
 Stem-and-Leaf Plots
In a stem-and-leaf plot, data are organized in two columns. The greatest place 
value of the data is used for the stems. The next greatest place value forms the 
leaves. Stem-and-leaf plots are useful for organizing long lists of numbers.

EXAMPLE
SCHOOL Isabella has collected data on the GPAs (grade point average) of 
the 16 students in the art club. Display the data in a stem-and-leaf plot. 
{4.0, 3.9, 3.1, 3.9, 3.8, 3.7, 1.8, 2.6, 4.0, 3.9, 3.5, 3.3, 2.9, 2.5, 1.1, 3.5}
Step 1  Find the least and the greatest number. Then identify the 

greatest place-value digit in each number. In this case, ones. 
least data: 1.1    greatest data: 4.0

The least number has    The greatest number 
 1 in the ones place.   has 4 in the ones place.

Step 2  Draw a vertical line and write the stems 
from 1 to 4 to the left of the line.

Step 3  Write the leaves to the right of the line, 
with the corresponding stem. For example, 
write 0 to the right of 4 for 4.0.

Step 4  Rearrange the leaves so they are ordered 
from least to greatest.

Step 5 Include a key or an explanation.

 Stem Leaf

  1 8 1
  2 5 6 9
  3 9 1 9 8 7 9 5 3 5
  4 0 0

 Stem Leaf

  1 1 8
  2 5 6 9
  3 1 3 5 5 7 8 9 9 9
  4 0 0  3|1 = 3.1

http://glencoe.com/sites/common_assets/mathematics/pt/mac2/mac2_9_3_1.swf

	Button4: 


