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Composition Reteaching

IEER Writing to Discover Your World

Key Information

A personal journal allows you to record ideas and feelings that are important to you. You can
express your thoughts in a personal journal through both words and drawings. Your journal can be
serious or funny. In your journal you can experiment with kinds of writing, and you can explore your
feelings about yourself and the world around you. You should date each journal entry.

A. Recognizing Feelings

Often, people describe their true feelings in their journal entries. Read each sentence below;
then name the emotion that you think is being described.

1. When I slipped and fell in front of the class, I wanted to run and hide.

2. After I scored the team’s first goal, I knew I could play just as well as any other professional player.

3. I bit my bottom lip to keep from saying all the mean and nasty things I really wanted to say.

4. 1 stood motionless in the dark as I heard someone slowly turn the handle on the back door.

5. All day long, I couldn’t keep from smiling and quietly singing as I went about doing my usual
chores.

B. Recording Your Thoughts

Imagine you experience each of the situations below. Write a complete sentence that expresses
your thoughts or feelings about each event.

1. doing poorly on a math test

2. finding a ten-dollar bill on the sidewalk

3. diving from the highest diving board at a swimming p ool

4. hearing the alarm clock ring in the morning

5. holding a little kitten on your lap

Writer’s Choice: Composition Reteaching, Grade 10, Unit1 1



Composition Reteaching

IBEER Using a Learning Log

A learning log is a special kind of journal that may help you perform better on your schoolwork.
Writing about your school subjects forces you to rethink the day’s schoolwork. This may help you to
understand the concepts more completely. Your learning log should contain specific information. First,
write the date and school subject at the top of the log page. Then, write a brief summary of the
day’s class discussion. Identify any questions or difficult concepts you need to study further. End
each log entry with the homework assignment. Once each week, review your learning log for each
subject.

A. Writing a Summary

Read each short passage below. Imagine that your biology teacher made these statements. In
your own words, write one or two phrases or sentences that summarize the main point of each
of the teacher’s comments.

1. The length of the day has a noticeable effect on green plants. In the spring, plants respond to the
increased day length by beginning new growth. In the fall, green plants respond to the shorter day
length by stopping their growth processes.

2. Scientists conducted experiments with artificial light to study the effect of the length of day and
night on flowering plants. They found that some plants needed a specific period of darkness in
order to flower. For instance, the cocklebur will not flower if its dark period is interrupted by
even a short flash of light. Scientists now know that it is the length of the dark period that con-
trols plant flowering, not the length of the light period.

3. Some changes in plants occur at about the same hour each day regardless of the amount of day-
light or darkness they receive. For example, bean plants spread their leaves out in the daytime and
fold them up or down at night. This change occurs even when the plant is kept in total darkness.
Plants have their own systems for telling time and triggering these changes.

B. Recording Homework Assignments

List this week’s homework assignments for this class in the space below. Make sure you are
accurate and complete.

2 Writer’s Choice: Composition Reteaching, Grade 10, Unit 1
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Composition Reteaching

IBEER Keeping a Commonplace Book

Key Information

A commonplace book is a sort of scrapbook for ideas, notations, souvenirs, and quotations. The
book should contain things that are of interest to you. You can look through your commonplace book
before you begin a writing assignment. An item in your collection might prompt you to write more
fully about it.

A. Choosing Items of Interest

If you started a commonplace book, what would you collect? Imagine that you have the fol-
lowing items in your commonplace book. Select a specific item for each category listed. Then
write a notation that explains the importance of the item to you.

1. a photograph

of what?

Why is the photograph important?

2. a help-wanted ad
what job?

Why is the ad imp ortant?

3. a movie ticket

what movie?

Why is the ticket important?

4. a store receipt

What was purchased?

Why is the receipt important?

5. song lyrics

what song?

Why is the song important?

B. Using the Commonplace Book as a Springboard

Read the notes you made in item 1 about the photograph you would place in a commonplace
book. Use your ideas as inspiration for the beginning of a short story. Add five more sentences
to extend the scene begun for you here.

I sat at my desk staring at the photograph.

Writer’s Choice: Composition Reteaching, Grade 10, Unit1 3



Composition Reteaching

WRITING ABOUT LITERATURE

IBEEI Using a Reader-Response Journal

Key Information

A reader-response journal is a place where you can record your reactions to the books, magazines, and
stories you read. Drawings and artwork can visually represent your thoughts about a book.
Rewriting the ending of a story can show how you might have done things differently, either as a
writer or as the character in the story. A review of something you have read can include information
about what you learned, whether you agreed with the author, what you liked, and how you felt after
reading the work.

A. Expressing Agreement or Disagreement

Read each sentence below. Tell whether you agree or disagree with the statement. Tell why you
feel as you do.

1. Summer is my favorite time of the year.

2. Baseball is the most demanding professional sport.

3. I don’t like to eat desserts very often.

4. It’s not easy being the oldest child in the family.

B. Analyzing Point of View

Read the literature model below. This passage is excerpted from a letter written by a Comanche
Indian in the 1860s. Think about the emotion behind the writer’s words. How does the writer
feel? How did you feel when you finished reading? Use complete sentences to write your answer
on a separate sheet of paper.

Literature Model

But there are things which you have said to me which | do not like. They are not sweet like sugar,
but bitter like gourds. You said that you wanted to put us upon a reservation, to build us houses
and make us medicine lodges. | do not want them. | was born upon the prairie, where the wind
blew free and there was nothing to break the light of the sun. | was born where there were no
enclosures and where everything drew a free breath. | want to die there and not within walls. |
know every stream and every wood between the Rio Grande and the Arkansas. | have hunted and
lived over that country. | lived like my fathers before me, and, like them, | lived happily.
Parra-Wa-Samen (Ten Bears) of the Yamparika Comanches
Dee Brown, Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee

4 Writer’s Choice: Composition Reteaching, Grade 10, Unit 1
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Composition Reteaching

WRITING ABOUT LITERATURE

IEER Responding to a Short Story

Key Information

Writing about a short story in your reader-response journal allows you to evaluate your reaction to the
story. You should examine four elements of the story. These elements are character, the individuals in
the story; setting, the time and place of the action; plot, the sequence of events; and theme, the
story’s underlying meaning. Thinking about a story’s characters, setting, plot, and theme may help you
discover why a story has special meaning for you.

A. Identifying Story Elements

Each sentence below provides information about character, plot, setting, or theme. Circle the
story element about which you think each sentence gives you the most information.

1. Sandra was the kind of person whom everyone wanted to be around.
character plot setting theme

2. Robert stood by the third-story window listening to the noisy neighborhood below.
character plot setting theme

3. The first thing we did after we arrived was to unpack our suitcases and boxes.
character plot setting theme

4. Celia’s favorite activities were tinkering with tools and rebuilding motors.
character plot setting theme

5. None of us would ever be the same again.
character plot setting theme

6. Daniel walked out of the room, and Elena returned to her work at the desk.
character plot setting theme

7. Snow covered the roads throughout the city, and traffic slowed to a crawl.
character plot setting theme

8. The lawyers met to discuss the case more thoroughly.

character plot setting theme

B. Writing Your Own Reader Response

If you have worked on the sheet for Lesson 1.4, reread its Literature Model. Discuss the theme,
or main idea, of Parra-Wa-Samen’s words. Write at least three complete sentences explaining
the theme of the passage.

Writer’s Choice: Composition Reteaching, Grade 10, Unit1 5



Composition Reteaching

IR Writing Process in Action

Key Information

Your own personal history is the richest source of ideas for your writing. Your heritage, family life,
interests, and experiences can all provide ideas when you write.

Using Your Personal History

William Least Heat-Moon incorporated his knowledge of Shakespeare into his description of a
Colorado snowstorm. Try each of the methods below for integrating, or blending, something
about your personal history or knowledge into your writing.

1. Use one of your special hobbies or interests to help you write the beginning of a short story.

2. Write a sentence describing a park, mountain, lake, game, celebration, room, home, or whatever
you choose. Feature your cultural background or your knowledge of various neighborhoods,
cities, farms, or lifestyles in your description.

3. Quote some words from a favorite song or book to describe how you feel about an experience or
issue.

4. Tell something about yourself by describing a lesson you learned from a friend or acquaintance.

5. William Least Heat-Moon’s personal history provided much of the motivation for his journey.
Describe a journey you might take to further your own personal history.

6 Writer’s Choice: Composition Reteaching, Grade 10, Unit 1
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Composition Reteaching

IEXI Stoges of the Writing Process

Key Information

Writers follow a five-stage sequence as they move from the beginning to the end of the writing
process. The first stage is prewriting. Prewriting is the idea-generation stage. Drafting, the second
stage, consists of writing ideas down in related sentences and paragraphs. Revising is the stage in
which writing is reworked to clarify or add detail. During the editing/proofreading stage, the writer
makes sure sentences flow smoothly and corrects any spelling, punctuation, and grammar mistakes.
The last stage is publishing/presenting, which means sharing the writing with an audience.

A. Identifying the Steps of the Writing Process

Read each item below. Then decide whether the sentence is an example of the prewriting,
drafting, revising, or editing/proofreading stage of the writing process. Circle the correct
answer.

1. Sea lions are in pinniped family. Very social mammal. Adult males migrate from breeding ground
to find food. Young born in May and June.

prewriting drhafting revising - editing/proofreading
shoot throug
2. California sea lions can shett out of the water and jump threw the air just like dolphins do.
prewriting drafting revising editing/proofreading

3. After the female sea lion gives birth, she leaves the pups to feed at sea.

prewriting drafting revising editing/proofreading

4. She may be gone for severeilr% ;:lggys at a time between feedings. The female sea lion ’ecg-lreles?g fifteen
or twenty pounds of food daily.
prewriting drafting revising editing/proofreading

5. While female gone, pups practice swimming in tidepools. Young have blondish fur. Also have
slimmer head than adults.

called the
sagittal
crest

prewriting drafting revising editing/proofreading
can
6. The adult male sea lion eetd be easily identified because of a bony growth on the head,

prewriting drafting revising editing/proofreading

B. Presenting Your Writing

Decisions affecting the presentation of your writing can be just as important as decisions in
the earlier writing stages. When you think about the presentation of a piece of writing, you
should consider the audience that will be most interested in the written material. Select the
piece of writing that you would most likely submit to each of the following numbered items.
Circle the correct answer.

1. an article for the school newspaper
areport on the California sea lion an interview with the school’s basketball team
2. a letter to the editor of the community newspaper

a written defense of recycling an editorial on school spirit

Writer’s Choice: Composition Reteaching, Grade 10, Unit2 7



Composition Reteacking

IEXI Prewriting: Finding a Writing Topic

Key Information

Before you begin a writing assignment, use a prewriting method to help you generate ideas that you
may want to pursue in greater depth. Freewriting is one prewriting technique useful for getting
those initial ideas down on paper. To try freewriting, give yourself five or ten minutes to write down all
the thoughts that come to mind on a given topic. Clustering may be a good prewriting technigue to
try if you like to “see” how your ideas fit together. Put the main idea in a circle in the center of a
paper. Then start drawing branches out from the center circle and surround it with related ideas.

A. Clustering Ideas

Imagine you are beginning a research project on domestic cats. Before you begin, create an
idea map by clustering possible ideas that you want to investigate further. A cluster has been
started for you below. Fill in the circles, or create your own branches and circles, to list addi-
tional topics or questions that may fit into the cluster.

family—genus—
species

WY PECpiE
like cats

CATE amd e
- - -

Look over your idea cluster on domestic cats. From the cluster pick one of the items about
which you already know something. Begin freewriting about that topic. Write questions as well
as ideas that you want to pursue. Write for five minutes, using another sheet of paper if neces-
sary. Do not worry about spelling, punctuation, or grammar.

B. Practicing Freewriting

8 Writer’s Choice: Composition Reteaching, Grade 10, Unit 2
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Composition Reteaching

IEXN Prevriting: Identifying Purpose and Audience

Key Information

Thinking about your purpose for writing will help you decide what to include in your writing project.
Often a writing project will serve more than one purpose. For example, the purposes for a school
research paper might be to inform the reader and to describe the topic you have chosen. After consid-
ering your purpose and audience, you are ready to write a main idea statement, a sentence that
sums up what you want your writing to say.

A. Writing for a Purpose
Write two or three sentences that fulfill the writing purpose listed in each numbered item.

1. a note persuading your math teacher to let you retake a test

2. a statement informing peers of your qualifications for student council

B. Stating the Main Idea

Read each series of sentences below. Then on the line write a main idea statement that summa-
rizes the main point. The first item has been done for you.

1. My room is a mess!

There were clothes thrown all over the floor of my room.
I couldn’t find my backpack or my books.
It had been weeks since I had made my bed.

2.

Baldness is an inherited characteristic.
If your parents have brown eyes, chances are that you have brown eyes too.
Color blindness runs in families.

3.
Jenny plays basketball in the winter.

She runs during the summer to stay in shape.

Jenny is captain of the field hockey team.

Writer’s Choice: Composition Reteaching, Grade 10, Unit2 9



Compositi(m Reteaching

IEXI Prewriting: Exploring a Topic

Key Information

List making is a useful prewriting technigue. Jot down a writing topic you might want to explore. Then
start writing a list of all the words or phrases that relate to that topic. Review your list and sort its
items into categories. You can use each category as the basis for a paragraph in your final draft.
Posing questions can also help you to explore a writing assignment. Record all the questions you can
think of that relate to your topic. Then group the questions according to categories.

A. Listing

Use list making to explore the topic below. List at least five words or phrases associated with
the topic. Then review your list and arrange its items into two categories of your own choos-
ing.

Topic: Signs of spring Category:

Category:

B. Classifying Questions

Read the questions in each item below. Then select the topic for which the questions would be
most useful.

1. How much do computers cost? Where is the best place to buy a computer? How can I learn to use
a new computer? What kind of furniture do I place the computer on?

learning to use a computer getting started with a new computer

2. How far does the arctic tern travel each year? Why do some birds migrate at night? How do geese
know to return to the same lake each spring? How long does it take for a hummingbird to fly
from Ohio to Florida each fall?

animals that travel migration habits of birds the changing seasons

3. Why do figure skates have sharp teeth on the front? How does a skate blade grip the ice? Why do
speed skates have such long blades? Which ice skates are best for ice hockey?

types of ice skates Olympic ice skating events buying used skates

4. What do blue whales eat? How do whale teeth act as a food strainer? Where do whales find their
food? How much do whales eat every day?

eating habits of whales types of whales largest mammals on earth

10 Writer’s Choice: Composition Reteaching, Grade 10, Unit 2
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Composition Reteaching

Key Information

Interviewing is an important part of prewriting for some projects. Before the interview, prepare clearly
worded questions that require more than a yes or no answer. However, you should also be prepared to
ask follow-up questions that probe more deeply into a comment made by the person being inter-
viewed. Throughout the interview take notes that summarize your subject’s ideas.

A. Following Up

Read each question and answer below. Then write two follow-up questions that will enable you
to gain more information in the interview.

1. Question: How do gray whales feed? Answer: The whales suck up mouthfuls of mud and water
and use their baleen to strain out small crustaceans to eat. The whale spits out the rest.

2. Question: How far do gray whales travel in search of food? Answer: They swim about 10,000 miles
per year and travel from the Arctic Ocean north of Alaska to the Pacific Ocean off western
Mexico.

3. Question: How much does a gray whale weigh at birth? Answer: At birth a calf weighs about 1,500
pounds, but it doubles its weight within two months.

B. Taking Notes

Reread each of the questions and answers from the exercise above. Now write at least five
phrases or sentences summarizing the main points of the interview.

Writer’s Choice: Composition Reteaching, Grade 10, Unit2 11



Composition Reteaching

XA Drafting: Writing a Paragraph

Key Information

A paragraph is a group of related sentences that work together to develop one idea. A topic sentence,
often the first sentence in the paragraph, announces the main idea of the paragraph. Supporting sen-
tences in the paragraph should contain details that prove, clarify, or expand on that main idea.

A. Writing Supporting Sentences

Read each topic sentence. Then write three supporting sentences that prove, clarify, or expand
on the topic sentence.

1. Cats are easier to care for than dogs.

2. The attention of the world is focused on the Olympic games.

B. Writing Topic Sentences

Read the supporting statements in each numbered item below. Then write a topic sentence
that introduces the main idea of the supporting sentences.

1.

First, you try on the slacks. Next, have a helper mark the correct length for the legs. Pin the hem into
place. Then sew the hem in by hand, making small careful stitches. After you iron the hem, the
slacks are ready to wear.

2.

Identical twins share the same parents, the same birthday, and the same genes. Still, most identical
twins have at least some differences in their interests and talents. Often one twin will play one sport,
while the other twin participates in a different sport. On the other hand, studies have shown that
identical twins, reared apart, often have amazingly similar likes and dislikes.

3.

We left early on the morning of June 22. The first day we drove for more than twelve hours. We
arrived at my grandparents” house in Texas by late afternoon of the second day. We visited with all
my family’s relatives for more than a week. It was really fun getting to know all these people I had
never met.

4,

The flavor of red grapes is brighter and sweeter than that of green grapes. The color provides more
of a contrast when the grapes are mixed in a fruit salad. I especially like red flame grapes because
they have a texture that is almost crunchy when I bite into them. Now that red grapes are available
without seeds, I just don’t see any reason at all to buy green grapes.

12 Writer’s Choice: Composition Reteaching, Grade 10, Unit 2
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Composition Reteaching

IEEA Drafting: Organizing a Paragraph

Key Information

When you organize the details in a paragraph, you usually arrange them in spatial order, chronological
order, order of importance, cause-and-effect order, or compare-and-contrast order. Use transition
words and phrases such as those listed below to help you connect the details and point your readers
in the right direction.

first afterward when that night until next

meanwhile  before then later finally

A. Understanding Organization Methods

Imagine that you are going to write one paragraph about each of the following subjects.
Indicate which organization method you would use to order the details in each item.

1. describing what you did over the weekend

2. persuading people to recycle paper

3. explaining how to change a tire

4. describing a mural

5. explaining the effects of too little sleep

B. Using Transition Words

For each pair of sentences below, circle the transition word or phrase that connects the details.

1. We ate dinner athome. _ we went to the movie.
Afterward For that reason Otherwise
2. I brushed my teeth and crawled under the covers. I could get some sleep.
Therefore Finally Suddenly
3. First you cut the carrots. _____ you add the celery.
In contrast Then Also
4. The firefighters slept. ____ the fire was smoldering.
Also In the same way Meanwhile
5. The land was parched. ___ the summer was over, it would get worse.
On the other hand Because Before

Writer’s Choice: Composition Reteaching, Grade 10, Unit2 13



Composition Reteacking

IEXI Revising: Checking Unity and Coherence

Key Information

Revising your written work involves checking for unity and coherence. A unified paragraph is com-
posed of sentences that support and expand upon the main idea. A coherent paragraph contains sen-
tences that are logically connected to one another. Transition words and phrases build logical order in
the paragraph.

Revising for Unity and Coherence
Read the paragraph. Then answer the questions below.

(1) In the rain forests of Borneo, the male orangutan emits a loud scream. (2) This scream can last
as long as one or two minutes but is loud enough to attract the attention of most other rain forest
animals. (3) Sometimes the orangutan yells to attract females. (4) The orangutan uses his scream in a
variety of situations. (5) The yell may be used to frighten away other males. (6) Male orangutans can
weigh up to two hundred pounds. (7) Meanwhile, scientists have observed that orangutans seem to
show irritation and frustration by yelling, since they yell more frequently when the weather is bad.

1. What is the topic sentence of the paragraph?

2. The transition word but in sentence 2 is not particularly effective. What better transition word
could you use?

3. Sentence 4 is not in logical order. Where should it be located?

4. What transition word might you use in sentence 5 to help clarify its relationship with sentence 3?

5. What sentence does not relate to the main idea of the paragraph?

6. The transition word meanwhile in sentence 7 is not particularly effective. What better transition
word or phrase could you use?

14 Writer’s Choice: Composition Reteaching, Grade 10, Unit 2
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Composition Reteaching

X Editing/Proofreading: Toward a Final Version

Editing is the process of checking your written work for errors in grammar, spelling, punctuation, and
capitalization. Use proofreading symbols to mark where changes are needed.

A Insert _X Remove 7\~ Exchange 9 New paragraph

® Add period A Add comma = Uppercase / Lowercase

Correcting Your Written Work

Use proofreading symbols to mark the corrections needed in each group of sentences below.

1. Check for commas.

Mice, rats guinea pigs, beavers, and squirrels belong to the rodent family. All rodents have

furry bodies and large front teeth.
2. Check for spelling errors and errors in contractions.

Most rodents are easy to care for. You dont have to walk rodants, and they never need to

be allowed outside. Just give them frech food and water, and keep there cages clean.
3. Check for capitalization and periods.

A glass tank or a wire-mesh cage with a solid bottom makes a good home for a rodent
keep newspapers on the bottom of the cage, as well as wood chips or sawdust. Some

rodents like to have an old sock to use for building a nest
4. Check for commas, periods, and contractions.

Animal cages should be cleaned at least once a week Mice cages which need to be cleaned
twice a week get particularly dirty Youll need to be careful to put the animal into some

other container while you clean out its cage.
5. Check for spelling and capitalization.

To keep your pet healthy, you need to feed it good qualitty food. Keep a Water Bottle in
the cage at all times, and change the water daly. your pet should be let out of the cage

every day to get exercise. You can also place an exersice wheel in the pet’s cage.
6. Check for periods, commas, contractions, capitalization, and spelling.

Hamsters, Rats, Mice, and Gerbils need a great deal of exercise to keep from getting fat.
You can build your pet a little jungle gym from cardboard tubes and boxes. Cut holes in
the boxes to form doors Since rats and mice enjoy climbing, you could even biuld a ladder
out of ice-cream sticks. Change the playground frequently so that you pet doesnt get

board. Rodents also need to have plenty of things around to chew.
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X[ Publishing/Presenting: Sharing Your Writing

Key Information

Sharing your writing with an audience is the final stage in the writing process. Your knowledge of your
audience will help you make the best decisions about how and where your writing can be published.

A. Identifying Your Audience
Describe a probable audience for each of the items listed below.

1. an article on using a word-processing program for the first time

2. a business letter inquiring about summer employment

3. a want ad for a salesclerk position

4. a report on Martin Luther King Jr.

5. a poem about a season

B. Beginning Your Presentation

Review the exercise above, and select two items you would like to share with an audience. Then
compose an opening sentence that is appropriate for each written form and for the audience
you indicated.

1.
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Composition Reteaching

WRITING ABOUT LITERATURE

IEXI Analyzing Point of View

Key Information

Every short story or novel is told from a particular point of view. The point of view controls how much
the reader knows about the story’s characters and events. The first-person point of view reveals the
thoughts of one of the characters to tell the story, using pronouns such as /, me, and we. The third-
person limited point of view reveals the thoughts and feelings of one character, using words such
as he, she, and they. Third-person omniscient also uses he, she, it, and they to tell a story, but the
narrator reveals the inner thoughts and actions of all characters.

A. Identifying Point of View
Read each item below. Then tell what point of view is used.

1. The day started out like all the others. I got up at half past seven and jumped into the shower.

2. Rachel thought about how she had behaved that morning. How could she have said such cruel
things to her sister? Her sister just sat there silently. What was her sister feeling now?

3. John Pai sat at his desk daydreaming about the way he hoped his new home would look after it
was built. His wife, Tien, scanned through a magazine and thought about the new furniture she
hoped to buy.

4. 1 had to take the bus to work this morning because my car is in the shop.

5. Steve rushed through the grocery store, practically grabbing items off the shelf. He knew he had
to hurry or his mother would be furious. His mom tapped her toe impatiently in the car. What
could be keeping him so long in the store?

B. Keeping the Point of View Consistent

The paragraph below shifts point of view several times. The first sentence in the paragraph is
written from a third-person omniscient point of view. Correct any shifts in point of view so
that the entire piece is written from that point of view.

Jim, Victor, and Sandra met at Susan’s house. “Let’s order a pizza,” Jim suggested. Everyone in the
room agreed. Jim called the pizza place, ordered the pizza, and gave them our address. After a few
minutes the doorbell rang. Susan answered the door, expecting to see the pizza delivery person.
Instead, it was my father. Jim’'s father was dressed in a suit and tie, and he was obviously on his way
home from work. | couldn’t understand why my father had come to the door. Was something wrong

at his house?
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IR Writing Process in Action

Key Information

Making lists is a profitable way to generate ideas for writing. It can also help you narrow a topic for a
writing assignment. For instance, if you want to write an essay about movies, you can first list types of
movies, such as comedy, adventure, horror, and science fiction. Then you can narrow your topic to one
type of movie and write lists of characteristics that apply to that type. This second list can become the
basis for the details in your essay about one category of movies.

A. Using Lists to Narrow a Topic

The main topic of Alex Haley’s book Roots is his search for his family history. Before you begin to
write about your own family’s “roots,” you must narrow your topic. Write at least five words or
phrases that come to mind when you think about your roots. The list has been started for you.

Roots

family member names and relationships

B. Using Lists to Gather Details

Now take one of the words or phrases from the list you generated and use it as the topic for a

new list. Brainstorm and expand this list to include at least five things. For example, if you use
“family member names and relationships” as the topic for this list, you will then list the name
of each of your relatives and tell what the relationship of each is to you.

Topic

C. Writing a Topic Sentence

Think about the list you just created. Write a topic sentence that ties these items together.
Using the example of the list of family members, a possible topic sentence might be “I have
a large extended family, with six aunts and uncles and thirteen first cousins.”
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Compositi(m Reteaching

BBEXR Writing to Describe

Key Information

Good descriptive writing depends on the effective use of vivid details and the organization of those
details into meaningful patterns. Descriptive writing is often organized according to spatial order—
that is, left to right, top to bottom, or near to far. Writers may also arrange details in order of impor-
tance, from the least important detail to the most important detail. This plan lets the description build
to a climax, leaving the strongest image for the end.

A. Choosing an Organization Order

Imagine you are going to write two descriptive paragraphs about a room in your home. First,
identify the room you would choose to describe. Then list some of the details you might use in
your descriptions. Arrange the details in the first numbered item in spatial order. Be sure to
supply directions that will help guide the reader through the space. Arrange the details in the
second numbered item according to their order of importance. Briefly explain the increasing
importance of each detail or object you list.

aroom in your home:
1.

B. Writing Descriptive Paragraphs

Look back at the lists you made in Part A. Using these lists, write the first and second sentences
of two descriptive paragraphs, one to be organized spatially and one using order of importance.
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Composition Reteaching

IBEER Observing and Taking Notes

The best way to gather details to include in your descriptive writing is through direct observation.
Revisit a scene through memory or, better still, in person. Take notes to record your observations. Put
down what you notice first about the surroundings. Note the colors that dominate the scene. Record
all that you see, hear, taste, feel, and smell. When you are ready to begin your writing assignment, use
your notes as the basis for a dynamic description.

A. Noting Sensory Details

Imagine yourself in each of the places or situations identified below. Write down what you see,
hear, taste, feel, and smell. Use brief notes—perhaps just single nouns, adjectives, and verbs—
to record your observations. Remember to use all of your senses.

1. a dark, damp basement you are walking through

2. a mud puddle, from a frog’s point of view

3. an outdoor produce market you are visiting for the last time

4. crossing the finish line, from a racehorse’s point of view

5. a wide green field as you fly over it

6. the top of a skyscraper as you fly over it

7. a bowling alley, from the bowling ball’s point of view.

8. a traffic jam as you bicycle through it

B. Writing from Your Notes

Now choose two items from Part A that appeal to you the most. Use your notes to write a
complete sentence or two describing how each scene looked, sounded, tasted, felt, and smelled.

1.

20 Writer’s Choice: Composition Reteaching, Grade 10, Unit 3

Copyright © The McGraw-Hill Companies, Inc.



Copyright © The McGraw-Hill Companies, Inc.

Composition Reteaching

IEER Using Energetic Verbs

Key Information

Use specific, action-packed verbs to create vivid word pictures. Action-packed verbs enliven your writ-
ing and help the reader to see and feel the image described. A thesaurus is a helpful reference when
you need to find a high-energy verb to replace a less dynamic one.

A. Activating Your Writing

Rewrite each sentence below. Substitute a more energetic, specific, or striking verb for the itali-
cized word in each sentence. You can change other words in the sentence as well, if that helps
you create a more vivid image. Use a thesaurus if you need help finding alternative verbs.

1

. The horse ran around the track.

. Aaron smiled as he accepted the award.

. The man walked slowly across the field.

. The girl sat down on the middle of the bed.

. The man said into the telephone, “Help, help!”

. The duck flew over the lake.

. The pitcher threw the ball into the catcher’s glove.

. She pulled all the weeds from the garden.

B. Adding Zip to Your Day

Think of some everyday activities that you do on a routine basis. Imagine that you are trying
to persuade someone else to do these routine tasks for you. Write sentences about one or two
such activities, using energetic verbs to make the activities sound exciting so the other person
will want to do them for you.
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Composition Reteaching

IEXI Describing from Vantage Points

Key Information

The term vantage point refers to the position from which a writer observes a scene. If a passage is
written from a fixed vantage point, then the writer describes the scene from one stationary position.
The writer presents the details of the scene in spatial order. When a writer uses a moving vantage
point, then the scene is usually described in chronological order, as each new picture comes into view.

A. Identifying Vantage Points

Read each group of sentences below. Then write an Fif the sentences are written from a fixed
vantage point or an M if they are written from a moving vantage point.

1. As I lay in my sleeping bag, I watched the sky fill with stars. I could see the Big
and Little Dippers to the north and Pegasus and Andromeda to the south.

2. [ forced myself out of the warm sleeping bag and walked toward the campfire.
At first, I could barely see where I was going. Then some light from the fire
made walking easier. Gradually the smell of smoke became stronger, and I could
feel the fire’s heat.

3. Huddled by the fire, I stared off into the distance. As far as I could see in any
direction, there were no other campfires or lights.

4. I rose and walked slowly away from the fire, avoiding the rocks underfoot. Then
I walked even more slowly through the blackness and reached for my sleeping
bag.

5. From the comfort of my sleeping bag, I looked around one last time. Above me
was the night sky; around me were my new friends. This was a night I would
remember always.

B. Describing What's Around You

Look around your classroom. Write at least three sentences describing the scene from a fixed
vantage point. Then imagine yourself walking slowly across the school grounds, through the
hall, and into a classroom, library, cafeteria, or gym. Write two or three more sentences from a
moving vantage point. Try to see your surroundings so that you can describe them in detail.
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Composition Reteaching

WRITING ABOUT LITERATURE

BBEER Responding to Imagery in Poetry

Key Information

Poets may use words that describe the way something looks, feels, sounds, smells, or tastes in their
attempts to create word pictures. You may want to respond to the images a poem evokes by painting
a picture, discussing the imagery with a friend, or writing your own poem.

A. Seeing Things in a New Light

Read the following poem, which contrasts the power of Niagara Falls with the fragile appear-
ance of the moon. Respond to the poem’s imagery in the space below. You may choose to draw
a picture of an image that appeals to you in the poem, discuss the feelings the image arouses in
you in a paragraph, or respond in some other way.

Niagara

How frail

Above the bulk

Of crashing water hangs,
Autumnal, evanescent, wan
The moon.

Adelaide Crapsey

B. Using Imagery

Now think about how the moon or some other object of your choice appears to you. Then
write a poem that creates vivid word pictures of the object. Use language that describes the way
the object looks, feels, sounds, smells, or tastes.
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Composition Reteaching

IEXJ Analyzing Setting in a Short Story

Key Information

Setting is the time and place in which the action of a story occurs. Setting can be used to create a
mood, it can be a central part of the action or plot, and it can convey information about the charac-
ters. To analyze the effect setting has on a story, you should answer the following questions about a
story you've read.

e What is the general mood of the story, and how does the setting contribute to the mood?
e What is the plot, and would it be altered if the story had a different setting?

e Does the author convey any important information about the character through the setting?

A. What Role Does the Setting Play?

Think about the role that the setting plays in each sentence below. Write an M if the setting
contributes to the mood, a P if the setting is crucial to the plot, or a Cif the setting provides
information about the character.

1. Piles of dresses, each tried and rejected, lay cast about Alison’s room.

. Day after day they hiked over the icy rocks.

. The bushes and yard surrounding the house were neglected and overgrown.
. The angry crowd gathered in front of the police station.

. Hector sprawled on the chair, lost in the pages of his book.

. The two horses shot out of the starting gate at the same moment.

. The ceiling fan buzzed quietly, doing little to cool the steamy, torpid air.

. All the cans on Jim’s kitchen shelf were lined up in a perfect row.

W 0 N O nl A W N

. The soldiers ran down the hill to take cover under the bushes.

10. Yesterday’s dinner odors hung in the air of the crowded, noisy house.

B. Analyzing Setting

Select three sentences from Part A: one contributing to mood, one crucial to plot, and one pro-
viding information about character. Describe what kind of mood is created in the first sentence.
Explain how plot is advanced in the second sentence.Finally, describe the character trait revealed
in the third sentence.
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Composition Reteacking

BER Writing Process in Action

Key Information

When you write a description of a place, your goal is to create vivid images that enable the reader to
picture the scene. Gretel Ehrlich used similes and metaphors to create some of the images in her
description of Wyoming. Similes and metaphors are types of comparisons that are made between two
items or events. For example, Ehrlich used the simile “the vistas look like music” to describe the Great
Plains. The writer used a metaphor when she called the trailer parks in Wyoming’s new mining settle-
ments “metal knots on flat land.” Ehrlich’s similes and metaphors deepen our understanding of the
people and places she describes.

A. Creating a Sense of Place

Select a room in your house and list four words that describe the room’s feeling. For example, a
kitchen might feel “cozy,” “hot,” “cheerful,” “cluttered,” “cramped,” “luxurious,” and “welcoming.”

Room:

B. lllustrating with Details

For each word you listed in Part A, write down two details that illustrate that feeling. An exam-
ple is provided.

welcoming—~People always seem to end up in the kitchen.
1.

C. Using Similes and Metaphors

On the lines below, write at least one simile and one metaphor based on a detail named above.
Both comparisons should create vivid images that help the reader see the room. An example of
each has been done for you.

a kitchen with only the bare necessities—His kitchen is as lacking in frills as a hen house. (simile)
a welcoming kitchen—Guests and family members gravitate to the kitchen, a magnet with an irre-
sistible pull. (metaphor)
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X Narrating a Personal Experience

Key Information

A personal narrative tells a real-life story about an experience that happened to you. The narrative is
told from the first-person point of view. The conclusion of your personal narrative can focus on your
thoughts and feelings about the experience and explain what it means to you.

A. Using the First-Person Point of View

Use the first-person point of view to write a sentence about each experience below. Use vivid
language to make the event really come alive.

1. exploring a new place

2. losing your wallet or another valuable item

3. getting lost in the park

4. having a strange dream

5. going to the dentist

B. Sharing a Personal Experience

Imagine that you have a younger brother or sister who will be going to your school next year
when he or she starts high school. Your sibling wants to know what to expect. Write a para-
graph in which you share your own experience with starting high school. What was positive
about your experience? What was negative? What did you learn? Answer these questions, and
explain what the experience meant to you.
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Composition Reteacking

I ER Developing a Fictional Narrative

Key Information

Developing a fictional narrative is simply writing a story. A story has a plot, characters, and setting.
A story is also told from a particular point of view. Stories usually center around a problem and its
solution. As you develop your story, you will need to create a character, present your character with a
problem, show how your character reacts to the situation, and allow your character to resolve the
problem. The character, the problem, or the solution may be your starting point for a story.

A. Finding a Story Idea

Use your own experience or imagination to convert each numbered item into a longer phrase or
sentence that you can develop into a fictional narrative. Include action-packed, descriptive words.

1. a favorite pet

2. a scary noise

3. asurprise gift

4. traveling in a car

5. a tough decision

B. Developing Your Story

Choose one of your phrases or sentences from Part A, or another idea, and show how you can
develop the idea into a story. List the main elements of a story: plot, characters, setting, and
point of view. Write down the problem or complication your story will include and how your
characters will solve the problem.
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XN Organizing a Fictional Narrative

Key Information

Using a story outline will help you organize your fiction writing and help you understand the fiction
you read. Begin an outline of your own story or of a story you have read by introducing the main
characters and the setting. Then define the story’s problem, complication, or conflict. Briefly list the
story’s events in chronological order. Last, tell what takes place in the climax.

A. Understanding Story Organization

An author often defines the character, setting, and conflict in the first paragraph of a novel or
story. Read the Literature Model below and answer the questions that follow it.

Literature Model

he boy was about fifteen years old. He tried to stand very straight and still when he heard the
news, but inside of him everything had gone black. It wasn’t that he couldn’t endure the pain. In
summer he would put a stone hot from the fire on his flesh to see how long he could stand it. In
winter he would sit in the icy river until his Indian father smoking on the bank said he could come
out. It made him strong against any hardship that would come to him, his father said. But if it had
any effect on this thing that had come to him now, the boy couldn’t tell what it was.
Conrad Richter, The Light in the Forest

1. What do you know about the character?

2. What do you know about the setting?

3. What do you know about the conflict or problem?

B. Writing a Story Outline

Think of a short story or novel you have read or a movie or television show you have watched.
Fill in the story outline below.

Title:

Main character or characters:

Setting:

Problem or conflict:

Actions and events in chronological order:

Climax (how the problem is solved or not solved):
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X Writing Dialogue

Key Information

A dialogue is a series of direct quotations in which each character’s words are enclosed in quotation
marks. A writer can use dialogue to reveal character and personality by allowing the reader to “hear”
exactly what a character says. Tag lines are used in dialogue to identify the speakers. Tag lines include
phrases such as he said, she replied, he cried, and she screamed.

A. Using Tag Lines

Each direct quotation below is missing a tag line. Circle the tag line that is most appropriate
for the words the speaker uses. The first item has been completed for you.

1. “Oh no, I've lost my purse!” Maria said.

2. “I will meet you at the bus stop,” she said. she whimpered.
3. “No, thanks. I don’t want any dessert right now,” he replied. he queried.

4. “Would you like to come over to my house?” Julie asked. Julie exclaimed.
5. “I don’t think I have ever been so unhappy,” Robert said. Robert sobbed.
6. “Would you mind if I borrowed your rake?” Ted questioned. Ted said.

B. Creating Dialogue

Each item below consists of either a question or a response. Write the line of dialogue that
comes before or after the given line. Make sure you include a tag line appropriate for the dia-
logue you write. Make sure, too, that the dialogue reveals the speaker’s personality and, where
possible, the relationship between the characters.

1. “What do you think we should do today?” Mother asked.

2. “I can’t find my glasses anywhere. Have you seen them, Philip?” she asked.

3.

“I'would like a hamburger, French fries, and milk,” Sam responded.

4. “Is it cold outside today, Dad?” Helena asked.

5.

“I won’t be home until after dinner,” he answered.
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“ Theme and Anecdote

Key Information

An anecdote is a brief story that illustrates a point. The main point of the anecdote is called the
theme. A theme is a general insight about life or people. Although it may be similar, the theme is not
the same thing as the topic or subject of the story.

Identifying the Theme

Read each set of sentences below. Then underline the sentence that states a theme.

1.

10.

Sally and Hector attend high school together.
Sally and Hector organized a fund-raiser for a local soup kitchen.
School is a place for more than book learning.

. Evelyn lives alone in a small apartment.

Evelyn owns a cat named Flufty.
A pet can give your life meaning and purpose.

. Janet looked forward to summer.

Janet was bored and couldn’t think of anything to do.
Very little gets accomplished if the day holds no structure or demands.

. Peter ate out only on very special occasions.

Andy had enough money to eat dinner at a restaurant every night.
Sometimes you don’t appreciate things that come too easily.
To Andy, eating out was no big deal.

. Children learn through play.

Tien spent every morning playing with dolls and stuffed animals.
Tien was five years old.
Tien’s dolls and animals “talked” to one another.

. It takes no longer to place a phone call to Tokyo than it takes to call a neighbor.

The world has become a smaller place.
Years ago it took hours to reach relatives in other countries by telephone.
Operator assistance is rarely required now on international calls.

. Participation in team sports can teach you how to work together as a group.

I played basketball all through high school.
Every year our team came in last in the division.
We had few talented players on the team.

. The group was composed of five men and five women.

Someone from the group spoke at every town meeting.
They wrote letters to the local newspaper.
It is amazing that a small group can have such great influence.

. Every day I do the same things.

I go to work, fix my meals, clean up, and go to bed.
Sometimes you need to try something new to get out of a rut.
I'm learning to play the piano now.

Every year our family gets together for the holidays.

We fix a special meal and enjoy our time together.

It’s really hard to break a tradition.

This year we moved away and couldn’t get together with our relatives.

30 Writer’s Choice: Composition Reteaching, Grade 10, Unit 4

Copyright © The McGraw-Hill Companies, Inc.



Copyright © The McGraw-Hill Companies, Inc.

Composition Reteaching

WRITING ABOUT LITERATURE

BXA The Plot Summary

Key Information

A plot summary is a short written account of the main events in a narrative. When you write a plot
summary, tell the title, author, main character(s), setting, and point of view of the narrative. Define the
main character’s problem or complication. Then briefly describe the main events and the story’s climax,
or turning point.

m Writing a Plot Summary

Look through your journal for a story outline you have already written, or write an outline for a
favorite short story, novel, television show, or movie. Use your story outline as the basis for a
three-paragraph plot summary. In the first paragraph identify the title,author, main character(s),
setting, and point of view, and tell about the main character’s conflict or problem. The second
paragraph should explain the main events in chronological order. In the third paragraph reveal
the climax, or turning point of the story.
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WRITING ABOUT LITERATURE

BEE Analyzing Conflict

Most stories focus on a problem or complication that must be resolved by the main characters. Usually
the problem is a conflict between two different forces. Following are six different kinds of conflict on
which a story may focus: person versus person, person versus nature, person versus society,
person versus self, person versus machine, and person versus the supernatural.

A. Recognizing Types of Conflict
Read the conflict summaries below. Then tell which type of conflict is illustrated by each example.

1. A young woman can’t decide whether to quit her job and go back to school or to continue work-
ing in a boring environment.

2. A young boy is lost in the woods and struggles to find his way home.

3. A man is shunned by all around him because of a hideous scar on his face.

4. An airline pilot is abducted by hijackers and forced to fly a plane across the ocean.

5. Robots assume control of an automobile plant and force workers to be their slaves.

6. A boy overcomes his fear of heights to rescue his cat from the roof.

7. A family is stranded outside during a tornado.

8. A woman applies for a job that has never before been held by a woman.

9. A magical mermaid tries to take over a poor young woman’s life.

10. A man tries to bring the truck he is driving to a stop after the vehicle’s brakes fail.

B. Identifying Conflict in Reading

What kind of conflict is most common in the short stories and novels that you have read?
Name one or two novels or stories that illustrate this type of conflict.
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I Writing Process in Action

Key Information

Setting a mood is one of the issues writers keep in mind as they construct a narrative. Good writers
establish a strong sense of mood from the very beginning of their stories. The mood can be revealed
by telling the story’s setting or by relating the characters’ actions and dialogue. Mood helps keep read-
ers interested in what will happen as the story progresses.

Establishing the Mood

Write two sentences that introduce and support each mood below. An example is provided.

10.

. depression

. hope

. irritability

. festivity

. hilarity

boredom The air was set and still. A static-laced voice from a forgotten radio droned
on in the background.

. excitement

. fear

. madness

. seriousness

rage
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X Writing to Inform and Explain

The kind of expository essay you write depends on your goal. A process explanation uses a step-by-
step organization to explain how something works. A cause-and-effect essay identifies what causes
or is caused by something. A comparison-and-contrast essay examines similarities and differences
between two things. A definition explains a term or concept. Classification is writing that organizes
items into categories and examines the characteristics of those categories. A problem-and-solution
essay examines aspects of a problem and proposes possible solutions.

A. Kinds of Expository Writing

Read each question below. Then decide which kind of expository writing would be best suited
to answer the question.

Example: How can we protect endangered species? problem and solution

1. What genetic traits are shared by fraternal twins?

2. Why does pollen make people sneeze?

3. What ways do we have of determining the age of plants and animals?

4. What should be done to improve elementary school?

5. How do I make vegetarian vegetable soup?

6. What is meant by the term map projection?

B. Writing Exposition

Review the questions above, and select one that interests you. Then write a one-sentence thesis
statement that introduces the main point of your answer. Write two or three supporting sentences
that explain or support your introductory sentence. Organize your sentences into the kind of
exposition that is appropriate to the topic.
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Composition Reteaching

IR Knowing Your Audience

Key Information

To make exposition interesting and understandable, you should adapt your writing to fit the intended
audience. If the reader is unfamiliar with your topic, you need to provide definitions and details that
will make the writing clearer. Add examples that illustrate the point you are trying to make.

A. Understanding Your Audience

Read the list of topics below. Think about how you might adapt a presentation of each topic
for your ten-year-old cousin, a bright student with the following characteristics, interests, and
needs:

¢ knows much about computers
* wants to learn about the Southwest before a trip to the area planned by his family

* has never owned a pet but likes dogs and will be taking care of a neighbor’s dog in order to
earn money to buy himself his first bicycle

e isafraid of snakes of all kinds
e was impressed to learn that you make bread

In the space following each listed topic, write in the interest level and background for the audi-
ence just described. Then write down the kind of vocabulary you will use for that audience.

Interest Background Vocabulary
(strong, mild, (extensive, some, (formal, informal,
none, negative) none) technical, general)

. making bread

. the southwestern United States

. riding a bicycle

. poisonous snakes

. uses for a computer

N U1 AW N =

. feeding a dog

B. Reaching Out to Your Audience

Select one of the topics listed in Part A. Write one or two sentences introducing the topic. Then
think about what kind of supporting details you can use to illustrate or prove your introduc-
tion. Write an explanation of the topic for the audience with the interest and background you
identified in Part A.
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IEER Writing About a Process

Key Information

A well-written process explanation describes a process clearly, accurately, and completely. Consider
the intended audience for the explanation. If the reader knows little about the process, define basic
terms and concepts. You may also need to provide greater detail or additional examples.

Adapting a Process Explanation

Each sentence below belongs in a process explanation for a person with some knowledge and
experience of scuba diving. Read each statement or direction. Then write a question that you
would have to address in order to adapt the writing for a beginner.

1. You should rinse your regulator with clear water after each use.

2. Most BCDs are made from rubber-coated fabric.

3. Scuba tanks should be filled with compressed air.

4. The SPG is required for every scuba dive.

5. First attach your backpack to the tank; then attach the regulator.

6. Test the regulator by pressing the purge button.

7. Always remove the condensation that forms on the inside of your mask.

8. Inspect your buddy’s equipment before you get into the water.

9. To clear your regulator, use either the purge method or the exhalation method.

10. Equalize your ears.

11. Wet suits are the most common type of exposure suit.

12. Nitrogen narcosis can be prevented by avoiding deep dives.

13. Do not exceed the recommended depth limit.

14. First practice the controlled emergency swimming ascent.

15. Evaluate the dive site conditions before you suit up.

36 Writer’s Choice: Composition Reteaching, Grade 10, Unit 5

Copyright © The McGraw-Hill Companies, Inc.



Copyright © The McGraw-Hill Companies, Inc.

Composition Reteaching

I Writing About Cause and Effect

Key Information

The cause-and-effect essay explores the relationship between events when one action or event directly
or indirectly causes another. Transition words in your essay help to clarify the relationship between
causes and effects. Useful transition words include accordingly, as a result, because, therefore, and thus.

A. Using Transition Words

Read each pair of sentences below. Circle the transition word or phrase that best clarifies the
relationship between the cause and effect.

1. Rainfall for the spring and summer was well below normal.

we had water rationing the next year.

As aresult Because In the meantime
2. We need to decrease the amount of trash we create.
many communities have recycling programs.

Then Therefore Finally

3. I was sick all last week.

I couldn’t get my schoolwork done.

Ahead Suddenly Consequently
4. Why did you quit your job?

I quit____ T wanted to go back to school.
then because so that

5. Winters are cold in northern Canada.

many Canadians spend winters in Florida.

At this point Accordingly Then

B. Cause and Effect or Effect and Cause

Some essays explore cause or causes before they describe effects. Others describe the effects
first and then examine the causes. Pick two of the sets of sentences from Part A to rewrite.
Reverse the order of the sentences so the effect is stated before the cause. You may combine the
two sentences into one if you wish. You will probably need to use a different transition word to
clarify the relationship between the two sentences. Sentence 1 shows how the two sentences in
set 5, above, became one sentence with the effect before the cause.

1. Many Canadians spend winters in Florida because the winters are cold in northern Canada.
2.
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IR Comparing and Contrasting

Key Information

When you compare, you point out how two or more subjects are similar. When you contrast, you
note how the subjects are different. Before you begin writing a comparison-and-contrast essay, identi-
fy features that you want to compare and contrast. A comparison frame helps you examine similarities
and differences for each feature as it relates to both subjects.

A. Framing for Comparison and Contrast

Use the comparison frame below to list the similarities and differences between cats and dogs
as pets.

Features Subjects

Cats as Pets Dogs as Pets

Size

Food

Housing

Time and Attention

B. Framing Your Own Ideas

Select two subjects or items that you can compare and contrast. You can examine two restaurants,
two stores,two cars,two video games,baseball and softball, mountain bikes and ten-speed bikes,
or an idea of your own. Identify at least three features that will help you to evaluate the differences
and similarities. Then complete the comparison frame below.

Features Subjects
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IEXA Writing Effective Definitions

Key Information

Definitions can be either formal or informal. A formal definition of a word can be found in a diction-
ary. An informal definition includes a statement of the word’s special meaning to you. Your informal
definition of a particular word may be quite different from another person’s informal definition.

A. Defining Definitions

Read each word and its definition in the exercise below. Then decide whether the stated defini-
tion is formal or informal. Write an F for a formal definition and an I for an informal defini-
tion.

bedroom—a place where I retreat when I need time alone
colleague—an associate in a profession or office
sister—the person I turn to for support and encouragement

home—house or place of residence

vhwhN-=

old—one who no longer cares and no longer grows

B. Writing an Informal Definition

Think about the word friend. Begin by writing the dictionary definition. Then write at least
three sentences that define what friend means to you.Finally, tell whether you think your definition
is different from that of most other students. If so, in what ways is your definition different?
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IR Using Graphs in Exposition
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Key Information

Graphs can help clarify statistical information by making it easier for readers to grasp connections
between numbers. Use these three types of graphs to clarify different statistical relationships. Line

9

raphs show trends, patterns, and fluctuation in data over time. Bar graphs compare amounts in dif-

ferent categories. Pie graphs show what percentage of the whole each part makes up. Use graphs in
your writing whenever you think they will present information more clearly than words alone.

A. Choosing a Graph

Read each example below. Indicate whether a line graph, a bar graph, or a pie graph would
most clearly present the information.

1.

v d W N

o

. decrease in the size of the average kindergarten class over time
. number of each color of jelly bean in a package
10.

the number of students in each grade

what part of a store’s profits came from each department

average weights for five different species of whales

rise in cost of school lunches over a ten-year period

the total number of birds sighted at a nature preserve and the number of cardinals, humming-
birds, and robins included in that number

growth in the number of working women during the last forty years

. number of fast-food restaurants out of the total number of restaurants in a particular city

change in average family size during a twenty-year period

B. Making a Graph

Pick one of the topics and the relevant graph type from Part A. Make up statistics to create
your own pie, bar, or line graph on the topic. Be sure to label any dates, categories, or scales
you use; and give the graph a title. If necessary, refer to the graphs on page 246 of your text-
book to see how each is designed.
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X Writing a News Article

Key Information

The primary purpose of a news article is to inform. Most of the details are facts—statements, events,
and observations that can be proved or disproved. The article should begin with a strong lead that
grabs the reader’s attention and provides a one- or two-sentence summary of the news story. The lead
should answer some or all of the six basic questions: who? what? when? where? why? and how? The
details are usually related in decreasing order of importance.

A. Answering the Five Ws and an H

Read the following leads. Then circle the words in the sentence that answer the who? what?
when? where? why? or how? question. The first item has been done for you.

1. At six o’clock last night a fire broke out at@he old warehouse building)
Where did it happen?

2. Amid cheers from the crowd, the mayor mounted the podium, lifted a baton, and officially
opened the second annual music festival in Westlake Park.

Who caused the action?
3. Last night at County Stadium the Tigers defeated the Brewers by a twelve-run margin.
What happened?

4. Due to open in the fall, the new subway system will transport commuters quickly, comfortably,
and efficiently.

How will it affect people?

5. A commercial airliner bound for London, England, made an emergency landing in Iceland early
Thursday morning.

When did it take place?
6. The zoo has been closed so that it can be redesigned to provide animals with their natural habitats.
Why did it happen?

B. Writing a News Lead

Write a one- or two-sentence lead based on an event in your home or community. Try to
answer as many of the six basic questions in your lead as possible.
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BEX Taking an Essay Test

Begin an essay test by looking over the individual questions and the test as a whole. That way you can
plan how you should divide your time. Make sure, too, that you understand the questions. Focus on
key words that tell exactly what you have to do. Define, discuss, compare, analyze, describe, and sum-
marize are commonly used key words. Then for each essay question write a thesis statement that
communicates the main idea you intend to develop. A clear thesis statement will help you determine
what types of details you must include to develop your essay.

Writing Thesis Statements

Read the following passage. Then read the essay questions below. Underline the key word in
each question. Then answer each essay question with a one-sentence thesis statement that you
might use as the basis for a longer essay response.

he dolphin is an acoustic animal. On the “clearest day” in the sea the eye cannot reach much far-

ther than 100 feet. To compensate, the internal and external ears of the dolphin are greatly modi-
fied in structure in order to receive and interpret a wide range of water vibrations. All this not only
vastly improves the animal’s hearing underwater but refines it for the purposes of echolocation, that
sonarlike process with which the dolphin homes in on objects as distant as a mile away that he wants
to inspect—perhaps to eat.

In practicing echolocation, the dolphin emits a fascinating spectrum of noises including clicks that
last from a fraction of a millisecond to as long as twenty-five milliseconds: low frequency “orientation”
clicks to give the animal a general idea of his situation; high-frequency “discrimination” clicks to give
him a precise picture of a particular object he is interested in.

Jacques Cousteau, The Ocean World

1. Define echolocation.

2. Describe how the dolphin uses echolocation.
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WRITING ABOUT LITERATURE

BRI Comparing and Contrasting Literature

Key Information

When you write a literary analysis, you may choose to compare and contrast works of one author or
of different authors. You may choose to analyze a literary form. You may also analyze your own
changing reactions to a specific work. No matter what kind of analysis you make, you examine some
basic elements of literature: theme, style, tone, setting, characters, plot. Your analysis should focus

on whatever elements are important in the particular work.

Comparing and Contrasting Poems

hen the voices of children are heard on the green
And laughing is heard on the hill,

My heart is at rest within my breast

And every thing else is still . . .
William Blake, from “Nurse’s Song”

hen the voices of children are heard on the green
And whisprings are in the dale:

The days of my youth rise fresh in my mind,

My face turns green and pale.

Then come home my children, the sun is gone down
And the dews of night arise
Your spring & your day, are wasted in play
And your winter and night in disquise.
William Blake, “Nurse’s Song”

Read the following poems. The first four lines of poetry are from a poem William Blake pub-
lished in the book Songs of Innocence. The eight-line poem has the same title but was published
in the book Songs of Experience. Answer the questions below to help you examine the poems.

1. Which elements would you compare and contrast in the two poems?

2. Discuss how the poems are similar and different for one of the elements.

3. Cite a line from one of the poems that supports your point in item 2.
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I Writing Process in Action

Key Information

When you write a process explanation, you provide all the steps the reader will need to carry out the
process. A good way to make sure your explanation is complete and the steps are in the correct order
is to visualize yourself doing the process. Walk through each step of the process mentally, checking
your work as you go. Use transitions such as first, next, then, at this point, and finally to move readers
along the steps of the process.

Ordering a Process

The steps in the process explanation below are out of order. Write a number in each blank to
indicate how you would reorder the sentences to make the explanation clear. The first sentence
is in its proper place.

Preparing the Dough

1. Baking good bread is an ancient art, but one that is still enjoyed by many today.
. Continue stirring the flour-salt-water mixture as you pour in the yeast mixture.
. Add two tablespoons of sugar to the yeast and water, and stir well.

. To begin, pour one package of yeast into one-half cup of warm water.

u A W N

. Pour three-quarters of a cup of warm water into the flour-salt mixture and stir
with a spoon.

[}

. After all this mixing, you are ready to begin the kneading process.

7. While the yeast and sugar are dissolving in the water, measure four cups of flour
into a large bowl.

8. Add one tablespoon of salt to the flour.

Getting Ready to Bake the Bread

1. Then form the kneaded dough into a smooth ball, and place it in a greased mix-
ing bowl to rise.

2. After the dough has doubled in size, punch it down, shape it to fit into a loaf
pan, and let it rise a second time.

3. Let the dough rise for about one hour, during which time the dough will double
in size.

4. While the dough is rising again, preheat the oven to 400 degrees.

(9]

. Sprinkle a bit of flour on the dough and begin kneading it by pushing the heel
of your hand into the dough.

. Place the fully risen loaf into the hot oven, and bake for about forty-five minutes.
. Keep pushing the dough over, folding it, and turning it as you knead.

. Finally, remove the bread from the oven, slice it up, and enjoy!

O 0 N O

. Continue to knead the dough until it no longer feels sticky.
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X Understanding Persuasive Writing

Key Information

Persuasive writing expresses an opinion and aims to convince the reader of that opinion. Persuasive
writing may also urge the reader to take action. The topic sentence in a persuasive writing piece states
the opinion that the writer wants readers to adopt. The opinion is supported with two main kinds of
details: appeals to reason and appeals to emotion. Appeals to reason may include facts, statistics,
expert opinions, and examples to prove the writer’s point. Emotional appeals include words that gen-
erate strong positive or negative responses.

Identifying Appeals to Reason and Appeals to Emotion

Read each example below. Write an E if the sentence makes an emotional appeal. Write an R if
it makes an appeal to reason.

1. If you vote for me, you’ll be voting for leadership.

2. We've got to start protecting the desert elephants of Africa’s Skeleton Coast.
Twenty years ago there were three hundred of these creatures, and now there
are only seventy.

3. Research shows that our product contains 100 percent of the day’s supply of
vitamins and minerals.

4. If you want great taste, then this is for you.
5. A computer can save you time and money.

6. More than 95 percent of all doctors recommend our product to their
patients.

7. Before I found out about this, I just couldn’t get my headaches to go away.
Now I just turn to Product X, and I feel better fast.

8. If it’s style you want, we’ve got it.

9. Studies prove that this exercise machine helps burn more calories and
increases metabolism.

10. If you want home-cooked taste, then look no further.
11. Try the new and improved Product Z.
12. This is the idea of the future.

13. Dr. Roberta Watanabe, a respected pediatrician, recommends this children’s
brand of pain reliever for her young patients.

14. Fifty thousand rain forest acres are lost each day worldwide.

15. Air bags and seat belts used together provide 30 percent more protection
than seat belts used alone.
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IIEI Evidence in Persuasive Writing

Key Information

Persuasive writing contains more than just the author’s statement of opinion. Effective persuasive writing
is substantiated by evidence—the facts and opinions that support the writer’s viewpoint. Facts are state-
ments, statistics, examples, and observations that can be proved true. Opinions are personal judgments.
The qualifications of the opinion-giver often determine the weight that his or her opinion carries.

A. Distinguishing Between Fact and Opinion

Read each statement. Write an O beside a statement of opinion. Write an F beside a statement
containing facts that can be verified.

1. Chocolate chip cookies are the best homemade cookies around.
2. Boys have more car accidents than girls.

3. Most adults watch more than three hours of television a day.

4. The Beatles were the best music group of all time.

5. Boys usually have more highly developed muscles than girls.

B. Stating Your Opinion

Each of the following pairs contains two facts about a particular topic. Read the facts. Then use
the facts to support your opinion on each topic. Write at least two sentences for each pair. An
example has been completed for you.

1. There are thirty different stores at the mall.

There are five different restaurants at the mall food court.

Spending a Saturday at the mall is a fun thing to do. I can shop in any of the thirty stores and

buy my lunch from any one of the five restaurants.

2. John Q. Smith, a mayoral candidate, wants to raise taxes.

John Q. Smith wants to improve schools and decrease the unemployment rate.

3. In a small school you can get to know most of the other students.

A large school has a greater variety of classes and activities than a small school.

4. Most students in the United States have twelve weeks of vacation each year.

Students in many other countries have only six weeks of vacation each year.
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IER Presenting an Opinion

Once you have decided to take a stand on an arguable topic, evaluate your audience. You should
build an argument that will have the strongest impact on the readers you are addressing. Use the fol-
lowing four-step plan to get your audience on your side. First, introduce the issue and provide any
background information necessary to help readers understand it. Second, state your opinion in a clear,
direct thesis statement. Third, support your position by presenting evidence—facts, opinions, or
both—and by responding to opposing viewpoints. Finally, summarize your ideas, and explain what
action you think the readers should take.

Taking a Stand

Imagine you have been asked to present your opinion on the use of calculators in elementary
school. Your paper will be directed to both parents and teachers. The following background
information has been supplied for you.

Mathematicians and math educators around the country are advocating the use of calculators
in the elementary classroom. For the past twenty years, calculators have been a routine part of
everyday life in the college classroom. More recently, calculators have been accepted for use in
high school advanced math classes. Now most educators feel children should begin using calcu-
lators in the early elementary years.

1. Write a thesis statement that expresses your opinion either for or against the use of calculators in
elementary school.

2. Now support your stand with evidence and respond to opposing viewpoints. You may want to do
some library research or talk to teachers at your school to gather facts and expert opinions. Write
at least three sentences that support your thesis statement.

3. Finally, summarize your ideas, and ask the audience to take action. For example, you might ask
the audience to write letters to their local elementary schools. Write at least two concluding sen-
tences.
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Key Information

You can use a product evaluation to judge the quality of a particular brand, compare and rate several
different brands, or determine whether you should purchase any brand. Products are usually evaluated
according to four standards: price, features, workmanship, and design. Findings about the products
are backed up with evidence based on these standards.

A. Rating Two Products

Identify two brands or varieties of a product with which you are familiar. You can compare
soaps, shampoos, mountain bikes, cars, restaurants, cereals, or another product of your own
choosing. Then determine which standards you will use to evaluate the two products. On the
lines below identify the products you will be evaluating and the standards you will use. Adapt
the standards to fit your products. Jot down brief evaluations of each product.

Product #1 Product #2
Brand or Variety
Standard:
Standard:
Standard:
Standard:

B. Presenting Your Evaluation

Present your findings from Part A in a paragraph. Begin by introducing the products, and then
explain how the products measured up to the standards you set. Conclude by recommending
that people buy one of the products, both of the products, or neither product.

Writer’s Choice: Composition Reteaching, Grade 10, Unit 6

Copyright © The McGraw-Hill Companies, Inc.



Copyright © The McGraw-Hill Companies, Inc.

Composition Reteacking

IER Creating an Ad

Key Information

The goal of an advertisement is to persuade people to buy a product or service or to support a point
of view, idea, or political candidate. For the advertisement to succeed, it must reach the audience that
is most likely to use the product, service, or idea. Ad writers often create an audience profile to help
them tailor an ad to the desired audience. The writers also choose their words carefully, using the con-
notations of words to achieve a desired effect.

A. Identifying Your Audience

Different products appeal to different audiences. Think about the products named below. Then
circle the group that is most likely to use each one.

1. bubble-gum—flavored toothpaste

children under thirteen teenagers seniors
2. cars with large cargo and passenger capacity
singles families elderly

3. radial tires

middle-income car owners high-income car owners both middle- and high-income car
owners

4. headache medication
teenagers noone just about everyone at one time or another
5. microwavable pizza

retired people busy college students business executives

B. Creating an Audience Profile

Imagine you are responsible for writing a newspaper advertisement for a sophisticated, expen-
sive laptop or notebook computer. Think of the audience you would most likely target with
your advertisement. Then fill in the information in the audience profile below.

1. Who needs this product?

2. How old are the people who would most likely use your product?

3. What education level would you expect your audience to have?

4. Does the product appeal to people with a certain level of income?
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XA Writing a Letter of Complaint

Key Information

The goal of a complaint letter is to solve a problem. When you write a letter of complaint, you explain
your problem, try to convince your reader that you have a valid complaint, and propose a reasonable
solution to the problem. A reasonable solution is one that the person or company can easily accept
without going to a great deal of trouble or expense. You're more likely to accomplish your goal if your
letter has a calm, businesslike tone.

Proposing Solutions

Proposing solutions is often the most difficult part of the complaint process. Read each prob-
lem below. Then put a check beside the most reasonable solution for the problem.

1. Your morning newspaper was left outside the front door in the middle of a rainstorm. Now the
newspaper is soaked. You call the carrier and propose that she

—cancel your newspaper subscription
—deliver newspapers protected by plastic bags on rainy days
—provide free newspapers for the rest of the month

2. The neighborhood grocery store is often out of your favorite brand of cookies. You write a letter
proposing that the store

—restock its shelves more frequently
—suggest an alternative brand of cookies
—issue you a credit for a free box of cookies

3. The drive-through window at the fast-food restaurant has forgotten part of your order the last
two times you’ve been there. You write a letter proposing that the management

—fire the employee responsible
—give you a refund for the forgotten items
—issue credit for the entire cost of both meal orders

4. You were sick and out of school for nearly a week. Your social studies teacher grants you a one-
week extension on a project. You know you still won’t be able to get the project done in one week
because you have work to make up in other subjects. You talk to the teacher and propose that you

—turn in the work just as soon as you can
—receive another one-week extension
—not turn in the project at all

5. You baby-sat all day last Saturday for your neighbors’ children. When they returned home, they
criticized your failure to clear away the dishes or put away the children’s toys. You write your
neighbors a letter proposing that

—they need to pay you more if they expect you to clean up
—they leave a note stating their expectations about clean-up

—you will not accept any more baby-sitting jobs from them
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WRITING ABOUT LITERATURE

BEA Reviewing a Nonfiction Book

Key Information

The purpose of a nonfiction book review is to provide answers to the readers’ two main questions:
What is the book about? and Is the book any good? To frame your evaluation of a book, consider the
author’s purpose, the author'’s writing style, and the book’s effect on you. Support your statement of
opinion with specific details from the book and your own responses.

Evaluating Nonfiction

Read “A Plague on Tennis” on pages 314-317 in your book. Then answer the questions below
to help you evaluate this work of nonfiction.

1. What is Mark Mathabane’s purpose for writing this article?

2. What did you learn from the article?

3. Did you find the article to be factual and believable? Why or why not?

4. Were you persuaded to agree with the author’s position? Why or why not?

5. How does Mathabane’s writing style affect his message?

6. What are two direct quotations from Mathabane’s article that reflect his writing style and sub-
stantiate his position?

7. What are Mathabane’s main points and recommendations?

8. Would you recommend this article? Why or why not?
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I3 Writing Process in Action

Key Information

When you write persuasively, you should use facts and expert opinions that support your position. You
should also anticipate and respond to opposing viewpoints. Ignoring arguments against your position
gives readers an excuse to dismiss your argument. If you respond to counterarguments, you may be
able to win over skeptics.

A. Supporting Your Position

Underline the word or words that clarify your stand on each of the following issues. Then sup-
port your position with a fact or an expert opinion.

1. Women in the military (should/should not) be allowed to fight in combat because

2. Academic grades (should/should not) be based solely on effort because

3. Cigarettes (should/should not) be illegal because

4. The music industry (should/should not) be required to restrict the sale of recordings with violent
or obscene lyrics because

B. Responding to Opposing Viewpoints

Now think of an argument that opposes your position on each of the issues in Part A. Respond to
the counterargument on the lines below. Use another sheet of paper if you need additional space.

1.
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Answers

PAGE 1

Part A

Possible answers:
1. humiliation; embarrassment
2. confidence; pride; happiness
3. anger; rage
4. fear
5. happiness

PartB
Guidelines: Student should express thoughts in complete
sentences and may describe feelings similar to those

suggested here.
1. anger; humiliation; defeat; or nonchalance;
indifference
2. luck; happiness; relief; confusion
3. pride; happiness; relief; fear
4. anger; sadness; or hope;happiness
5. tenderness; love;happiness; protection; or fear
PAGE 2
Part A
Possible answers:

1. length of a day affects green plants; longer day gives
new growth; shorter day stops growth

2. scientists use artificial light to study plant flowering;
discovered length of dark period,not light period,
controls plant flowering

3. some plant changes occur at same time each day;
plants seem to sense time; not dependent on darkness
or sunlight

Part B
Guidelines: Student should record the assignments in a
thorough, organized manner.

PAGE 3

Part A
Guidelines: Student should list a specific item and explain
the item’s personal importance.

Part B

Guidelines: Student should write five complete sentences
that build on the given sentence and integrate some of the
information listed in Part A, item 1.

PAGE 4

Part A

Guidelines: Student should include at least one reason to
support his or her agreement or disagreement with each
statement.

PartB

Guidelines: Student may describe the author’s feelings as
angry, bitter, sad, or betrayed.Student’s description of his
or her own feelings may include those same emotions.
Responses should be in complete sentences.

PAGE 5
Part A
1. character 5. theme
2. setting 6. plot
3. plot 7. setting
4. character 8. plot
Part B

Possible answer:

Parra-Wa-Samen’s main point is that he does not want his
way of life to change. He wants to continue to enjoy the
beauty of the prairie and the open land. Parra-Wa-Samen’s
statement that he “lived happily”implies that his way of life
has already changed and may be about to change even
more.

PAGE 6
Guidelines: Student writing should be as personally specific
as possible without including information the student
would be reluctant to share. Answers should include ideas
or descriptions that would give the reader an indication of
the writer’s background (geographic location, ethnic
orientation, family, interests, and so on).

PAGE 7

Part A
1. prewriting 4. revising
2. editing/proofreading 5. prewriting
3. drafting 6. revising

Part B
1. an interview with the school’s basketball team
2. awritten defense of recycling
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PAGE 8

Part A
Possible answers:

Exmiy_ s CORTHITION; LT
speECies list of broeds

ensy tocane o
ot need s be

walked cukdoon

mesing:
commpearionships L N Wl
cue; bovable feeding whaen Trabune?

inEsocukatons, e of litter

_ viziks ko the vet; bom; preferred
o ooffen needed!, food

Part B

Guidelines: Student’s freewriting should build on one of
the idea clusters from Part A. Student should include
questions,facts, and topics that could be investigated by
further research.

PAGE 9

Part A
Possible answers:

1. Idid poorly on the math test because I had just recov-
ered from the flu. The week before the test I felt too ill
to study or do the homework. Now that I have done
the assignments and reviewed the chapter, I would
like permission to retake the test.
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2. Ibelieve I am qualified to become a member of the
student council. As a camp counselor trainee last
summer, I had to make some quick decisions and take
charge in order to gain the camp ers’ respect. By the
end of camp I had successfully completed the trainee
program and will be able to work as a counselor next
summer.

PartB
Guidelines: Student’s answers should be written in
complete sentences and should be similar to those listed
here.
2. People inherit many of their physical attributes from
their parents.
3. Jenny excels at sports.

PAGE 10

Part A

Guidelines: Student should list at least five items and
categorize the items in a plausible way. For example,under
the category of “nature signs” the student may list flowers,
spring showers,and warmer temperatures. Under the
category of “rites of spring” the student may list baseball
and spring break.

Part B
1. getting started with a new computer
2. migration habits of birds
3. types of ice skates
4. eating habits of whales

PAGE 11
Part A

Guidelines: Student should list two questions for each
exercise.
Possible answers:
1. What are the baleen and how do they work to strain
out the small food? What crustaceans do whales eat?
2. How many miles can a whale swim every day? Do
they move in relation to the season?
3. How much does a gray whale weigh when it is fully
mature? What does a baby whale eat?

PartB

Guidelines: Student should write at least two phrases for
each item.

Possible answers:

Whales suck up mud and water; baleen strains food; eat
crustaceans; spit out mud and water; whales swim 10,000
miles per year; travel from Alaska to Mexico; from Arctic
Ocean to Pacific Ocean; baby whale called calf; weighs
1,500 pounds at birth; weighs 3,000 pounds after two
months
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PAGE 12

Part A
Possible answers:

1. For one thing, because cats are more independent
than dogs, they require less attention. Cats can also be
trained to use a litter box. As a result,cat owners—
unlike dog owners—don’t have to take their pets out-
side for a twice-daily walk.

2. For two weeks the spectacle attracts a wide audience,
including people who normally have no interest in
sports events. These spectators enjoy watching athletes
from many different countries compete in an atmos-
phere of friendship and cooperation. The Olympics
are televised in almost every country of the world,
allowing millions of people to enjoy the games.

Part B
Possible answers:
1. Hemming a pair of slacks is simple if you use the fol-
lowing steps.
. Identical twins have both similarities and differences.
Last summer our family drove to Texas to visit relatives.
. Ilike red grapes much more than green grapes.

PAGE 13

Part A

Possible answers:
1. chronological order 4. spatial order
2. order of importance 5. cause-and-effect order
3. chronological order

AWN

Part B
1. Afterward 4. Meanwhile
2. Finally 5. Before
3. Then
PAGE 14
1. sentence 1
2. and
3. before sentence 3
4. The yell also may be used to frighten away other

males. or In addition, the yell may be used to frighten
away other males.

sentence 6

6. in addition or also

PAGE 15

g

1. Mice, rat%guinea pigs, beavers, and squirrels belong to
the rodent family. All rodents have furry bodies and
large front teeth.

2. Most rodents are easy to care for. You do};r{ have to

€

walk rod,é.\ylts, and they never need to be allowed out-
S

side. Just give them frgé{l food and water, and keep

ir
there cages clean.

3. A glass tank or a wire-mesh cage with a solid bottom
makes a good home for a rodent®léeep newspapers on
the bottom of the cage, as well as wood chips or saw-
dust. Some rodents like to have an old sock to use for
building a nest,,

4. Animal cages should be cleaned at least once a week
Mice cagewhich need to be cleaned twice a week get
particularl))f dirtYQYOE{l need to be careful to put t}’le
animal into some other container while you clean out
its cage.

5. To keep your pet healthy, you need to feed it good
qualitlxy food. Keep a Water Bottle in the cage at all
times,and change the water daily. your pet should be
let out of the cage every day to get:exercise. You can
also place an exer;\i;\e wheel in the pet’s cage.

6. Hamsters, Kats, Mice, and Gerbils need a great deal of
exercise to keep from getting fat. You can build your
pet a little jungle gym from cardboard tubes and
boxes. Cut holes in the boxes to form doors,Since rats
and mice enjoy climbing, you could even Hjﬁld aladder
out of ice-cream sticks. Change the playground fre-

quently so that your pet dOCSI\l{ get bo;rel%"? Rodents also

need to have plenty of things around to chew.

PAGE 16

Part A
Possible answers:
1. people interested in learning how to use a computer;
students in a computer class
a potential employer
people looking for a job in sales
a teacher; other students
readers of a literary magazine; people who enjoy poetry

Part B

Guidelines: The student should write an opening sentence
that is appropriate for the form and for the audience for
each item selected from Part A.

vhwnN
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PAGE 17

Part A
1. first person
2. third-person limited
3. third-person omniscient
4. first person
5. third-person omniscient

Part B
Possible answer:

Jim, Victor, and Sandra met at Susan’s house.“Let’s order
a pizza,” Jim suggested. Everyone in the room agreed. Jim
called the pizza place, ordered the pizza, and gave them the
address. After a few minutes the doorbell rang. Susan
answered the door, expecting to see the pizza delivery
person. Instead it was Jim’s father. Jim’s father was dressed
in a suit and tie,and he was obviously on his way home
from work. Jim couldn’t understand why his father had
come to the door. Was something wrong at his house?

PAGE 18

Part A

Guidelines: The student should begin the list by naming a
person,place, or event related to his or her family’s past.
The list may contain any related ideas.

Part B

Guidelines: The student should select an item from the list
in Part A and generate details and ideas related to this one
item.

Part C
Guidelines: The student’s topic sentence should be focused
but general enough to include the items generated in Part B.

PAGE 19

Part A
The following are sample details describing a bedroom:

1. in the far left corner of my room is my bed; my desk
stands against the wall across from the bed; a chair
rests under the desk; to the right of my desk is the
dresser; a large bookcase leans against the far right
wall across from the dresser

2. least important: dresser, bookshelf, where I just store
clothes and books; more important: bed, where I day-
dream and think; most important: desk, where I write
down my thoughts, feelings, and ideas

Part B

Guidelines: The student should write two complete
sentences for each type of organization. Sentences should
offer some indication of the order an entire paragraph
would follow. The student should also use d etails that help
bring the writing to life.

PAGE 20

Part A

Guidelines: The student should jot down notes that record
specific sensory details. In item 1, for example, student
might note the following: see—cobwebs; hear—water
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dripping; taste—stale air; feel—wet, slimy walls; smell—
musty, rotting apples

PartB

Guidelines: The student’s descriptions should develop the
notes jotted down in Part A. The student should use strong
details to re-create each scene.

PAGE 21
Part A

Guidelines: Each sentence should be rewritten using a
more specific or energetic verb.

Possible answers:
1. raced 4. plopped 7. burned
2. grinned 5. screamed 8. yanked
3. trudged 6. soared

Part B

Guidelines: The student should use strong verbs that call
up vivid mental pictures. The verbs should create an
irresistible sense of movement and interest in the task. For
example, the student may make washing dishes sound
exciting as follows: When you plunge your hands into the
soapy water, the suds caress your hands and arms in
warmth.

PAGE 22

Part A
1. F
2. M

PartB

Guidelines: The student should use a logical method of
spatial organization, such as left to right, to describe the
objects in the room from a fixed vantage point. As the
student’s vantage point moves, he or she should describe
each scene that comes into view.

PAGE 23

Part A
Guidelines: Student should select and respond to at least
one image in the poem.

Part B

Guidelines: The student should use sensory language to
create images that will help the reader share the student’s
vision. The student may use specific details, similes, or
metaphors to develop the images.

3. F
4. M

Copyright © The McGraw-Hill Companies, Inc.



Copyright © The McGraw-Hill Companies, Inc.

Composition Reteaching

PAGE 24

Part A

Guidelines: Note that in some cases, more than one answer
is acceptable.

Possible answers:

1. C 5. C 9. PorC
2. PorM 6. P 10. M

3. M 7. M

4. PorM 8. C

Part B

Guidelines: The student should use specific details from
each sentence to support his or her point about mood,plot,
or character.

PAGE 25

Part A

Guidelines: The student should clearly identify the room
and list four adjectives that describe it. The adjectives
should describe how the room looks, feels,sounds,smells,
or tastes.

PartB

Guidelines: Each detail should develop the descriptive word
in Part A. The details should convey the room’s mood or
sense of place.

Part C

Guidelines: The student’s simile and metaphor should
evoke graphic images by comparing some aspect of the
room with something quite unlike the room.

PAGE 26

Part A

Guidelines: The student should use the pronoun I or me.
Each sentence should be enlivened with a specific fact or
detail.

PartB

Guidelines: The student should use details and vivid,
precise language that help the reader share the experience.
The student should also build a conclusion that expresses
his or her thoughts and feelings about the experience.

PAGE 27
Part A

Guidelines: The student should write phrases or sentences
that can be developed into stories.

Part B

Guidelines: The student should include information about
each narrative element and identify the story’s problem and
its solution.

PAGE 28

Part A
Possible answers:

1. The character is a fifteen-year-old boy; he has an
Indian father; and he can endure pain.

2. The character lives outdoors or spends much time
outdoors. The story seems to be set in the nineteenth
century or earlier.

3. The boy has just heard some news that has been very
upsetting to him. This news is worse than any physical
pain he has ever endured.

Part B

Guidelines: The student should identify each element in the
story. The outline should include all of the story’s key
events.

PAGE 29

Part A
2. shesaid.
3. hereplied.
4. TJulie asked.

PartB

Guidelines: The student should either ask a question that is
plausible given the stated response or respond to the
question in a plausible way. Both questions and responses
should have appropriate tag lines. The dialogue should also
reveal the speaker’s personality and, where possible, reveal
the relationship between the characters.

PAGE 30
. School is a place for more than book learning.
. A pet can give your life meaning and pur pose.
. Very little gets accomplished if the day holds no struc-
ture or demands.
4. Sometimes you don’t appreciate things that come too
easily.
. Children learn through play.
. The world has become a smaller place.
. Participation in team sports can teach you how to
work together as a group.
8. It is amazing that a small group can have such great
influence.
9. Sometimes you need to try something new to get out
of arut.
10. It’s really hard to break a tradition.

PAGE 31
Guidelines: The student should demonstrate an
understanding of the narrative’s story line and main ideas.
The plot summary should focus on the main character’s
problem.

5. Robert sobbed.
6. Ted questioned.

WIN =
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PAGE 32

Part A

person versus self
person versus nature
person versus society
person versus person
person versus machine
person versus self
person versus nature
person versus society
person versus the supernatural
10. person versus machine

Part B

Guidelines: The student will probably say that a person-
versus-self or a person-versus-person conflict is most
common. The student should provide one or two examples
illustrating the conflict he or she has named.

PAGE 33
Guidelines: The student should use vivid concrete nouns
and exciting verbs to convey each mood.

PAGE 34
Part A

1. comparison
and contrast

2. cause and effect

3. classification

Part B

Guidelines: Student should write one thesis statement and
at least two supporting sentences. Student sentences should
make use of one of the types of expository writing.

PAGE 35

Part A

Answers are shown as follows:
interest/background/vocabulary.

strong, mild, or none/some or none/informal, general
strong/some or none/informal, general

strong/some or none/informal, general
negative/none/informal, general
strong/extensive/informal, technical

strong/some or none/informal, general, or technical

PartB

Possible answer:

Making your own bread is easy and rewarding. The only
ingredients you need are flour, yeast,water, and a little
sugar. I have a recipe that is esp ecially easy and makes
delicious bread. [For supporting details, describe the
process, using a specific recipe.]

PAGE 36
Guidelines: Student’s questions should be similar to those
listed here.
1. What is a regulator? How do you rinse a regulator?
2. What are BCDs?
3. What is compressed air? How do you fill a scuba tank?
What is a scuba tank?

CONIUPWN

4. problem and solution

5. process explanation
6. definition

oupwN=
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4. What is the SPG? Why is it required?

5. How do you attach the backpack? How do you attach
the regulator? What is the backpack?

. Where is the purge button? What is the purge button?

What is condensation? How do you remove it?

. How do you inspect the equipment? What do you
look for as you inspect it? What equipment do you
inspect?

9. What does it mean to clear your regulator? How do
you perform the purge method? How do you perform
the exhalation method?

10. What does equalize mean? How do you equalize your
ears?

11. What is an exposure suit? What is a wet suit?

12. What is nitrogen narcosis? Why do you want to avoid
it?

13. What is the recommended depth limit? Why shouldn’t
a diver exceed it?

14. What is the controlled emergency swimming ascent?
How do you perform the controlled emergency swim-
ming ascent?

15. What is a dive site? What do you base the evaluation
on? What does it mean to suit up?

PAGE 37

Part A
1. Asaresult
2. Therefore

Part B

Guidelines: Student’s answers should be similar to those
listed here. Item numbers are those in Part A. Number 5 is
omitted because it was given as the example on the student
page.

1. We had water rationing the next year because rainfall
for the spring and summer had been well below nor-
mal.

2. Many communities have recycling programs to
decrease the amount of trash created.

3. Icouldn’t get my schoolwork done because I was sick
all last week.

4. ] wanted to go back to school, so I quit my job.

PAGE 38

Part A
Guidelines: Student should list at least one relevant item in
each box.

o N

3. Consequently
4. because

5. Accordingly
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Part B

Guidelines: Student should identify a minimum of three
features by which to compare and contrast the chosen
topic,and list at least one item in each feature box per
subject. Sample:

PAGE 42
Guidelines: Student’s answers should be similar to those
provided here.
1. Define—Echolocation is a sonarlike process used by
dolphins to help them home in on objects.
2. Describe—A dolphin uses echolocation to help it

Features Subjects “picture” its surroundings.
Roller Skates In-line Skates
Difficulty easy difficult PAGE 43
level Guidelines: Student’s answers should be similar to those
Users all ages mainly teenagers provided here.
and young adults 1. theme,style, tone
Uses exercise, exercise, 2. Theme: Both poems deal with childhood. However,
recreation, recreation, the first poem deals with its joys and an adult’s happy
transportation transportation memories of childhood. The second poem suggests
that childhood is fleeting and that its joy is an illu-
sion.
3. “Your spring & your day, are wasted in play/And your
PAGE 39 winter and night in disguise.” Quotation supports
Part A theme of second poem.
SO 1 aceas
Steps should be ordered as follows: Preparing the
Part B Dough—1,4,3, 7,8, 5,2,6; Getting Ready to Bake the

Guidelines: Evaluate student’s informal definition on
accuracy of dictionary definition,appropriateness of the
three sentences of personal definitions,logic of explanation
of how student’s definition differs from others, clarity of
expression,and language mechanics.

PAGE 40
Part A
1. bar graph 6. line graph
2. pie graph 7. pie graph

3. bar graph
4. line graph
5. pie graph

Part B

Guidelines: Be sure student has selected appropriate graph
type given the topic and that graph is labeled clearly. Do
not evaluate the accuracy of the data the student made up
to fit the graph.

PAGE 41

Part A

2. the mayor

3. the Tigers defeated the Brewers by a twelve-run mar-
gin

4, will transport commuters quickly, comfortably, and
efficiently

5. carly Thursday morning

6. so that it can be redesigned to provide animals with
their natural habitats

Part B

Guidelines: Student’s lead should contain one or two
complete sentences and should answer most of the basic
who, what, when, where, why, and how questions.

8. line graph
9. bar graph or pie graph
10. line graph

Bread—5,7,9,1, 3,2,4, 6,8

AGE 45
1. E 6. R 11. E
2. R 7. E 12. E
3. R 8. E 13. R
4. E 9. R 14. R
5. E 10. E 15. R
PAGE 46
Part A
1. O 4. O
2. F 5. F
3. F
Part B

Guidelines: Student should use the facts provided on each
topic to support a particular opinion.
Possible answers:

2. Isupport John Q. Smith for mayor, even though he
says he wants to raise taxes. Mr. Smith will use this tax
money to improve schools and decrease unemploy-
ment.

3. Twould like to go to a small school, even though it
might mean fewer activities and less variety in the
offered courses. The idea of knowing most of the
other students is very appealing to me.

4. Even though I wouldn’t want to go to school longer
each year, I still think we may have to lengthen the
school year to remain competitive in the global econ-
omy. Right now, American students have twice as
many vacation days as students in many other coun-
tries. As a result, our students are not performing as
well as foreign students.
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PAGE 47
Guidelines: Student should include a one-sentence thesis
statement,three sentences that support the thesis,and two
sentences in conclusion. Evaluate writing based on how
well student states and supports his or her stand with
verified facts and expert opinions.

PAGE 48

Parts A and B

Guidelines: Student should judge the products based on the
standards he or she set and prepare a written report to help
others make an informed choice. Information about the
products should be used to support the student’s
recommendation.

PAGE 49

Part A
1. children under thirteen
2. families
3. both middle- and high-income car owners
4. just about everyone at one time or another
5. busy college students

Part B
Guidelines: Student should use the questions to prepare an
audience profile for the product.
Possible answers:
1. business people,particularly those who travel fre-
quently, or college students
2. 18to 65; adults in general
3. high school and college
4. Product appeals to middle- to up per-income buyers.

PAGE 50
deliver newspapers protected by plastic bags on rainy
days
restock its shelves more frequently
give you a refund for the forgotten items
receive another one-week extension
they leave a note stating their expectations about
clean-up

PAGE 51
Guidelines: Student should support answers with sp ecific
details from the work.Student should also present his or
her own response to the work. Answers to questions 1,5,6,
and 7 should be similar to those provided here.
1. Mathabane’s goal is to convince readers that power
rackets have hurt the professional tennis game.

-

wpwN
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5. The forceful nature of his writing style,along with
good description and vivid images,strengthens his
message.

6. “After all,the true test of a champion is not whether
he or she can hit the ball at 100 miles an hour.”
“Armed with rackets that behave like cannons on the
court, all these players are content to do, all day if
need be,is keep firing the same ‘boom-boom’ missiles
until their opponents drop dead.”

7. The power racket has detracted from the professional
tennis game. It is unrealistic to expect a return to the
wooden racket, but Mathabane urges professional
players and racket makers to curb the mania for more
powerful rackets.

PAGE 52

Part A

Guidelines: Student should provide a fact or an expert
opinion to support each position. The facts should be
accurate, relevant, and up to date. The opinions should be
authoritative and believable.

PartB
Guidelines: Student should answer each counterargument
with a fact or opinion that refutes the opposing view.
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