Adding and Subtracting Decimals

To add or subtract decimals, write the numbers in a column and line up the
decimal points. In some cases, you may want to annex, or place zeros at the
end of the decimals, to help align the columns. Then add or subtract as with
whole numbers and bring down the decimal point. Always estimate first to

see whether your answer is reasonable.

Add and Subtract Decimals

Find each sum or difference.

o 12.6 + 4.5 Estimate 13 +5 =18 ) 4217 — 1585 Estimate 42 — 16 =26

12.6 Line up the decimal points. 42.17 Line up the decimal points.

+4.5 Add. — 15.85 Subtract.
17.1 The sum is close to the estimate. 26.32 The difference is close to the estimate.

€) 57125 + 7.63 Estimate 57 + 8 = 65 ) 25— 1525 Estimate 25 — 15 =10
57.125 25.00 Annex a zero to align the columns.

+ 7.630 Annex a zero to align the columns. + 15.25
64.755 Compare to the estimate. 9.75 Compare to the estimate.
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