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Name ...................................................................................... Class .................................................. Date ................................

■ Looking at Yourself and Others

Use the letters of your first name to write related sentences that tell about your feelings, inter-
ests, or reactions to people or events. Then use the same format to tell about a friend or family
member. Follow the format shown in the models.

Composition Enrichment

1.1 Writing to Discover Your World

Imagine you have the starring role in your favorite movie. Your agent calls a press conference to intro-
duce you to the public. Write two concise paragraphs in which you describe yourself to the public in
the most flattering yet honest way possible.

On Your Own

I am a person who likes to sing.
R ecently I began singing in the choir.
I nside my heart I feel joyful when I belt out songs!
S o, will you come and hear me sing sometime?

Model 1

D on’t be put off by his sense of humor.
A ll of us have been the objects of his jokes.
V ery few of us got angry.
I nstead, we laugh because he is funny but not mean.
D id you hear about the joke he played on me?

Model 2
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■ Your Personal Learning Log

You have seen how effective learning logs are for getting you actively involved in your school-
work. You can also use learning logs to help you track and monitor personal issues. These
might include everything from what’s going on in a personal relationship to progress toward
an academic goal or to what you’re doing to meet a specific personal fitness objective. Use the
space below to create your personal learning log.

Summarize the personal issue you want to track and monitor.

Identify the benefit to you. How will keeping a log help you?

Discuss the methods you will use to track your progress or meet a personal goal.

Wait two wee k s , t h en eva lu a te any improvem en t s . Did keeping a log help you? Why or why not?

Name ...................................................................................... Class .................................................. Date ................................

Composition Enrichment

1.2 Using a Learning Log

Keep a log for one week of every single thing you eat each day. At the end of the week, make a 
chart with columns headed Meat/Fish/Poultry, Dairy Products, Fruits/Fruit Juices, Vegetables,
Bread/Cereals, Other. Put each item of food or drink you have consumed into the correct category.
What category is the biggest? In a paragraph in your log, describe how you would characterize 
your diet.

On Your Own
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Name ...................................................................................... Class .................................................. Date ................................

■ Your Uncommon Commonplace Book

Imagine that there are no constraints on the items you can collect for your commonplace
book. Da Vinci’s sketches, an actor’s signature, a letter from someone you admire tremen-
dously, a panel of drawings by your favorite cartoonist—these types of things are within your
power to acquire. Think of two “must-haves” that would make your commonplace book
incredibly uncommon. Write a paragraph for each item telling how you would acquire it.
Remember to tell who, what, when, where, why, and how.

Composition Enrichment

1.3 Keeping a Commonplace Book

The late British novelist Agatha Christie once said, “The best time for planning a book is while you’re
doing the dishes.” Write two paragraphs telling when and where you get your most creative writing
ideas.

On Your Own
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■ Description to Express Emotion

Carefully read the poem below and write a response to it. Consider how the poet compares
and contrasts a spider and his own soul. What feelings does the poem convey? How does the
poem make you feel?

Name ...................................................................................... Class .................................................. Date ................................

Composition Enrichment

1.4
W R I T I N G  A B O U T  L I T E R A T U R E

Using a Reader-Response Journal

Write two paragraphs or at least ten lines of poetry, rhymed or unrhymed, that describe an animal or
an object. Make sure the description conveys, through comparison or contrast, particular human feel-
ings. You may want to use Whitman’s poem as a model.

On Your Own

Anoiseless patient spider,
I mark’d where on a little promontory it stood isolated,

Mark’d how to explore the vacant vast surrounding,
It launch’d forth filament, filament, filament, out of itself,
Ever unreeling them, ever tirelessly speeding them.

And you O my soul where you stand,
Surrounded, detached, in measureless oceans of space,

Ceaslessly musing, venturing, throwing, seeking the spheres to connect them,
Till the bridge you will need be form’d, till the ductile anchor hold,
Till the gossamer thread you fling catch somewhere, O my soul.

Walt Whitman, “A Noiseless Patient Spider”

Literature Model
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Name ...................................................................................... Class .................................................. Date ................................

■ Setting as the Basis for Plot

Carefully read the excerpt below. The author was born in North Dakota in 1924. The midwest-
ern state of Indiana is the location for the story. Use the setting described in the excerpt as the
basis for a short three-paragraph story that features you as the main character. What are you
doing in this small Indiana town? Do you live near the highway or along the back streets? How
does the town’s setting and appearance affect you?

Composition Enrichment

1.5
W R I T I N G  A B O U T  L I T E R A T U R E

Responding to a Short Story

Write a poem, rhymed or unrhymed, of at least eight lines, that describes the setting of a short story
you have read. Select a setting that intrigued you. Did the setting make you want to be there, or did it
make you want to stay away?

On Your Own

So I have sailed the seas and come . . . to B . . . a small town fastened to a field in Indiana. Twice
there have been twelve hundred people here to answer to the census. The town is outstandingly

neat and shady, and always puts its best side to the highway. On one lawn there’s even a wood or
plastic iron deer.

You can reach us by crossing a creek. In the spring the lawns are green, the forsythia is singing, and
even the railroad that guts the town has straight bright rails which hum when the train is coming,
and the train itself has a welcome horning sound.

Down the back streets the asphalt crumbles into gravel. There’s Westbrook’s, with the geraniums,
Horsefall’s, Mott’s. The sidewalk shatters. Gravel dust rises like breath behind the wagons.

William H. Gass, “In the Heart of the Heart of the Country”

Literature Model



6 Writer’s Choice: Composition Enrichment, Grade 10, Unit 1

■ Shaping Your Own Experiences

The Roman Emperor Marcus Aurelius Antoninus, who lived from A.D. 121 to 180, once said,
“Our life is what our thoughts make it.” Think about it! To what extent do you think your life
is shaped by your thoughts? Write two paragraphs describing a situation in which your
thoughts had a strong effect on the way you experienced an event.

Name ...................................................................................... Class .................................................. Date ................................

Composition Enrichment

1 Writing Process in Action

During the socially turbulent 1960s, a popular saying was “The personal is political.” Write a para-
graph or more about a strong personal belief that would motivate you to write a letter of protest or
support, making your views known to a public official.

On Your Own
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Name ...................................................................................... Class .................................................. Date ................................

■ Freewriting Effectively

To freewrite effectively you must learn to shed any self-consciousness about “crazy” or silly
ideas, and write down everything that occurs to you. First, select one of the topics listed below,
or another topic that interests you, and freewrite four to eight sentences about it. The sen-
tences need not be related.

Freewriting Topic List

a favorite holiday Martin Luther King Jr. a grandparent
your neighborhood basketball best friends

Composition Enrichment

2.1 Stages of the Writing Process

Use your freewriting notes to write a paragraph on your chosen topic. First, compose a draft that links
your ideas and helps you discover new ones. Then revise your paragraph to make sure it is clear and
well organized. Finally, edit the paragraph to make sure that your sentences are grammatically correct.

On Your Own
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■ Clustering

Freewriting and brainstorming are two valuable techniques for finding a writing topic.
Clustering is a way to focus your freewriting and brainstorming ideas.A good way to see how
clustering works is to start with the key word or phrase in a piece of freewriting. Then identify
the ideas and put them into a cluster chart. To practice the technique of clustering, read the
freewriting sample below and make a cluster chart taking off from a key word in the freewrit-
ing sample.

I must write for three minutes about the world of A.D. 2300. Will there still b e a world 300 years
f rom now? Or will all life have been destroyed in a nuclear war? Would s o m e humans somewhere
s u rvive? What would they be like? What kind of life would they lead? What else can I think of?
Suppose there wasn’t a nuclear war? What would the world be like then? Would there be one
worldwide nation? Diff e rent parts of the world form diff e rent nations. What would people be like?
How long would they live? 200 years? 300 years? Would I want to live that long? My gre a t - g re a t -
g re a t - g r a n d c h i l d ren would know their gre a t - g re a t - g r a n d p a rents! Imagine what a family
Thanksgiving dinner would be like!

Name ...................................................................................... Class .................................................. Date ................................

Composition Enrichment

2.2 Prewriting: Finding a Writing Topic

Imagine that you have the power to solve as many world problems as you can think of within the next
two minutes. Time yourself as you freewrite or brainstorm on the subject of world problems. Then
organize your ideas into a cluster chart.

On Your Own
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Name ...................................................................................... Class .................................................. Date ................................

■ Getting Practical About What You Know

After freewriting and brainstorming ideas and finding a topic, you must now determine your
purpose—the goal you want to achieve in your writing—and your audience—your intended
readers. Do you want to describe, inform, narrate, amuse, persuade, or explain? Perhaps your
purpose will involve a combination of two or more of these goals. Next, you need to determine
your audience. Are you writing for a general audience or a special audience? How much will
your readers already know about your subject? An audience of parents, for example, would not
have the same knowledge about the school cafeteria as an audience made up of students in
your school.

To help you improve your skill in identifying your purpose and audience when writing, review
and complete the following chart, using a general topic that interests you. List one or more
focused topics, purposes, and possible audiences. One topic has been provided as an example.

General Focused
Topic Topic Purpose Audience

Clothing • dress codes • to explore benefits and dis- • classmates
advantages of school restric- • teachers and school officials
tions on students’ clothing • parents

• style fads • to explain how fads begin to • classmates
entertain with unusual • general audience
examples and anecdotes • readers of local newspaper

Now choose one of the focused topics in the chart and imagine that you are writing a one-page
article on that topic as an assignment in English class. Determine the “big idea” that your writ-
ing will express. Write this idea in the form of a main idea statement.

Composition Enrichment

2.3 Prewriting: Identifying Purpose and Audience

Because you are a great dancer and have lots of different kinds of friends, your classmates have cho-
sen you to select the music for a school dance. First identify at least two or three different audiences
within the student body who are likely to attend. Then formulate a main idea statement that tells the
types of music you have selected for the dance, followed by a supporting paragraph explaining why
you have chosen them.

On Your Own
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■ Asking Good Questions

As you begin exploring a topic, you’ll quickly see that what you learn is determined by the
types of questions you ask. Questions can probe for factual, creative, or personal information.
Imagine that you wrote the following introduction to an article about folksinger and composer
Bob Dylan. After rereading your introduction, determine what additional information you
might have included. List at least three questions that you could answer in your opening para-
graphs to provide your readers with a more vivid or realistic picture of who your subject is and
how his early life helped to form the legend he became.

“You don’t have to starve to be a good artist. You just have to have love, insight, and a strong point
of view.” Coming to prominence in the 1960s, Bob Dylan has been singing to America for more
than thirty-five years.

B o rn Robert Zimmerman in Duluth, Minnesota, Bob was the older of Abe and Ruth Zimmerm a n ’s
two children. When he was just a baby, his family moved to the nearby town of Hibbing. Bob gre w
up there, watching as the once pro s p e rous mining town slipped into the decline that engulfed so
much of the industrial Midwest. It was here that he experienced firsthand many of the themes he
would sing about during his musical care e r.

Name ...................................................................................... Class .................................................. Date ................................

Composition Enrichment

2.4 Prewriting: Exploring a Topic

Imagine you are a reporter for the Washington Post. Write one factual question, one creative question,
and one personal question you would ask a current world leader.

On Your Own
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Name ...................................................................................... Class .................................................. Date ................................

■ Getting a New Slant on Your Subject

Your background research on a person often can unearth an interesting hobby or a little-
known side to his or her personality. The following interesting nugget of information about
magician and entertainer David Copperfield is included in several pages of background infor-
mation that his agent distributes to the press. Clearly, it puts the value of magic in a different
light. After reading the excerpt, imagine that you are writing a follow-up article on Project
Magic for your school newspaper. List five questions you would ask David Copperfield so that
you could write an interesting, informative article.

While his TV specials and live performances continue to delight audiences around the world,
Copperfield insists that his greatest contribution thus far is Project Magic, a rehabilitation program
he developed nine years ago. The program uses simple sleight-of-hand magic to strengthen dexter-
ity and motor skills in disabled patients. “It motivates a patient’s therapy and helps build self-
esteem,” Copperfield comments. “There is nothing I do that is more important.”

Composition Enrichment

2.5 Prewriting: Interviewing

Imagine that you have been selected to receive an impressive and important award at your school. An
editor from the school newspaper has scheduled an interview with you to gather background informa-
tion about you and your achievement for an upcoming article. As the person being interviewed, you
are now in a different role. Write several sentences providing three examples of the kind of behavior
with which a poorly prepared interviewer might annoy you. Tell why this behavior would bother you.

On Your Own
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■ Using a Topic Sentence

As you know, a topic sentence does not always come at the very beginning of a paragraph.
Read the following excerpt from “Mutability,” written in 1816 by British poet Percy Bysshe
Shelley. (Mutability means “subject to constant change.”) Write a topic sentence in prose that
tells the main idea of this verse. Rewrite the supporting details as sentences. Position the topic
sentence at the beginning or end of your paragraph.

Name ...................................................................................... Class .................................................. Date ................................

Composition Enrichment

2.6 Drafting: Writing a Paragraph

Sometimes the topic sentence itself contains supporting details. Review the words in the Pledge of
Allegiance, written by Francis Bellamy and first recited by school children in 1892. Then, imagine that
your school is having a special assembly in honor of Veterans’ Day. Your part is to take the role of
Francis Bellamy in a short skit on the birth of the Pledge of Allegiance. As Bellamy, explain the main
idea of this oath, and identify its supporting details. Then point out the part or parts of the sentence
to which the supporting details refer. You might use examples of other words or phrases that you
rejected in favor of those that appeared in the final version. Prepare your explanation in the form of a
paragraph.

On Your Own

We are as clouds that veil the midnight moon;
How restlessly they speed, and gleam, and quiver,

Streaking the darkness radiantly!—yet soon
Night closes round, and they are lost forever.

Percy Bysshe Shelley, “Mutability”

Literature Model
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Name ...................................................................................... Class .................................................. Date ................................

■ Making Smooth Transitions

Because it lacks transition words, the following paragraph does not flow smoothly. Supply
transition words in the blanks to connect the ideas in each sentence.

I’ll never forget what happened to me on my first day of work. [1._______________] 

a manager I had never met before neglected to explain what she wanted me to do.

[2._______________] a co-worker told me lunch wasn’t until 2:00 P.M. [3._______________] 

someone hid my identification badge. I was very upset! [4._______________] they explained the 

whole thing had been a joke. I was informed I had passed the “coolness” test because I didn’t get

mad or lose my cool. Little did they know!

Now, write a paragraph about a personal experience or event that frustrated or delighted you.
Circle each transition word or term you use to add order to the details.

Composition Enrichment

2.7 Drafting: Organizing a Paragraph

Many things you routinely do each day have probably become so automatic that you don’t even think
about what happens next in each activity. What if you had to explain such an activity to someone who
had never before heard of it or seen it done? Think of something you do in a series of small steps each
day—for example, tying your shoes, preparing for school, perf o rming chores, or completing job tasks.
Choose one of these activities or another that is similar and write a paragraph listing chro n o l o g i c a l l y
the individual steps involved. Remember to use good transition words to help your sentences flow!

On Your Own
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■ Minor Tune-Ups

Writing that needs a minor tune-up has a basically sound structure, but it often contains
unnecessary details or personal observations. Rewrite the following paragraph by doing a
minor tune-up that streamlines the writing.

What do you know about the history of dinosaurs? Not much, I’ll bet! In 1841 an English scientist
named Richard Owen came up with the term Dinosauria to describe several sets of gigantic fossil
bones. Dinosauria is Latin. Do you know any Latin? Anyhow, it means “terrible lizards.” As it turned
out, dinosaurs shared some characteristics with lizards because they are both reptiles. This means
their young hatch from eggs, they are cold-blooded, and they have scaly skin.

Name ...................................................................................... Class .................................................. Date ................................

Composition Enrichment

2.8 Revising: Checking Unity and Coherence

Because writing involves a person’s creativity, writers often are sensitive to criticism from others about
their writing. To be an effective peer editor, you must be both specific and tactful. You want to help a
writer improve his or her finished product, but you don’t want the person to feel hurt or criticized.

Prepare a paragraph that an English instructor might use to guide students who have never before
acted as peer editors. Include the dos and don’ts that you feel are most helpful for effective peer edi-
tors who want to be truthful yet tactful.

On Your Own
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Name ...................................................................................... Class .................................................. Date ................................

■ Reading Your Sentences Aloud

A good way to see whether a long sentence flows well is to read the words aloud. To see how
this technique works, quietly read aloud the 44-word sentence below written by British author
Rudyard Kipling. Then write a long introductory sentence that describes how your day began.
Like Kipling, include important details but avoid being wordy. Read your sentence aloud to
yourself, and then edit it if necessary.

Composition Enrichment

2.9 Editing/Proofreading: Toward a Final Version

Sometimes a series of simple sentences makes a point more emphatically than would a single, more
complicated sentence. Think of a topic or issue about which you have strong, definite feelings or opin-
ions. Write a short paragraph as a response to an editorial that opposes your view on the issue.
Include three or more related, simple sentences to make an emphatic point about this issue. Edit your
sentences to make them as pointed and succinct as possible. You may wish to share your finished
paragraph with your classmates.

On Your Own

It was seven o’clock of a very warm evening in the Seeonee hills when Father Wolf woke up from
his day’s rest, scratched himself, yawned, and spread out his paws one after the other to get rid of

the sleepy feeling in their tips.

Rudyard Kipling, The Jungle Book

Literature Model
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■ Developing Your Own Editorial Guideline

Professional writers often use reference books that may put them in touch with someone who
will publish their writings.A volume such as Writer’s Market annually lists publishers of books,
magazines, and plays along with a brief overview of the types of content the editors are seeking
and the audience they serve. Suppose you decided to try to publish a story or essay you have
written. After browsing through pages of publishers, you find one that sounds right for your
needs. According to the publisher’s information, however, they will not accept unsolicited
manuscripts. They will, however, accept an outline of what you want to publish as well as a
description of the finished piece and an explanation of why you feel your work is right for
publication.

Select a story or essay from the pieces in your portfolio or another piece you have written.
Prepare a brief description of the setting, characters, and plot of the story or a summary of the
essay. Then write a paragraph that explains why the company should publish your article.
Don’t be shy about presenting your talents!

Name ...................................................................................... Class .................................................. Date ................................

Composition Enrichment

2.10 Publishing/Presenting: Sharing Your Writing

Imagine you have unlimited funds to produce your own magazine. Come up with a name for your
magazine, and then write a paragraph describing in considerable detail the types of articles you will
accept for publication. Remember to consider format, style, and audience.

On Your Own
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Name ...................................................................................... Class .................................................. Date ................................

■ Writing in First Person

First-person accounts give a sense of immediacy that readers enjoy. Select a paragraph written
from a third-person omniscient point of view by an author you enjoy. Rewrite it in first person
so that the narrator is an active participant. Remember to cite the author and work you choose
to rewrite.

Composition Enrichment

2.11
W R I T I N G  A B O U T  L I T E R A T U R E

Analyzing Point of View

Imagine you are your mother, father, sister, brother, or any person who was close to you during your
growing-up years. From that point of view, write three or more paragraphs describing an event you
remember well. It could be either funny or serious. Try to write about yourself in that event as the
other person may have seen you. Remember, for example, that an incident that seemed terribly
embarrassing for you may have been perceived by others as extremely humorous. In addition, the
other person may have had thoughts or feelings that were not apparent to you at the time. Share your
writing with a friend, or include it with your other portfolio pieces.

On Your Own
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■ Focusing on Your Roots

The late, award-winning author Alex Haley traveled thousands of miles to search for his fur-
thest-back person. However, you can begin your search much closer to home. Think about the
members of your family. Whom do you take after? Perhaps you share some personality traits
with your grandmother or uncle. Or maybe you inherited your special talents from your aunt
or father. Write a paragraph or two that you can share with your class about your family mem-
ber and what you have in common. Be sure to provide enough background information and
specific details so that your readers will understand your special connection with your relative.
You may also want to relate a specific story to help maintain your audience’s interest.

Name ...................................................................................... Class .................................................. Date ................................

Composition Enrichment

2 Writing Process in Action

Think ahead to the time when you will be a ninety-two-year-old grandparent. What year will that be?
Write a story relating an event you might tell your great-grandchildren about your childhood or
teenage years. Remember that the world will have changed by the time you are ninety-two. Write
your story as you would tell it to a five- to ten-year-old relative who is not familiar with life in the first
decade of the twenty-first century.

On Your Own
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Name ...................................................................................... Class .................................................. Date ................................

■ Writing About a Place

Think of a place that elicits a strong feeling in you. Does it make you feel uneasy or afraid,
content or happy? Write one paragraph that arranges details of the place in spatial order. Write
another paragraph that arranges details according to importance. Which paragraph more
effectively conveys your feelings about the place?

Composition Enrichment

3.1 Writing to Describe

Imagine that an object (perhaps a picture, a chair, or a plant) in a room of your house was given to
your family by a relative or friend. Write a two- or three-paragraph letter thanking the person for the
gift. Describe the things in the room either in spatial order or in order of importance, using the gift as
a starting point. Include information about how the object has changed the appearance of the room.

On Your Own
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■ A. Describing Sound

Write a paragraph describing the sounds you hear during one of the four seasons. Describe
sounds, such as the scrape of a snow shovel in winter, that are associated with only that season.

■ B. Describing Smell, Touch, and Taste

Our eyes and ears are most often used to help us observe and describe, but we often rely on
touch, taste, and smell as well. Imagine that your eyes have been covered and your ears plugged
before you are led to a secret location. Write a paragraph describing how the location smells,
feels, and perhaps even tastes. Without benefit of your eyes or ears, describe the location in
such detail that the reader will know the kind of place you are talking about.

Name ...................................................................................... Class .................................................. Date ................................

Composition Enrichment

3.2 Observing and Taking Notes

Which of your senses do you rely on most heavily? Write two or three paragraphs explaining your
answer.

On Your Own
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Name ...................................................................................... Class .................................................. Date ................................

■ Analyzing Energetic Verb Use

In the excerpt below, analyze the author’s use of energetic verbs to evoke a variety of images.
How does the use of energetic verbs give a different character to each part of the sunrise?
Which verbs are used to personify, or attribute a human quality to, what is being described,
and which ones describe actions normally associated with nonhuman objects? Write a detailed
paragraph explaining Woolf ’s use of energetic verbs. Be specific.

Composition Enrichment

3.3 Using Energetic Verbs

Take a few minutes to brainstorm a list of energetic verbs that could, depending on the context of the
sentence, be used in place of the word walk. Use five of the words in some creative sentences.

On Your Own

As they neared the shore each [wave] rose, heaped itself, broke and swept a thin veil of white
water across the sand. The wave paused, and then drew out again, sighing like a sleeper whose

breath comes and goes unconsciously. Gradually the dark bar on the horizon became clear as if the
sediment in an old wine-bottle had sunk and left the glass green. Behind it, too, the sky cleared as
if the white sediment there had sunk, or as if the arm of a woman couched beneath the horizon
had raised a lamp and flat bars of white, green and yellow, spread across the sky like the blades of
a fan. Then she raised her lamp higher and the air seemed to become fibrous and to tear away
from the green surface flickering and flaming in red and yellow fibres like the smoky fire that roars
from a bonfire. Gradually the fibres of the burning bonfire were fused into one haze, one incandes-
cence which lifted the weight of the woolen grey sky on top of it and turned it to a million atoms
of soft blue. The surface of the sea slowly became transparent and lay rippling and sparkling until
the dark stripes were almost rubbed out. Slowly the arm that held the lamp raised it higher and
then higher until a broad flame became visible; an arc of fire burnt on the rim of the horizon, and
all round it the sea blazed gold.

Virginia Woolf, The Waves

Literature Model
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■ Writing from a Different Perspective

Imagine that you have magically become very small and find yourself in a place, such as inside
a purse, that would ordinarily pose no threat to your health and well-being. Write two or three
paragraphs describing the dangers you face from this vantage point. Be creative!

Name ...................................................................................... Class .................................................. Date ................................

Composition Enrichment

3.4 Describing from Vantage Points

Write a paragraph describing a crowded beach from the moving vantage point of a crawling baby. As
the baby moves along among a group of beach blankets, describe the scenes that might come into his
or her view.

On Your Own
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Name ...................................................................................... Class .................................................. Date ................................

■ A. Writing Haiku

Haiku is a Japanese verse form of three unrhymed lines of five, seven, and five syllables, respec-
tively. This form of poetry is usually rich with imagery about nature. Read the haiku below;
then try writing one of your own.

Daisy

Centered yellow sun
Petals slender, bright, and white
Nature’s perfection.

■ B. Writing About Imagery

Write a paragraph that analyzes the imagery in “Daisy.” Consider the effectiveness of the com-
parison of a daisy to the sun. What other objects might be compared to the sun? To what
might you have compared a daisy?

Composition Enrichment

3.5
W R I T I N G  A B O U T  L I T E R A T U R E

Responding to Imagery in Poetry

Find a descriptive piece of prose that you particularly enjoy, and rewrite it as a rhymed or unrhymed
poem that is rich in imagery.

On Your Own



24 Writer’s Choice: Composition Enrichment, Grade 10, Unit 3

■ Setting’s Effect on Character

As you read the excerpt below, think about how this setting—a small, crowded boat in open,
threatening waters—might affect the characters involved. Why might they be aware of “the col-
ors of the sea” but not know “the color of the sky”? Imagine you are with the people in the
small boat. Write a paragraph that describes how you feel about where you are and what is
happening. Be as precise as possible about specific aspects of the setting and their relationship
to your thoughts and experiences. Use another sheet of paper if you need additional space.

Name ...................................................................................... Class .................................................. Date ................................

Composition Enrichment

3.6
W R I T I N G  A B O U T  L I T E R A T U R E

Analyzing Setting in a Short Story

Write two paragraphs describing one instance in which the author of a book or story you read recently
used setting to convey important information about a main character. Explain what information was
conveyed and how setting helped to convey it. Was this method of informing you about the character
more effective or less effective than if the author had told you the character’s traits directly and with
abstract language? Explain your answer.

On Your Own

None of them knew the color of the sky. Their eyes glanced level and were fastened upon the
waves that swept toward them. These waves were of the hue of slate, save for the tops, which

were of foaming white, and all of the men knew the colors of the sea. The horizon narrowed and
widened, and dipped and rose, and at all times its edge was jagged with waves that seemed thrust
up in points like rocks.

Many a man ought to have a bathtub larger than the boat which here rode upon the sea. These
waves were most wrongfully and barbarously abrupt and tall, and each froth-top was a problem in
small-boat navigation.

The cook squatted in the bottom, and looked with both eyes at the six inches of gunwale which
separated him from the ocean. His sleeves were rolled over his fat forearms, and the two flaps of
his unbuttoned vest dangled as he bent to bail out the boat. Often he said, “Gawd! that was a nar-
row clip.” As he remarked it he invariably gazed eastward over the broken sea.

The oiler, steering with one of the two oars in the boat, sometimes raised himself suddenly to keep
clear of water that swirled in over the stern. It was a thin little oar, and it seemed often ready to snap.

The correspondent, pulling at the other oar, watched the waves and wondered why he was there.

Stephen Crane, “The Open Boat”

Literature Model
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Name ...................................................................................... Class .................................................. Date ................................

■ Finding and Describing Beauty

To those without a discerning eye, a desert looks desolate. But American painter Georgia
O’Keeffe found desert beauty in unlikely places—even in the sandy, bleached bones of a cow’s
skull. Think of a place—perhaps it is ordinary or downright bleak—that other people might
say is unattractive. Then write two paragraphs describing in detail some small thing that a visi-
tor with a discerning eye might find beautiful or intriguing.

Composition Enrichment

3 Writing Process in Action

Write a paragraph describing how a place you visited did not live up to your expectations. Be sure to
tell whether your mental picture of the place had been formed by others’ descriptions or by something
you had read or a picture you had seen.

On Your Own
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■ Writing About a Turning Point

Think of a turning point in your life. It may have involved moving, reaching a goal, joining a
team, or learning some new activity. To discover material for a personal narrative, think about
the questions who?, what?, when?, where?, why?, and how? and write your answers below.

Before the Turning Point

who ______________________________________________________________________________

what______________________________________________________________________________

when _____________________________________________________________________________

where_____________________________________________________________________________

why ______________________________________________________________________________

how ______________________________________________________________________________

The Turning Point Itself

who ______________________________________________________________________________

what______________________________________________________________________________

when _____________________________________________________________________________

where_____________________________________________________________________________

why ______________________________________________________________________________

how ______________________________________________________________________________

After the Turning Point

who ______________________________________________________________________________

what______________________________________________________________________________

when _____________________________________________________________________________

where_____________________________________________________________________________

why ______________________________________________________________________________

how ______________________________________________________________________________

Name ...................................................................................... Class .................................................. Date ................................

Composition Enrichment

4.1 Narrating a Personal Experience

Imagine that your school newspaper or a magazine of student writing is sponsoring a contest and
offering a prize for the best two-page essay about a turning point. Create a rough outline to help you
organize the material above, and then write your essay.

On Your Own
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Name ...................................................................................... Class .................................................. Date ................................

■ Finding a Story in Your Future

Think of a job you would like to hold in five or ten years. Using what you know about the job,
on a separate sheet of paper do some brainstorming to discover conflicts that might occur.
They may be conflicts with another worker, with your environment, or with yourself. Choose
one conflict, and write a paragraph summarizing how the conflict develops. Then write a 
second paragraph that tells how the conflict is resolved.

Job: ______________________________________________________________________________

Conflict:___________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Resolution: ________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Composition Enrichment

4.2 Developing a Fictional Narrative

Develop the two paragraphs above into a two- or three-page narrative. Add details about your future
self, about how you got the job, and about the conflict and resolution. Save this narrative in your jour-
nal. You may find it interesting to look back on in five or ten years.

On Your Own
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■ Using Flashback

While some stories move in chronological order from the introduction of a main character to
the resolution, others use flashbacks to reveal character or explain events. In the spaces below,
write a chronological sequence of events that you have experienced sometime in the last week
and that can be used as events in a fictional narrative. Feel free to make up events for increased
interest if you wish. Then do some brainstorming on a separate sheet of paper to uncover a
childhood experience that you could fit into your narrative sequence to shed light on character
or to help explain a particular action. Place an X at the point where you would insert the flash-
back into your sequence of events. Then write a flashback paragraph about the childhood
experience. Give your character a name and write in third person.

1. ______________________________________________________________________________

2. ______________________________________________________________________________

3. ______________________________________________________________________________

4. ______________________________________________________________________________

5. ______________________________________________________________________________

6. ______________________________________________________________________________

7. ______________________________________________________________________________

8. ______________________________________________________________________________

9. ______________________________________________________________________________

10. ______________________________________________________________________________

Name ...................................................................................... Class .................................................. Date ................................

Composition Enrichment

4.3 Organizing a Fictional Narrative

Use the sequence of events and flashback paragraph above to write a two- or three-page narrative.
You might consider submitting your story to a magazine for student writing.

On Your Own
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Name ...................................................................................... Class .................................................. Date ................................

■ Using Dialogue to Reveal Character

Imagine a setting in which three people—a teenager much like you, a retired senior citizen,
and a middle-aged banker—have been stuck for thirty minutes in the broken elevator of a
bank building. Write a short dialogue that reveals something about each character’s personal-
ity. You might have the characters talk about their destinations.

Composition Enrichment

4.4 Writing Dialogue

Visit a shopping mall, food court, or some other place that attracts a crowd of diverse people. Select a
couple or a small group of people to observe from a distance, and based on their actions and observ-
able personality traits, write a two-page dialogue for them. Give each person a name. Save the dia-
logue in your journal for future use in a creative writing assignment.

On Your Own
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■ A. Writing Thematic Statements

A theme is not simply a topic but an insight or observation about that topic. For each of the
topics below, write a sentence that makes an observation.

1. the effect of envy ________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

2. telling and keeping secrets_________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

3. circumstances beyond our control __________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

4. growing up as an only child _______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

5. wanting just to be happy _________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

■ B. Writing Anecdotes to Support Theme

Ch oose one of the them a tic statem ents you wro te for Pa rt A and com pose an anecdo te , i nven ted
or factu a l , that su pports that statem en t . Tell the anecdo te in one well - devel oped para gra ph .

Name ...................................................................................... Class .................................................. Date ................................

Composition Enrichment

4.5 Theme and Anecdote

Write a short narrative poem that, through story and imagery, supports one of the statements you
wrote for Part A. You may want to use the statement as your title or opening line. Save the poem in
your journal and come back to it in a few weeks. Revise it and consider submitting it for publication in
the school newspaper or a magazine for student writing.

On Your Own
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Name ...................................................................................... Class .................................................. Date ................................

■ Summarizing a Poem

Read the short narrative poem below. Then write a paragraph, no more than fifty words, that
summarizes it.

Composition Enrichment

4.6
W R I T I N G  A B O U T  L I T E R A T U R E

The Plot Summary

Imagine you are the person addressed in Hardy’s poem. Write a short narrative in prose or verse that
answers the speaker in the poem. How do your feelings differ from the speaker’s? How are they the
same? Exchange papers with a classmate and write summaries of one another’s narratives.

On Your Own

You did not walk with me
Of late to the hilltop tree
By the gated ways,
As in earlier days;
You were weak and lame,
So you never came,

And I went alone, and I did not mind,
Not thinking of you as left behind.

Iwalked up there today 
Just in the former way;

Surveyed around
The familiar ground
By myself again:
What difference, then?

Only that underlying sense
Of the look of a room on returning thence.

Thomas Hardy, “The Walk”

Literature Model
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■ Writing About Conflict in a Poem

Some types of conflict are out in the open for all to see. Other conflict is more subtle and,
therefore, more challenging to analyze. Read the following poem and analyze the conflict. (The
word pain in the poem means, roughly, “dare.”) Then write a paragraph describing the conflict.
What makes the poem, written more than two hundred years ago, applicable today?

Name ...................................................................................... Class .................................................. Date ................................

Composition Enrichment

4.7
W R I T I N G  A B O U T  L I T E R A T U R E

Analyzing Conflict

Think of a love poem or story that you have read in which a character encounters conflict. Imagine
that you have been asked to write a review. Write one paragraph summarizing the poem or story.
Then write one or two more paragraphs analyzing the conflict.

On Your Own

Never pain to tell thy love,
Love that never told can be;

For the gentle wind does move
Silently, invisibly.

Itold my love, I told my love,
I told her all my heart,

Trembling, cold, in ghastly fears—
Ah, she doth depart.

William Blake, “Never Pain to Tell Thy Love”

Literature Model
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Name ...................................................................................... Class .................................................. Date ................................

■ Beginning a Story

Write the first two paragraphs of a story in which a forty-year-old woman and a sixty-five-
year-old woman learn something important from an eight-year-old girl. The story is set some-
time in the future, and the plot revolves around a regularly occurring activity in the life of at
least one of the characters. Begin your story in one of the following ways: introduce one or
more characters, set a mood, start with a problem or source of conflict. Give your readers
enough information to capture their attention and make them want to continue reading.

Composition Enrichment

4 Writing Process in Action

Add two more pages to the story you started above. You may write two more installments or a second
installment and a conclusion. Be sure to continue the sense of anticipation necessary to hold your
audience’s attention.

On Your Own
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■ Writing About Connotation

The word tiyospaye literally means “extended family group” in the language of the Lakota
Sioux. The word’s connotation—that is, the feelings it arouses in these Native Americans—
means much more. Write two or three expository paragraphs about one of the words listed
below, or choose a word from your culture that has special meaning to you. Be sure to include
the literal definition of the word as well as its personal connotation.

loyalty friendship patriotism grandparents
solitude courage wilderness school spirit

Name ...................................................................................... Class .................................................. Date ................................

Composition Enrichment

5.1 Writing to Inform and Explain

Read a feature story in a newspaper of your choice, and write one or two paragraphs telling what
kind or kinds of expository writing it features and whether or not the kind of writing is effective. Cite
specific examples from the story to support your statements. Clip the article from the newspaper and
staple it to your work.

On Your Own
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Name ...................................................................................... Class .................................................. Date ................................

■ Matching Content and Audience

Imagine you are a member of a student group that has just attended a camp (perhaps cheer-
leading or basketball) or traveled to schools in another county to perform (perhaps a play or
concert). Write one paragraph to a friend telling something about your trip that would interest
him or her. Then write about some element of your trip in a paragraph to one of your parents.
Explain how the two paragraphs differ in content and in how you express yourself.

Composition Enrichment

5.2 Knowing Your Audience

Think back to your most recent trip to a movie theater, and write a paragraph identifying the audience
for the film you saw. Was the audience made up mostly of people in your age group? Was the topic
appropriate for the audience who came to watch it? Why or why not?

On Your Own
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■ Explaining a Process

Most families enjoy celebrating some form of traditional activity or anniversary. This may be a
simple social celebration, such as a birthday party, or a more complex celebration, such as a
religious or cultural activity. Whenever a celebration is carried out as part of family tradition,
family members often follow certain steps or procedures in preparing for the celebration.
Think of a celebration that is important in your family or culture, and imagine that a friend
with a different religious, cultural, or social background will be joining you for this celebra-
tion. List chronologically the procedures you normally follow to prepare for this event. Then
write a paragraph explaining the process to your friend.

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Name ...................................................................................... Class .................................................. Date ................................

Composition Enrichment

5.3 Writing About a Process

Imagine you are a small child who has just mastered buttoning his or her own shirt, eating with a fork,
or some other “grown-up” skill. Write a paragraph about your pride in the accomplishment and tell,
from a small child’s point of view, the steps involved in doing it.

On Your Own
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Name ...................................................................................... Class .................................................. Date ................................

■ Causes and Effects of a Phenomenon

Pick one of the following phenomena or another of your own choosing and think about both
its causes and effects. Take five minutes to brainstorm. Then write one paragraph about the
causes of the phenomenon. Write a second paragraph about its effects.

popularity of television cartoons an inability to fall asleep
smog air travel
an increase in contributions to charity winning a soccer game 

during the 1980s

Composition Enrichment

5.4 Writing About Cause and Effect

We can examine our personal actions in terms of causes and effects. Write a paragraph telling what
you believe are the causes of a common personal habit, behavior, or way of looking at the world.
Then write a second paragraph explaining the effect that habit, behavior, or point of view has on you
or the people around you.

On Your Own
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■ A. Organizing Comparison and Contrast

One way to compare and contrast two things is to talk exclusively about the first thing in the
first paragraph, and then to talk about the second thing in the next paragraph. Choose from
the subjects listed below, or select your own subjects to compare and contrast, and write a
paragraph about each. Be sure to focus on the same features of the two things, and use a good
transition to show that the paragraphs are related. For additional space, continue on a separate
sheet of paper.

two high schools in your town two types of dancing
two kinds of bicycles two aunts or uncles

■ B. Another Way to Organize

Sometimes a comparison and contrast is set up together in the topic sentence. A writer can
begin by showing similarities and then describing differences, or vice versa. Reconsider the
paragraphs you just wrote. Rewrite the comparison in one or two paragraphs. First set up a
relationship in a topic sentence. Then develop the relationship in supporting sentences.

Name ...................................................................................... Class .................................................. Date ................................

Composition Enrichment

5.5 Comparing and Contrasting

Write two paragraphs comparing and contrasting the way you feel about celebrating another birthday
this year with the way you felt about birthdays as a small child. Write for a friend who is several
months younger than you and who will soon experience his or her own birthday. Use either of the
methods of organization explained above.

On Your Own
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Name ...................................................................................... Class .................................................. Date ................................

■ Creating a Personal Word Map

What sets you apart from others? To help you think this question through, think of a word that
identifies you, such as baby-sitter, basketball player, computer whiz, excellent math student,
dancer, guitarist, or writer. Create a word map such as the one on page 241 of the Student
Edition to write a formal definition of your identifying word. On the lines below your word
map, write one or two paragraphs developing a personal definition that you can use to intro-
duce yourself to a new pen pal.

Composition Enrichment

5.6 Writing Effective Definitions

Use a dictionary to look up the formal definition of a word of your choice. Rewrite the definition
twice, applying it once to yourself and once to a relative or another student. Explain the difference.

On Your Own
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■ Getting Creative with Graphs

Many newspapers enliven statistical information by presenting it in graphs that illustrate the
subject matter as well as the numbers. For example, the bars in a bar graph of city populations
might be depicted as buildings of varying heights. Choose one of the following topics and cre-
ate a graph that reflects the topic while accurately presenting the statistical information.
Introduce the graph with a short paragraph.

A pie chart of ice cream lovers’ favorite flavors

50% prefer vanilla 20% prefer strawberry
25% prefer chocolate 5% prefer other flavors

A bar graph of the heights of members of a basketball team

Wendell 6'6" Michael 6'6"
Luis 5'11" Victor 5'9"
Andre 6'2"

A line graph of Julia’s homework time

Monday 1/2 hour Friday 1/2 hour
Tuesday 2 1/2 hours Saturday 4 hours
Wednesday 1 hour Sunday 1/2 hour
Thursday 2 hours

Name ...................................................................................... Class .................................................. Date ................................
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5.7 Using Graphs in Exposition

Leaf through old magazines or newspapers to find a graph that is dull and uninteresting. Use the 
statistical information it presents to create an eye-catching new graph that is more likely to appeal to
the readers.

On Your Own
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■ Writing Your News Story

At some time in your life, you will probably do something newsworthy—or perhaps you
already have. What was or will be the lead sentence in the news story about you? Write some
captivating lead sentences about your own accomplishments, whether real or imagined. Then
use one of the lead sentences to write a brief news story that offers the important details.

Composition Enrichment

5.8 Writing a News Article

Find a news article on a topic of interest. Write as many variations of the lead as you can in five min-
utes. How do your lead sentences change the focus of the article? Choose one lead sentence and
rewrite the article, using the same information but giving it a different focus.

On Your Own
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■ Writing and Answering Essay Questions

The individual lessons of Unit 5 in your textbook have focused on a variety of subjects and
topics to illustrate several kinds of expository writing. Look back through the models, and
choose one that you found especially interesting. Based on the information contained in the
model you select, write two essay questions that will test students’ understanding of that par-
ticular form of expository writing. Then, following the guidelines you learned for taking an
essay test, answer the two questions you developed. Remember to begin each answer with a
thesis statement. Use another sheet of paper for additional space.

Name ...................................................................................... Class .................................................. Date ................................

Composition Enrichment

5.9 Taking an Essay Test

Use the six key words of essay questions to build an explanation of the meaning of a slang term made
popular by a recent movie, television show, or song. Write for a parent or teacher who may not be
familiar with the term. In two or three paragraphs define the term, discuss its characteristics, compare
it to something else, analyze its popularity, describe it, and summarize it.

On Your Own



Writer’s Choice: Composition Enrichment, Grade 10, Unit 5 43

Name ...................................................................................... Class .................................................. Date ................................

■ Analyzing Your Changing Reactions

Think of an author whose books you enjoyed or a filmmaker whose movies you enjoyed when
you were ten years old. Skim one of the books or view one of the movies again, if possible.
Think about why you enjoyed it when you were younger. Then write a two- or three-paragraph
essay that analyzes your response to the work now that you are a young adult. Does the book
or movie withstand the test of time in terms of moral or theme, style, tone, setting, and plot?
Are the characters still appealing to you? Why or why not?

Composition Enrichment

5.10
W R I T I N G  A B O U T  L I T E R A T U R E

Comparing and Contrasting Works of Literature

Think of a short fable or tale from your childhood. Rewrite the tale for a young child you know, but
modernize it by giving the characters modern-day concerns and professions. Try to keep the moral or
essence of the tale the same. Then write a paragraph telling how the changes you made affected the
tale. Is it still the same, or is it completely different?

On Your Own
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■ Targeting Your Audience

Read the assortment of facts below about Rembrandt, a seventeenth-century Dutch painter.
Choose the facts that would appeal to a general audience with little or no background in art.
Incorporate that information into a two-paragraph essay about the famous artist. In your
essay, point out the cause and effect between his wife’s death and the quality of his work. For
additional space, use another sheet of paper.

Fast Facts on Rembrandt
He was a master of the chiaroscuro technique.
He did many portraits and self-portraits.
He was born in 1606 in the Netherlands. He died in 1669 in Amsterdam.
His paintings were of figures from mythology, history, and the Bible.
He was prolific. Today he is regarded as one of the greatest painters who ever lived.
His paintings were described as “exuberant emulations of the Baroque style.”
He did many etchings and drawings.
He married Saskia van Uylenburgh in 1634.
His style was one of dynamic actions and subtle psychological reactions.
He was deeply in love with his wife. His art made them wealthy.
When Saskia died in 1642, he became deeply depressed.
Three of his children died before his wife did.
Critics say his work took on a tragic quality after Saskia’s death.
His paintings became less popular. He declared bankruptcy in 1656.
He was neither famous nor rich when he died in 1669.

Name ...................................................................................... Class .................................................. Date ................................
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5 Writing Process in Action

Sometimes we forget that things happening in people’s lives may affect how they act or how they pre-
sent themselves to others. The careers of many artists, musicians, and writers show evidence of
“phases” when their work was less inspired than at other times. Choose an artist, musician, or writer
you know of. Do a little research to find out if that person’s career went through any such phases.
Were there things happening in the person’s life—or in the world—that might explain the changes in
the person’s work? Write a few paragraphs that tell of your findings. Address your writing to an audi-
ence of new fans who enjoy this person’s work but know little about his or her career or personal life.

On Your Own
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■ Being Persuasive About Yourself

Imagine that you have just read an advertisement for what you consider to be the perfect
summer job. Write a two- or three-paragraph persuasive letter to the employer explaining in
detail why you are qualified for the job. Begin your letter this way:

I am writing to express my interest in a summer job as______________________________________

Composition Enrichment

6.1 Understanding Persuasive Writing

Think of an effective television advertisement for a product, organization, or particular viewpoint. It
must appeal effectively to both reason and emotion. Imagine that you are a member of a citizens’
committee that monitors advertising. Write a letter to the advertiser commending the quality of the
advertisement. State how you believe it appeals to reason, then how you believe it appeals to emo-
tion. Explain why you think it is effective.

On Your Own
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■ Separating Fact from Opinion

Sometimes writers deliberately confuse fact and opinion in an effort to sway readers’ beliefs.
Rewrite the following paragraph so that it is immediately clear to potential voters what is fact
and what is opinion.

No one can dispute the fact that Mayor Wolsky has done more for the people of this city than 
any previous mayor in history. She has sponsored retraining programs that put 5,000 out-of-work
auto workers back in the job market. She has balanced the city’s budget. She is as hard working a
politician as you will find anywhere. Mayor Wolsky has established three new shelters for homeless
people. For dozens of reasons, Mayor Wolsky deserves your vote. These examples are only the tip 
of the iceberg.

Name ...................................................................................... Class .................................................. Date ................................
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6.2 Evidence in Persuasive Writing

Look through a newspaper to find a review of a movie, concert, or compact disc in which the reviewer
holds an opinion that conflicts with your own. Write a letter to the reviewer telling why you disagree
with his or her opinion. Support your statements with facts about the event or thing being reviewed.

On Your Own
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■ Using Humor to Present Opinions

Many people use humor to express their opinions. Sometimes the humor is cutting, in a style
made famous by former British Prime Minister Winston Churchill, who described a political
rival as “a modest man who has much to be modest about.” Imagine that you have been
assigned to write a review for your school’s newspaper. Follow the guidelines for persuasive
writing and share, in a humorous way, your evaluation of a television show or movie you have
seen recently. Write two or three paragraphs.
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6.3 Presenting an Opinion

Leaf through old magazines or newspapers to find a column by a writer who effectively uses humor to
share an opinion. Write a one-paragraph critique telling how and why the humor is effective.

On Your Own



48 Writer’s Choice: Composition Enrichment, Grade 10, Unit 6

■ Comparing Products

Imagine that you are a restaurant critic for a magazine that focuses on dining and entertain-
ment in your town. Write a three-paragraph evaluation, based on firsthand experience, of two
restaurants. Compare at least three of the following factors: price, quality of service, general
cleanliness, food variety, and food quality. Conclude with a recommendation about which is
the better place to eat.

Name ...................................................................................... Class .................................................. Date ................................
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6.4 Writing a Product Evaluation

Think of an electronic product you would like to own if money were no object. Use the library to find
out what the editors of Consumer Reports have to say about the various brands, and then write a
paragraph or more summarizing your findings.

On Your Own
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■ “Selling the Sizzle”

“Sell the sizzle, not the steak” is an old advertising expression that means good ad writers must
strive to sell the feelings associated with a product, not just the product itself. Select one of the
“high sizzle” products or services from the list below (or use one of your own choosing), and
write an ad that focuses primarily on the benefits to the consumer. Will he or she feel better or
look better? Write a headline for your ad, and make your writing crisp, clear, and concise.

health club membership hiking boots designer sweater
popular magazine hair salon baby pictures
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6.5 Creating an Ad

Leaf through magazines or newspapers in search of incredibly boring, unimaginative print ads. Choose
one that is particularly boring, and rewrite it in a creative way.

On Your Own
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■ Sharing a Complaint

Think of a particular trait or behavior that annoys you in a friend or relative. Write a com-
plaint letter to the person detailing why the trait or behavior annoys you and what he or she
might do to change it. Write two or three paragraphs.

Name ...................................................................................... Class .................................................. Date ................................
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6.6 Writing a Letter of Complaint

Find a column by Judith Martin (“Miss Manners”), Ann Landers, or another newspaper columnist
about how to effectively complain to a friend about an irritating behavior. Write a paragraph or more
summarizing and responding to the writer’s advice.

On Your Own
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■ Making Reviews Concise

Imagine you are a book review editor who has received a review from a writer. The review is
slightly too long. You decide it is faster to shorten the review yourself than to return it to the
writer. Reduce the following review to four sentences without losing any of the important
points.

Arlington National Cemetery outside Washington, D.C., is a place of significance to Americans. If
you have not visited it, chances are you have seen its rows of white crosses on television, as well 
as the eternal flame on the grave of President John Kennedy. Brent Ashabranner’s book, A Grateful
Nation: The Story of Arlington National Cemetery, will likely tell you everything you want to know
about its history and traditions. In addition to the history of its various tombs and monuments is an
interview with a military honor guard, one of many who guard the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier.
You will also learn about how the daily burials and rituals are scheduled. The prose is solemn but
never dull. The black-and-white pictures are striking.

Composition Enrichment

W R I T I N G  A B O U T  L I T E R A T U R E

Reviewing a Nonfiction Book6.7

Persuade a friend or family member to read a book that you really liked. Write a book review that is so
good that no one will be able to resist. You could even set up a network among your friends to rec-
ommend good books to one another.

On Your Own
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■ Getting Personal About Persuasion

More than three hundred years ago, English poet Samuel Butler wrote these memorable lines:
“He that complies against his will / Is of his own opinion still.” In majority-rule situations,
large numbers of people comply against their wills. Reflect on a situation in which you were
opposed to a rule made by a majority of family members, classmates, club members, commit-
tee members, or student council representatives. Write two or more paragraphs describing the
situation, why you were unpersuaded by the majority’s decision, and how the situation affects
your attitude about the way the group makes rules and decisions.

Name ...................................................................................... Class .................................................. Date ................................
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6 Writing Process in Action

Write a paragraph describing your stand on an issue about which you are completely “unpersuad-
able.” Explain why you will stand firm on this issue.

On Your Own




