula has superb sandy beaches, beautiful cliff scenery, smuggler’s coves,
and some great walks. Points of interest include Worm’s Head and the village of Rhossili.

Castles

Edward I's superb castles are one of Wales’ biggest drawcards. His legacy includes the
classically geometric Beaumaris, Caernarfon with its Prince of Wales affiliations, crenellated
Conwy, and the sturdy ruins of Harlech. Wales’ other castles include fairy-tale Caerphilly
(9 miles (14 km) north of Cardiff), Victorian Gothic Cardiff, the rambling ruins of 12th-
century Carew, the cliff-top drama of Chepstow, Swansea’s Oystermouth, and tower-topped
Pembroke.

I.

The primary purpose of the passage is to the reader.

A. convince
B. inform
C. entertain

D. impress
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2. The tone of the passage can best be described as
A. enthusiastic.
B. cynical.
C. hesitant.
D. detached.

3. This passage is most appropriately directed at which of the following audiences?
A. people who live in Wales
B. fishermen in need of new fishing locations
C. people interested in history

D. people interested in travel

4. Which group of words from the passage best reflects its tone?
A. famous, first, village
B. superb, gorgeous, beautiful
C. park, coastline, peninsula
D

. runs, fishing, officially

38  Standardized Test Preparation and Practice Workbook

“oul ‘saiuedwo) [IH-MeIDI 8YL JO UOISIAIP B ‘|lIH-MeIDIN/800us|9 @ 1yBLAdoD



Copyright © Glencoe/McGraw-Hill, a division of The McGraw-Hill Companies, Inc.

READING ® LESSON 7

Read the following excerpt and answer the questions that follow.

Types of Fire Extinguishers

Fire extinguishers are labeled according to the kind of fire on which they should be used.
Using the wrong type of extinguisher can be dangerous and make things worse.

Type A extinguishers are used for fires involving such things as paper, cloth, wood,
rubber, and many plastics. These types of fires usually leave ashes when they burn, so use
Type A extinguishers for fires that leave ashes.

Type B extinguishers are used for burning liquids, such as oil, gasoline, paints, grease,
and solvents. These substances often come in barrel-shaped containers, so use Type B
extinguishers for barrels.

Type C extinguishers are used for electrical fires such as wiring or fuse boxes. Electricity
travels in a circuit, so use Type C extinguishers for circuits.

Remember, A is for Ashes, B is for Barrels, and C is for Circuits. Make sure you have the
correct type of fire extinguisher before you try to use it.

Using a Fire Extinguisher

To help you remember how to use a fire extinguisher, learn this simple acronym: PASS.
PASS stands for Pull, Aim, Squeeze, and Sweep.

Pull the pin at the top of the extinguisher cylinder.
Aim the nozzle at the base of the fire.
Squeeze or press the handle.

Sweep the spray from side-to-side at the fire’s base until it goes out.

1.

The primary purpose of the passage is to
A. persuade.

B. inform.
C. entertain.
D.

express an opinion.
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2. Which types of details indicate the author’s purpose?

40

A.
B.

C
D

images, ideas, and characters
reasons to get you to agree
. facts and technical language

. facts that amuse or fascinate

To which audience would this passage be BEST directed?

A.

B
C.
D

professional firefighters
. volunteer firefighters
homeowners

. laboratory workers

The tone of this passage can BEST be described as

A.

B
C

D.

enthusiastic.
. humorous.
. depressing.

serious.
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READING ® LESSON 8

Questions About Lesson

Literary Terms 8

There might be questions about literary terms on your test. Learn how to answer this
type of question by doing some examples.

The sun was shining on the sea,
Shining with all his might:

He did his very best to make

The billows smooth and bright—
And this was odd, because it was
The middle of the night.

The moon was shining sulkily,
Because she thought the sun
Had got no business to be there
After the day was done—

“It’s very rude of him,” she said,
“To come and spoil the fun!”

(Lewis Carroll, from “The Walrus and the Carpenter”)

The first line of the poem says, “The sun was shining on the
sea.” In literary terms, this is an example of

A. metaphor. Test Ti D

B. alliteration. It is important to

C. setting. become familiar with
D. irony. different literary terms
SO you can answer
Step questions about
1 Read the question and the answer choices. This will help them. Do you know
you determine what to look for as you read the poem. what such terms as

climax, plot, refrain,
imagery, assonance,
onomatopoeia, and
alliteration mean?

Step
2 Read the poem carefully.
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Step
3 Define the term in each answer choice to the best of your ability. Write your definitions on
the following lines.

Step
4 |dentify the literary term among the answer choices that best satisfies the requirements of
the question. Write the letter of the answer choice on the line below.

Step

4 Circle the correct answer. Remember that on the test you will need to fill in the correct
bubble on your answer sheet.
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Practice

Read the poem and answer the questions that follow.

READING ® LESSON 8

When I watch you

wrapped up like garbage

sitting, surrounded by the smell

of too old potato peels

or

when I watch you

in your old man’s shoes

with the little toe cut out

sitting, waiting for your mind

like next week’s grocery

I say

when I watch you

you wet brown bag of a woman

who used to be the best looking
gal in Georgia

used to be called the Georgia Rose

I stand up

through your destruction

I stand up

(Lucille Clifton, “Miss Rosie™)

1.

In Lucille Clifton’s poem, the speaker states, “you wet brown bag of a woman.” In literary terms

this is

A. onomatopoeia.
B. assonance.

C. refrain.

D. metaphor.
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2. In the poem, the speaker describes the destruction of the older generation of African American
women. In literary terms this the

A. parable.
B. mood.
C. theme.
D.

climax.

3. In the poem, the speaker states that the older woman “used to be called the Georgia Rose” to
A. make the reader feel more familiar with the woman.
B. identify the woman.
C. illustrate the dramatic change in the woman.
D.

describe the woman’s lost interest in gardening.
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READING ® LESSON 8

Read the poem and answer the questions that follow.

I MIND me in the days departed,

How often underneath the sun

With childish bounds I used to run
To a garden long deserted.

The beds and walks were vanish’d quite;
And wheresoe’er had struck the spade,
The greenest grasses Nature laid,

To sanctify her right.

I call’d the place my wilderness,

For no one enter’d there but I.

The sheep look’d in, the grass to espy,
And pass’d it ne’ertheless.

The trees were interwoven wild,

And spread their boughs enough about

To keep both sheep and shepherd out,
But not a happy child.

Adventurous joy it was for me!

I crept beneath the boughs, and found

A circle smooth of mossy ground
Beneath a poplar-tree.

Old garden rose-trees hedged it in,

Bedropt with roses waxen-white,

Well satisfied with dew and light,
And careless to be seen.

Long years ago, it might befall,
When all the garden flowers were trim,
The grave old gardener prided him

On these the most of all.

Elizabeth Barrett Browning, from “The Deserted Garden”
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1. In Elizabeth Barrett Browning’s poem, the speaker states that she called “the place my
wilderness.” In literary terms, this is the

A. theme.
B. conflict.
C. setting.
D

. character.

2. In the poem, the speaker states “The trees were interwoven wild, / And spread their boughs
enough about / To keep both sheep and shepherd out, / But not a happy child.” In literary terms,

her use of the words wild and child is an example of
A. imagery.

B. hyperbole.

C. personification.

D

. rthyme.

3. In the poem, the speaker mentions the “grave old gardener.” In literary terms, her use of the

words grave and gardener is an example of
A. alliteration.

B. refrain.

C. onomatopoeia.

D

. assonance.

4. In the poem, the speaker states “I MIND me in the days departed, / How often underneath the sun
/ With childish bounds I used to run / To a garden long deserted.” In literary terms, her use of the

words departed and deserted is an example of
A. assonance.

B. consonance.

C. repetition.

D. symbol.
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READING ® LESSON 9

Questions About Lesson

Standard American English 9

There might be questions about standard American English on your test. Learn how
to answer this type of question by doing some examples.

Now, Millie, if you’re going to bike to school, you really oughtta wear your
bike helmet.

Choose the sentence below that best reflects the use of standard
American English.

A. You really oughtta wear your bike helmet.
B. You really should wear your bike helmet.
C. You really oughtta wears your bike helmet.
D.

You really ought to wears your bike helmet.

Step
1 Read the question and answer choices carefully.

Step

2 Identify the errors in each answer choice. State the error on the lines provided.
If you can’t find an error, leave the line blank. The first one is done for you.

A. The word oughtta should be eliminated because it isn't a word used in
standard American English.

B.
C Test Tip
D When answering

questions about
standard American
English, take note of
the answer choices

with spelling errors
first. Answer choices
that contain misspelled
words can be eliminated
immediately.

Standardized Test Preparation and Practice Workbook — Grades 9 & 10 47




LESSON 9 °® READING

Lesson Step
9 3 You are left with answer choice B. Why is this the best answer?
Step

4 Circle the correct answer. Remember that on the test you will need to fill in the
correct bubble on your answer sheet.
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READING ® LESSON 9

Practice

This passage is an excerpt from a story. Read the passage and answer the questions that follow.

“Hi, I'm, well, I want to, see if . . . Do you have time for a few questions?” Sandra stared
down at her shoes. She couldn’t make eye contact with the new science teacher.

“Sure. What’s up?” Ms. Hunter asked in the bright tone of someone trying to be as friendly
as possible.

“Yes, ma’am. I mean, thank you. I mean, you see, the school is starting a newspaper.”
Sandra faltered for a moment. “You see, ma’am, I would like to write an article on new
teachers. You're a new teacher. Well, not new, but new to this school at least.” Sandra blushed,
afraid that she had offended Ms. Hunter.

“That’s right dear, I am new to this school. I'm happy that you find me interesting enough
to write an article about me.” Ms. Hunter handed Sandra a pen and a pad of paper. “Why don’t
I get you started, because you’ve already started the interview.”

“I have?”

“Sure, you’ve already covered the major topic: I’'m new to this school, but I’ve taught
before. Let’s see. I started teaching science at Dearfield High School in Atlanta, Georgia. I
taught there for seventeen years. I just moved up here to Massachusetts a few months ago.”

“Oh, great. Yes, well, I'll write that down then. Hold on.” Sandra scribbled notes on the
pad, “I haven’t done an interview before. I'm sorry.”

“No, you’re doing great, Sandra. Just ask a few questions.”

“I didn’t actually prepare any.”

“Well, what do you need to know? What would you like to know?”

Sandra looked panic-stricken.

“Pretend I’'m not a teacher. What would you ask me if I were a new student in your class?”
“So, what bring you to these parts?” Sandra joked.

“See, that’s a great question. I wanted to see a new area of the country. Plus, I’ve got family
in the area. I also have a part-time job with the ski patrol on the weekends in the winter.”

“Ski patrol. That’s great!” Sandra burst out. “So, how long have you skied? How did you
get interested in ski patrol? Have you done that in the past? Do you like Massachusetts so far?
What is your favorite part of school so far? How is our school different from the school in
Georgia? Are the students in Georgia different from students here?”

“Ah, see. Now we’re getting started,” Ms. Hunter chuckled. Sandra could tell they were
going to get along.
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Read the following sentence and answer question 1.

“So, what bring you to these parts?”

1. What revision, if any, is needed?

A.

B
C.
D

Change the question mark after these parts to a period.

. Change bring to brings.

Change 1o to too.

. No correction is needed.

Read the following sentence and answer question 2.

“What’s up?”

2. In choosing this particular sentence, Ms. Hunter is using

A.

B.
C.
D.

incorrect grammatr.
colloquial English.
English dialect.

standard American English.

3. Which of the following statements uses the same speech pattern as Sandra uses in the beginning
of the passage?

A.

B
C.
D

“Pardon me, Mable. Do you mind if I trouble you for the time?”

. “Hon, git your hat, your keys, and your smile; we’re heading out on the town!”

“Oh, dearest Mariah, the flush upon your cheeks is like that of roses.”

. “I think, maybe, I might, uh, want to leave now.”

4. After reading the passage, it is possible to conclude from Sandra’s speech that she is most likely

A.

B
C.
D

well-educated.

. from the south.

nervous.

. ateacher.
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READING ® LESSON 9

Read the passage and answer the questions that follow.

“Lester, are you almost ready to leave?”” Martha shouted at the foot of the staircase.
“Almost, Mama. I’m just putting on my tie.”

Lester had never been to the theater before, and he wanted to look his best. He’d been
preparing for the performance all week. He chose the suit he wanted to wear and the bow tie
that he never before had a reason to wear. It was blue with thin white stripes.

“Do you need help with that tie?” Martha called.
“No, Mama. Daddy showed me how to tie it. Daddy reallie knowed whut he was doin’.”

Martha climbed the staircase because she wanted to see how Lester was doing. She never
knew that her husband could tie a bow tie and couldn’t imagine that he’d shown his son how to
do it. But when she got to Lester’s room, there he was, straightening his perfectly knotted tie
in front of the long mirror by the window.

“Oh, Lester,” Martha said, choking back tears. “You certainly look like a man today. I'm so
proud of you.”

Read the following sentence and answer question 5.

He’d been preparing for the performance all week.

5. What revision, if any, is needed?
A. Change the period after all week to a question mark.
B. Change been to bean.
C. Change he’d to he done.
D.

No correction is needed.

Read the following sentence and answer questions 6 and 7.

“...Daddy reallie knowed whut he was doin’.”

6. In choosing this particular sentence, Lester is using
A. English slang.
B. colloquial English.
C. inappropriate English.
D.

standard American English.
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7.

52

Which of the following statements uses the same speech pattern as in the sentence?

A. Oh Reginald, this sandwich is simply divine. Please give my compliments to your cook.

B. Yo, Jodie. How you been, girl? We got to hang out sometime.
C. Pray thee, my lord, is that the cry of Horatio harking at the chamber door?

D. Git off the couch wit yer durty shoes, Cletus. I done just cleaned up in here.
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Questions About

Research

READING ® LESSON 10

Lesson

There might be questions about research on your test. Learn how to answer this type

of question by doing some examples.

that is unnatural to them.

ownership before selling the pets.

Wild and exotic animals, such as non-domesticated canines and felines,
monkeys and non-human primates, bears, and reptiles should not be kept as pets.
Private ownership of exotic animals is prohibited because of health and safety
risks to humans and also because it is cruel to keep animals in an environment

Wild and exotic animals have natural social, physical, and mental needs that
private homes cannot meet. For example, many wild animals live in colonies.
Keeping them as a single pet does not meet their innate social needs. Also, being
out of their native climate can cause the animals to suffer stress. Studies show that
wild animals living in private homes have a shorter than average life span.

Private possession of most exotic animals is banned in twelve states and
partially banned in seven states. Licenses or permits are required in sixteen states.
The internet boom has made it easier for people to locate and purchase exotic
animals. Unfortunately, these sites are not required to check on the legality of

Which of these facts from the passage would be most relevant to use in a

presentation about the social habits of wild animals?
A. Many wild animals live in colonies.

B. Studies show that wild animals living in private homes
have a shorter life span.

C. Private possession of most exotic animals is banned in
twelve states.

D. The internet boom has made it easier for people to
locate and purchase exotic animals.

Test Tip

When answering
questions about
relevant details for
research projects, do
not confuse the topic
of the passage with the
topic being asked about
in the question. The
passage should be used
to find information that
is relevant to the topic
stated in the question.

10
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Lesson Step

54

10 °

Step

Step

Step

Step

Read the question and each answer choice carefully. Think about what the
question asks. What are the key phrases in the question? Write your answer
on the following lines.

Now read the passage carefully. What is the topic of the passage? Write your
answer on the following lines.

What is the topic of the presentation that is mentioned in the question?

Which answer choices are definitely not related to the topic stated in the
question?

Circle the correct answer. Remember that on the test you will need to fill in the
correct bubble on your answer sheet.
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READING ® LESSON 10

Practice

Read the passage and answer the question that follows.

Thunderstorms develop within high, puffy clouds that can reach more than 75,000 feet
in altitude. Within the clouds, air currents move rapidly up and down, producing electrical
charges. A single flash of lightning may transmit from 100 million to a billion volts of
electricity. In comparison, the typical current in a household electrical outlet, which is enough
to kill a person, is 110 volts.

Lightning greatly heats up the air along its path—to more than 50,000°F—and causes the
air to expand explosively. The hot expanding air generates shock waves, which become sound
waves—or thunder. Thus, lightning causes thunder. Because sound travels more slowly than
light, you hear thunder a number of seconds after you see the flash of lightning.

Lightning is not always visible, and it’s not always accompanied by heavy rain. Invisible
lightning occurs when an electrical current continues to flow along the path set up by a visible
strike. Dry thunderstorms, which bring lightning without rain, are common in arid regions
of the western United States. In those areas, low humidity often causes the rain to evaporate
before it ever hits the ground.

1.

Which of these facts from the passage would be most relevant to use in a presentation about the

dangers of electricity?

A. The typical current in a household electrical outlet, which is enough to kill a person, is 110

volts.

B. Within the clouds, air currents move rapidly up and down, producing electrical charges.

C. Invisible lightning occurs when an electrical current continues to flow along the path set up

by a visible strike.

D. Lightning greatly heats up the air along its path and causes the air to expand explosively.
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Read the passage and answer the question that follows.

You have been assigned to write a paper about the history of the Olympic games.

Specifically, you are to compare the top athletes in the summer games of 1948 to the top
athletes in the most recent summer games. Because you only know about the most recent
Olympic summer games, you will need to do some research before you can write your paper.

2. The most efficient research procedure to follow in preparing your paper about the Olympic
Summer Games would be to

56

A.

get videotapes of all of the Olympic summer games that you can, watch them on fast forward,
take notes on the games as you watch them, organize your notes in chronological order into
an outline, and write your paper with your outline in front of you.

. ask your school’s gym teachers about the Olympic summer games and what they think about

Olympic athletes, summarize the opinions with which you agree, and then write your paper.

review encyclopedia and topical references about the 1948 Olympic games, arrange your
data about the 1948 games and the most recent games into an outline, write your paper on a
computer, and then proofread it.

enter “Olympic summer games” as an internet search, print out all of the information, sort
through the information to find the 1948 games, and then paraphrase your information onto a
new page.

In applying for a job that you would enjoy, which of the following research procedures is in the
most efficient chronological order?

A.

Discuss with your guidance counselor the type of job that you might enjoy, consult the want
ads in the newspaper and other job listings, decide which jobs you would enjoy, and apply for
those jobs.

Consult the want ads in the newspaper and other job listings, apply for all of the jobs, do an
interview with any employer that offers you a job, and discuss with your guidance counselor
the jobs that you interviewed for to see which one you should select.

Research all companies in your area to see which companies are good to work for, consult
the want ads in the newspaper and other job listings to see if any companies are hiring new
employees, discuss with your guidance counselor the type of job that you might enjoy, and
apply for any jobs the counselor recommends.

Write a resume and cover letter, send one to every company in your area, and if any respond,
apply for the job; talk to your guidance counselor about whether you would enjoy working
for that company.
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Questions About

Character

READING ® LESSON 11

Lesson

There might be questions about character on your test. Learn how to answer this

type of question by doing some examples.

Read the following passage.

Today was a day to top all others. I rode a horse for the first time. My father
brought me to an immense stable by my school. The stable was so huge that I had
lots of horses to choose from! This was my first time riding, so I wanted to pick
the perfect horse. I walked back and forth hundreds of times, seeking the best
horse the stable had to offer. Finally I spotted her. She was a strong brown mare
with a white spot on her forehead. She came over to the fence where I stood and
offered her nose for me to pet. It was soft and velvety. The horse neighed quietly,
as if to accept the offer to be my riding partner. I called over to my father. “This
is the one,” I said. My father moved from the other end of the stable to meet me,
taking large quick strides as he walked. He seemed to be just as excited as I was.

The narrator is characterized as

A. easily intimidated by her father.
B. excited but cautious.

C. frightened but courageous.

D. cruel to animals.

Step
1 Read the question and answer choices carefully. This will

help you to know what to look for as you read the passage.

Step
2 Read the passage carefully. Think about all of the
information that you are given about the narrator. Write a
brief description of the narrator on the lines provided.

Test Tip

Sometimes you can
learn more about
characters from what
they do than from

what they say. As you
read a passage, notice
the details about the
characters that will help
you draw conclusions
about them.
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Lesson Step
'I 'I 3 Now look at the answer choices. Which answer choices definitely do NOT
describe the narrator? Eliminate those choices.
Step

4 You are left with answer choice B. Why is this the best answer?

Step

5 Circle the correct answer. Remember that on the test you will need to fill in the
correct bubble on your answer sheet.
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Practice

Read the passage and answer the questions that follow.

Copyright © Glencoe/McGraw-Hill, a division of The McGraw-Hill Companies, Inc.

It was not turning out to be the great fishing trip we had envisioned. It certainly was not the
one Father had promised. All day the rain beat against the roof of our cabin.

Father sat at the window, looking out over the lake. My older brother Jeremy, who had
recently turned sixteen years old, lay on the bed, looking up at the ceiling. I paced the room,
occasionally glancing toward Father to see if there was any sign that the rain would let up.

“I wish we’d never come out to this corny place,” Jeremy said.

I stopped pacing and looked at Father. He gave no sign that he had heard, and I hoped he
hadn’t. This trip meant a lot to him. He used to come out here with his own father.

I started pacing again.

“I mean, if we’d stayed home, at least I could watch television, or I could be out with my
friends or playing my guitar,” Jeremy continued.

I'looked at Father. He kept at his long-distance staring over the lake, the rain breaking its
surface. This was his only week off for the entire year.

Silence continued for some time. I kept pacing, imagining the trip I had dreamed of before
the bad weather had descended. I saw us in the boat, anchor dropped in a calm cove, casting
our lines toward shore, the way Father had described it when he was trying to convince Jeremy
to come along.

Father stood up and turned to face us. He smiled at me. “Come on, get up, Jeremy,” he said.
“Let’s go fishing, boys.” He picked up his fishing rod and the tackle box, opened the door, and
walked out into the rain.

Jeremy and I watched Father walk down the pathway toward the dock, the wind whipping
at his hair, the rain soaking his clothes. Jeremy shook his head. “He’s crazy if he thinks I’'m
going with him,” he said. “Maybe I would have when I was a little kid, but not now,” he said.

I waited for a while, unsure of what to do, looking out the open door at Father, who was
walking onto the dock, hunkering against the storm. Jeremy couldn’t believe it when I picked
up my rod and walked out into the storm after Father. I couldn’t quite hear what Jeremy
mumbled because of the wind in my ears, but I heard his footsteps behind me as he began to
follow me out to the boat.
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1.

60

Which of the following sentences from the passage is the best indication that the narrator
understands how important the fishing trip is to the father?

A. It was not turning out to be the great fishing trip we had envisioned.

B. I paced the room, occasionally glancing toward Father to see if there was any sign that the
rain would let up.

C. Ikept pacing, imagining the trip I had dreamed of before the bad weather had descended.

D. He used to come out here with his own father.

The father’s situation is most similar to that of

A. afisherman who is unable to catch enough fish to feed his family.

B. apatient in a hospital who is eager to return home, but must wait until he has completely
healed.

C. a weather forecaster who incorrectly predicted good weather and now may be fired from his
job.

D. aretiring basketball coach who proudly takes his team to visit the court where he played as a
child but finds the court shabby and neglected.

The narrator characterizes Jeremy as
A. uncaring and lazy.

B. selfish and insensitive.

C. irresponsible and foolish.

D. musically talented and popular.

Jeremy says, “He’s crazy if he thinks I’'m going with him. . . . Maybe I would have when I was a
little kid, but not now.” What does this statement reveal about Jeremy?

A. He has developed a fear of storms now that he is older.

B. He believes his father is mentally ill.

C. He believes that he is mature enough to make his own decisions.
D.

He no longer loves his father enough to follow him.
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Read the passage and answer the questions that follow.

“Why are you buying a turkey?” Mr. Higgins, the grocer, asked in surprise when Robert made
his purchase the afternoon before Thanksgiving. ‘““Your mother bought your family’s bird this
morning.”

“Oh, I’'m just picking it up for somebody,” Robert explained falteringly. “And I need some
cranberries, sweet potatoes, and a pumpkin pie too.”

Mrs. Ashcroft was a widow with two small girls who lived in a dilapidated house near the
railroad tracks. She cleaned people’s houses, trying to make enough money to feed and clothe
her girls. Robert had overheard her talking to the gardener as she was leaving his house earlier in
the day. Dismayed by what he heard she was planning for Thanksgiving dinner, Robert resolved
to do something about it. After all, he thought, every family should have a proper Thanksgiving
dinner.

Robert trudged through the snow toward the Ashcroft home in the fading light that Wednesday
afternoon with a large bag filled to the top with food. He felt certain that nobody saw him. It
was almost dark, but there was a light in the window of the house. He gently placed the bag of
groceries on the small front porch, then slipped out to the street. From behind a spruce tree, he
threw a snowball at the front door and waited. When he saw the door start to open, he put his
head down and ran home as fast as he could.

His mother was just getting off the phone as he walked in the door. “Robert, you just missed a
called from Greg. He won’t make it home from college because the weather’s too bad, but he’s
going to go skiing with some friends tomorrow and have Thanksgiving dinner with them. And
Robert, he said something about you buying some skis too. Did you?”

“Not yet, Mom.”

She looked at him pensively. “Robert, is that why you’ve been working after school and saving
your money?”

“Yes, Mom. But I’'m not getting them because my money’s gone,” Robert replied gruffly. Then,
he trekked up the stairs to his bedroom.

Just then Robert’s father came in the door. As he was taking off his coat, he turned to his wife
and said, “Higgins told me that Robert bought a turkey and all the trimmings there today. Don’t
we already have everything we need?”

“Why, yes. I don’t know what it was for,” she said in a puzzled tone.

“Robert?” Mr. Perez called as he walked up the stairs.

Just then the phone rang. Mrs. Perez answered as she heard the door to Robert’s room open.
After speaking softly for a few minutes, she hung up the phone with tears in her eyes. She turned
just as Robert and his father were coming down the stairs.

“Mrs. Ashcroft just called,” she said quietly. “She wanted to thank us. Someone left everything
for a Thanksgiving dinner at her door today. Her neighbor across the street saw the boy—it was
Robert.”

Mr. Perez looked at Robert with surprise. “Where did you get the money for this?”

Robert just looked at his feet as Mrs. Perez told his father that Robert spent his ski money on
Mrs. Ashcroft’s dinner.

“Well,” said Mr. Perez, “I think Robert has proven he can find worthwhile ways to spend his
own money.”
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From Robert’s actions, which terms BEST describe his character?
A. selfish and spoiled

B. secretive and sneaky

C. demanding and stubborn

D.

compassionate and caring

How is Mrs. Ashcroft characterized?
A. hardworking

B. talkative
C. gentle
D.

unfriendly

Robert’s father says, “I think Robert has proven he can find worthwhile ways to spend his own
money.” What does he mean?

A. His parents should buy the skis for Robert.

B. Robert deserves a bigger allowance.

C. Robert understands that helping others can be more important than buying things for oneself.
D.

His parents should pay Robert for the money he spent on Mrs. Ashcroft’s dinner.

How do you think Mrs. Perez felt after Mrs. Ashcroft called?

A. She was upset that Robert didn’t tell her what he did with his money.

B. She was proud that her son had done something so kind.

C. She was annoyed that Mrs. Ashcroft called their house when she was busy.
D. She was unhappy and crying because Robert had lied to her.

When Robert just looks at his feet after his father asks him about the money, we know that
Robert

A. feels angry at his mother for telling the story to his father.

B. is thinking of the best way to ask his parents for money to buy skis.
C. feels uncomfortable talking about his good deed.
D.

realizes he made a mistake in spending so much money on Mrs. Ashcroft.
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READING ® LESSON 12

Questions About Lesson

Problem Solving 12

There might be questions about problem solving on your test. Learn how to answer
this type of question by doing some examples.

Lacy headed out to sea in her kayak. She preferred sea kayaking to river
kayaking because it was more relaxing. She paddled far out and watched the
coastline shrink away from her. The sun kissed her shoulders on either side of
her life jacket. She paused for a moment, feeling the gentle rolling of the sea,
allowing her kayak to bob up and down with each small wave. This was peace.

Which metaphor most closely describes how Lacy feels?

A.

Step

The quiet caused Lacy’s heart to turn into stone.

B. The sea was a cradle rocking her lovingly.
C.
D

. The sun slashed into her skin with hot claws.

She had never felt so afraid.

1 Read the question and the answer choices carefully. This will help you to know
what to look for as you read the passage.

Step

2 Read the passage carefully. How does Lacy feel as she kayaks? Describe how
she feels on the following lines.

Test Tip

Step

3 Review the answer choices. Which ones definitely
do NOT reflect your answer to Step 2?

When answering
questions about
metaphors, ask yourself
what the two terms
being compared have in

common.
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Lesson Step
'|2 4 You are left with answer choice B. Why is this the best answer?
Step

5 Circle the correct answer. Remember that on the test you will need to fill in the
correct bubble on your answer sheet.
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Practice

Read the passages and answer the questions that follow.

Hanna had one week to plan a presentation for her social studies class. She was terrified
of speaking in public; just the thought of it made her nervous. She got especially nervous
thinking about the question and answer portion of the presentation. Her social studies teacher,
Ms. Davis, suggested they play a game. Ms. Davis would pretend to be a classmate, and
Hanna would simply answer a few questions about the topic of her presentation. They played
this game a few times, and Hanna felt less nervous. Hanna was grateful to Ms. Davis for
spending extra time with her.

1.

The problem-solving technique being used is
A. constructing models.

B. creating metaphors.

C. brainstorming.

D. role-playing.

Complete the analogy.
GAME: FUN

A. draw: paper

B. school: learn

C. car: speed
D.

book: word

Which metaphor most closely describes Hanna’s relationship with Ms. Davis?
A. Ms. Davis took Hanna under her wing.

B. Ms. Davis’s ideas were from the stone age.

C. Ms. Davis helped Hanna to feel less nervous.
D.

Ms. Davis’s game was painfully boring.
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Paulo got to pick the restaurant at which his family would celebrate his birthday. He
asked his family whether they had any preferences, and they agreed that the choice was up to
Paulo. Paulo wasn’t sure which restaurant he wanted to go to, but he wanted to make sure that
everyone would like it. First he thought of his favorite foods, and then he crossed out foods
that he didn’t think his family would like. He was left with pizza, Thai food, Mexican food,
and hamburgers. Then he listed the restaurants he knew and liked under each category. In the
end, he picked one that served pizza.

4. Complete the analogy.
PIZZA: CHEESE
A. peanut butter: jelly
B. milk: cereal
C. hamburger: beef

D. brownie: cake

5. Which metaphor most closely describes Paulo?

A. He is limited in his interests.

B. He weighed his family’s opinions in his decision.
C. His family left him in the cold.
D

. The restaurant he picked was a hidden treasure.

6. The problem-solving technique being used is
A. constructing models.
B. creating metaphors.
C. brainstorming.

D. role-playing.
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