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STUDENT PROGRESS CHART

Fill in the chart below with your scores, using the scoring scale on the next page.
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SCORING SCALE

Use this scale to find your score. Line up the number of items with the number correct. For example, if 15
out of 16 items are correct, the score is 93.7 percent (see grayed area).
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Name Date Class

§ Vocabulary Power _

Lesson 1 Dictionary Definitions

Sometimes there is little difference between the heroes and the humble. The same personal qualities that serve
the hero also help the humble meet life’s everyday challenges. This lesson contains words you can use to dis-
cuss the heroic and the humble.

Word List
adversary furtive nullify pensive
burgeoning gallant parry respite
diligently lurid

Synonyms

Synonyms are words with similar meanings. Each boldfaced word below is paired with a synonym
whose meaning you probably know. Think of other words related to the synonym and write them
on the line provided. Then, look up the word in a dictionary and write its meaning.

1. pensive : thoughtful

Dictionary definition

2. diligently : thoroughly

Dictionary definition

3. parry : deflect

Dictionary definition

4. gallant : brave

Dictionary definition

5. nullify : neutralize

Dictionary definition

6. respite : period of rest

Dictionary definition

7. lurid : ghastly

Dictionary definition

8. adversary : enemy

Dictionary definition

9. burgeoning : expanding

Dictionary definition

10. furtive : sly

Dictionary definition

Vocabulary Power Unitl Lesson1l 1
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‘f: Vocabulary Power continued

2IENGISISNCE Word Meanings

Answer each question.

1. In your opinion, why do some newspapers and television news shows feature lurid stories?

2. Who is the most pensive person you know? Do you like this characteristic? Why or why not?

3. Name a gallant character from literature or movies. What do you like about this character?

4. Which school is your school’s most important adversary in basketball, soccer, or football? Why is this

rivalry the biggest?

5. Do you think violence in TV, movies, and video games is responsible for what some people believe is the

burgeoning crime rate among youth? Why or why not?

6. How does a respite from studying improve your productivity?

Multiple-Meaning Words

Many words have more than one meaning. The words gallant and lurid have several different
meanings. Look these words up in a dictionary and, on a separate sheet of paper, write five
sentences using a different meaning of these words in each sentence. After each sentence, write
the definition you used.

2 Unitl Lesson 1 Vocabulary Power
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Lesson 2 Using Synonyms and Antonyms

Date

Class

Many different qualities can describe heroism and humility, just as many experiences cause human beings to act

with heroism or humility. The following words are related to the heroic and the humble.

Word List
copiously
deftly
gullible

mollify
parch
pernicious

EXERCISE A Synonyms

Each boldfaced word below is paired with a synonym whose meaning you probably know. For

poignant
solicitous

steadfastly

writhe

each pair, think of other words related to the synonym and write them on the line provided. Then,

look up the word in a dictionary and write its meaning.

1

10.

. mollify : soothe

. poignant : touching

. writhe : squirm

. pernicious : deadly

. deftly : skillfully

. copiously : plentifully

parch : dry out

Dictionary definition

Dictionary definition

Dictionary definition

. gullible : easily tricked

Dictionary definition

Dictionary definition

Dictionary definition

Dictionary definition

Dictionary definition

. solicitous : considerate

Dictionary definition

steadlastly : dependably

Dictionary definition

Vocabulary Power

Unit 1, Lesson 2 3
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%E Vocabulary Power continued

EREEEEE Usage

Date Class

If the italicized word is correct, write correct on the line. If not, write the correct word on the line.

1. Greg is the most pernicious friend | have—he’ll believe anything!

2. As the hours wore on, the hot desert sun began to writhe the travelers.

3. After Lee had removed the blockage from the pump, the cold, clear water flowed copiously.

4. Racial prejudice is one of the most solicitous influences on young children.

5. I'was not able to mollify Annie’s hurt feelings about not being picked for the choir.

EXERCISE C Antonyms

Circle the letter of the word that is an antonym or opposite of the boldfaced word.

1. solicitous
a. abundant b inconsiderate
2. poignant
a. bittersweet b. attentive
3. pernicious
a. firm b. clever
4. mollify
a. irritate b. relax
5. copiously
a. firmly b. easily

4 Unit 1, Lesson 2

c. caring

¢. meaningless

c. evil

C. appease

C. miserly

d. skillful

d. moving

d. good

d. twist

d. fully

Vocabulary Power
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Lesson 3 Base Words and Word Roots

Knowing the meanings of base words and word roots can help you make an intelligent guess about the
meaning of a word. Sometimes, however, the exact meaning of the new word isn't clear from the root. It's
always safer to look up new words in a dictionary.

Word List
adhere condolence equinox nocturnal
agnostic doleful inherent prognosis
coherent dolorous

Word Clues
Read the clues. Then, write the probable definition of the boldfaced word.

1 Dol is a Latin root meaning “grief,” “sadness,” or “sorrow.” Someone who is doleful is

2. Con- is a Latin prefix meaning “with.” A condolence is probably

3. The suffix -ous makes a word an adjective. Dolorous probably means

4. Haerere is a Latin root meaning to “stick” or “cling.” Ad- is a Latin prefix that means “to.” Adhere probably

means

5. In- is a Latin prefix meaning “in.” Inherent probably means

6. Co- is a Latin prefix meaning “together.” Coherent probably means

7. Gnos, gnom is a Greek root meaning “knowledge.” A- is a Greek prefix that means “without” or “not.”

Someone who is an agnostic is

8. Pro- is a Greek prefix meaning “before” or “in front.” Prognosis probably means

9. Noct, nox is a Latin root meaning “night.” Nocturnal probably means

10. Equi- is a Latin prefix meaning “equal.” When the equinox occurs, what might be happening?

Vocabulary Power Unit1, Lesson3 5
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% Vocabulary Power continued

2NN Dictionary Definitions

Check your definitions by looking up each word in a dictionary. Then, write the meaning. How
close did you come to the correct meaning?

1. doleful

2. condolence

. dolorous

. adhere

. inherent

. coherent

prognosis

. agnostic

© 00 N oo o1 &~ W

. nocturnal

10. equinox

EXERCISE C Root Chart

Use a dictionary or other source to locate more words based on the roots in this lesson. List the words on

the chart on this page and underline the roots. Then, quiz a partner about the meanings of the words.

dol

haerere

gnos, gnom

noc, nNox

6 Unit 1, Lesson 3
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Lesson 4 Using Reading Skills

Learning from Context: Definitions

The context of a word is the sentence or paragraph in which it appears. You can use the context to discover the
meaning of an unknown word. Sometimes other words in the sentence will provide a definition.

EXERCISE A

Use context clues to find the meaning of each boldfaced word. Underline key words in the
sentence that help you define the word. Then, write the word’s probable meaning.

1. My uncle lived an abstemious life, eating and drinking in moderation.

2. My brother is a dreamer who likes to just sit under a tree and muse, usually about life.

3. In many plays, the villains often dissemble, hiding their real motives behind false appearances.

4. The hot, humid weather robbed us of our energy and left us too listless even to move.

5. The judge decided to sequester the jury so they could not possibly be influenced by TV, newspapers, or

other people.

6. It took only minutes for workers to raze the old hotel, but we still felt sad when it tumbled down.

7. The neighbors’ acrimonious argument was so loud and angry we could hear it two blocks away.

8. The men who wrote the Bill of Rights believed that certain rights were immutable and must endure forever.

9. A lack of concentration and focus now could negate our hard work and make it all for nothing.

10. Martin spoke to the manager about the garrulous man who talked loudly during the whole film.

EXERCISE B

Check the definition you wrote for each boldfaced word by looking it up in a dictionary. Write
each definition on a separate sheet of paper; then, use each word in a sentence of your own.

Vocabulary Power Unit 1, Lesson 4
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Review: Unit 1

EXERCISE

Circle the letter of the word that can best replace the word or words in italics.

1. The doctor refused to make a prediction about the patient’s chances for recovery until he took more tests.
a. respite b. prognosis C. parry d. condolence

2. “l know you're uncomfortable,” whispered the mother to the little girl, “but please don’t squirm in your

seat like that!”
a. writhe b. adhere ¢. mollify d. parch

3. The colonel led his troops firmly into battle, in spite of many dangers.
a. deftly b. steadfastly c. copiously d. diligently

4., “lguana Man Emerges from Swamp” screamed the sensational headlines of the newspaper.
a. gallant b. lurid c. furtive d. pensive

5. Glorifying violence has a deadly effect on society.
a. gullible b. poignant ¢. solicitous d. pernicious

6. If you want to convince people of your position on an issue, your argument must be logically consistent.
a. coherent b. lurid c. furtive d. burgeoning

7. Mrs. Shapiro baked a pie for the neighbors in order to make peace with them after the dispute.
a. parch b. parry ¢. mollify d. writhe

8. “A penny for your thoughts,” Melissa said to the thoughtful young man sitting next to her.
a. pensive b. gallant C. pernicious d. gullible

9. If we want to win the tournament, we must learn everything we can about our opponent.
a. respite b. prognosis c. adversary d. agnostic

10. After the hurricane destroyed much of the village, the air was filled with mournful sounds.
a. discernable b. nocturnal c. furtive d. dolorous

8 Unit 1 Review Vocabulary Power
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Test: Unit 1
Circle the letter of the word that best completes the sentence.
1. We asked the company president for her of economic conditions over the next two years.
a. respite b. agnostic c. adversary d. prognosis
2. My tongue is going to soon if | don't get a drink right now.
a. parch b. writhe c. adhere d. nullify
3. Lack of efficiency is a(n) weakness in the democratic governmental system.
a. coherent b. furtive c. inherent d. lurid
4. Criminals sometimes trick people into revealing their credit card numbers over the phone.
a. poignant b. doleful C. pensive d. gullible

5. The Martins decided to go on a camping trip to celebrate the autumnal

a. condolence b. prognosis C. equinox d. adversary

6. The interest in our school's Web site took everyone by surprise.
a. burgeoning b. doleful c. coherent d. gallant

7. The way the fox got into the hen house was like a story out of Aesop’s fables.
a. gullible b. furtive c. dolorous d. poignant

8. Before the Civil War, several Southern states tried to laws passed by the U.S. government.
a. mollify b. adhere ¢. nullify d. sequester

9. During the holidays, the cookies, cakes, and candy flowed from my grandmother’s kitchen.
a. copiously b. diligently c. steadfastly d. deftly

10. It was difficult to make the decorations for the dance to the walls without using masking tape.
a. parch b. adhere C. parry d. dissemble

Circle the word in parentheses that best completes each sentence.

1. Even though the wind scattered his papers all over the lawn, Kee still delivered a (doleful, coherent,
pernicious) speech.

2. The goalkeeper (deftly, copiously, diligently) plucked the soccer ball out of the air and threw it to a teammate.
3. The missionaries traveled to the village where the (pernicious, poignant, furtive) disease had taken many lives.
4. Josh worked (copiously, diligently, deftly) on his model, gluing the tiniest pieces in place with care.

5. Our family sent a card of (condolence, prognosis, respite) to the neighbors who lost their beloved dog.

Vocabulary Power Unit1Test 9
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5
2 | Vocabulary Power continued
e
For each boldfaced word, circle the letter of the word that is most nearly opposite in meaning.
1. impulsive
a. lurid b. pensive ¢. garrulous d. poignant

2. indifference
a. adversary b. condolence C. agnostic d. prognosis

3. unaffecting
a. coherent b. immutable C. poignant d. abstemious

4. cowardly
a. acrimonious b. burgeoning C. pensive d. gallant

5. joyous

a. inherent b. nocturnal ¢. doleful d. garrulous

Circle the letter of the answer that best answers the question.

1. Which one of the following events can be described as nocturnal?

a. a horse race c. a fireworks display
b. a day at the beach d. astroll at the park
2. Which action is a solicitous one?
a. picking up books for someone who has dropped them ¢. asking a question in class
b. throwing snowballs at cars d. selling candy door to door

3. Which statement would an agnostic make?
a. “God does not exist.” c. “All religions worship the same God.
b. “God is dead.” d. “We can't know if God exists or not.”

4. How could you try to mollify someone you've had an argument with?
a. spread rumors about the person C. ignore the person
b. buy the person flowers d. play tricks on the person

5. Which news story is most likely to have a lurid headline in a newspaper?
a. a homeless man is murdered in an alley ¢. a new school is to be built
b. the Senate debates a tax bill d. afire chief is to retire

10 Unit 1 Test Vocabulary Power
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Lesson 5 Dictionary Definitions

The poets speak of love in many different ways. More than two thousand years ago, the Roman poet Virgil said
love conquers all. Shakespeare claimed that love comforts like sunshine after rain. The words in this lesson will
help you be able to speak about love in all its different shapes, sizes, and colors.

Word List
adamant despondent pertinent scintillating
cajole emulate reciprocate supplant
complacent hamper

DIENGISIZREN Synonyms

Each boldfaced word is paired with a synonym whose meaning you probably know. For each pair,
think of other related words. Then, look up the word in a dictionary and write its meaning.

1. despondent : depressed

Dictionary definition

2. reciprocate : return

Dictionary definition

3. supplant : replace

Dictionary definition

4. scintillating : sparkling

Dictionary definition

5. pertinent : relevant

Dictionary definition

6. complacent : self-satisfied

Dictionary definition

7. cajole : coax

Dictionary definition

8. hamper : restrain

Dictionary definition

9. adamant : inflexible

Dictionary definition

10. emulate : imitate

Dictionary definition
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DIENGISI=NEE Word Meanings

Answer each question.

1. Give one rule for personal behavior you feel adamant about.

2. Who is someone you try to emulate? Why?

3. Explain how not getting enough sleep can hamper earning good grades.

4. What would you say to a good friend who was feeling despondent?

5. Who do you think has the most scintillating personality in your school? Give an example of this person’s

scintillating behavior.

EXERCISE C Usage

Write the word that best completes the sentence.

1. Oswald refused to put his age on the job application because it was not

information.

2. The team lost in the playoffs because their undefeated record made the players feel

about their opponents.

3. Bekka’s little sister tried to Bekka into going to the theme park.

4. After defeating Robert in the tournament, Tia was able to Robert as the top player

in the chess club.

5. In many cultures, when you receive a gift, you are expected to with another gift.
6. The doctor was feeling over her inability to help her cancer patients.
7. Will your sprained ankle your efforts to make the volleyball team?

12 Unit 2, Lesson 5 Vocabulary Power
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Lesson 6 Word Families

A word family is made up of words that have a common origin or root. The root or base word gives a word its
main meaning. Adding a prefix or suffix to the word root gives it a different meaning. In this lesson, you'll learn
the Greek root dem and the Latin roots dur and pen.

Word List
demagogue endemic obdurate penance
demographic endurance pandemic penitent
duress epidemic

Dictionary Definitions

Look up each boldfaced word in a dictionary and write its meaning. Then, use the information in
the dictionary to underline the root or base word.

1 obdurate

2. duress

3. endurance

4. penance

5. penitent

6. endemic

7. demographic

8. demagogue

9. pandemic

10. epidemic

DIENOISISNE Root Meanings

Write the main meaning of the word roots in this lesson.

1 dur

2. pen

3. dem

Vocabulary Power Unit 2, Lesson 6 13
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DENGINI=ROl \Word Webs

Use the word webs below to note other words from the word families in this lesson. For each
word web, add as many other words as you can that contain the same root. Underline the root in
each new word. You may use a dictionary to find words in the word families.

%%

dem

DISNCISISRPE Composing Sentences
On a separate sheet of paper, write a sentence of your own for each vocabulary word.

14 Unit 2, Lesson 6 Vocabulary Power
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Lesson 7 Connotation and Denotation

A word’s denotation is its dictionary meaning. Its connotation is the feelings and ideas associated with the word.
It's important to know a word’s connotation. For example, if you were writing about a flower, you might choose
the word fragrance, since the word is associated with pleasant smells. However, if you were writing about a
barnyard or garbage dump, you might choose the word odor. Most people associate this word with unpleasant
smells. Some words, like smell, are neutral. Both flowers and barnyards smell. In this lesson, you'll learn about
the connotations and denotations of words.

Word List
lavish notoriety smirk unkempt
methodical paltry torpor venture
mundane reproach

YNGR Word Meanings

On the chart below, write several synonyms for each of the following boldfaced words. Write a
plus beside the synonym if you feel it has a positive connotation. Write a minus beside it if you
feel it has a negative connotation. If you feel the word is neutral, with neither a positive nor a
negative connotation, place an X beside it.

lavish

methodical

venture

unkempt

torpor

smirk

reproach

paltry

mundane

notoriety
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DIENGISIZNEE Word Meanings

Circle the letter of the sentence that best expresses the connotative meaning of each boldfaced word.

1

8.

9.

10.

lavish
a. The main ballroom of the Crystal Palace is lavish in its decor.
b. Lavish rain swept the mountainside.

. methodical

a. The commander ordered his troops to line up in methodical rows.
b. The housekeeper did her daily tasks in a methodical way.

.venture

a. The worker decided to venture over to the food cart to get a sandwich.
b. The financier chose to venture most of his capital on the bull market.

. unkempt

a. Blown by the strong wind, her unkempt hair stuck up in all directions.
b. The teacher rejected the unkempt paper because of coffee stains.

. torpor

a. Most human beings experience a state of torpor at bedtime.
b. Hibernating animals spend the winter in a state of torpor.

. smirk

a. The thief could not conceal a smirk when he heard the “Not Guilty” verdict.
b. The little girl had a sweet smirk on her face as she rode the pony.
reproach

a. The mother reproached her three-year-old for crying.
b. After the robbery, Mr. Jones reproached himself for leaving the door unlocked.

paltry
a. Human beings are becoming more aware that their differences are paltry.

b. After touring the royal palace, the college student thought her dorm room looked paltry.

mundane
a. Activities such as paying bills and doing laundry are mundane but necessary.
b. Johnnie spent his allowance on a mundane purchase, a new car.

notoriety
a. The con artist's notoriety preceded him everywhere he went.
b. The writer's notoriety was based on his talent.

Multiple-Meaning Words
The words lavish and venture have more than one meaning. On a separate piece of paper, write

two sentences for each word that demonstrate two of its different meanings. After each sentence,
write the definition you used.

16
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Lesson 8 Using Reference Skills

Using a Dictionary: Word Origins

Many English words have their origins in other languages. In a dictionary, the origin of a word is usually given in
brackets at the beginning or end of the definition. Here is a sample dictionary entry.

hypocrisy n. (hi pa’ kra S€) pretending to be what one is not, or to believe what one does not; the false assump-
tion of an appearance of virtue or religion [from Greek hypokrinesthai, to play a part on the stage, answer]

EXERCISE

Use a dictionary to answer each question.

1. What is the definition and origin of the word saunter?

Why might someone who is sauntering also be likely to muse?

2. What is the difference in the meanings of the words egregious and gregarious?

What agricultural word root are these two words based on?

3. How does a stoic respond to life’s events?

What is this word’s connection with porches?

4. If you received a tawdry gift, would you be pleased? Why or why not?

What is this word’s connection to lace?

5. If something happened to kindle your interest in a subject, what would be your likely next step?

What is this word’s origin?
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Review: Unit 2

EXERCISE A

Circle the word in parentheses that best completes the sentence.
1. Rita had been lying in the hot sun so long that nothing could disturb her (endurance, torpor, notoriety).
2. “I'm afraid we may be looking at a serious typhoid (epidemic, pandemic, venture),” said the doctor.
3. The advertising campaign for soda was directed at a specific (mundane, penitent, demographic) segment.

4. The host invited many celebrities so that the New Year's Eve party would be a (mundane, pertinent,
scintillating) event.

5. The new business (venture, duress, demagogue) proved to be a loss for its investors.

6. Troy wanted to wear his lizardskin cowboy boots under his graduation gown, but his mother was (penitent,
adamant, unkempt) in her opposition.

7. Don't you find it hard to do favors for people who never (reciprocate, lavish, hamper) your kindness?

8. | admired the (endemic, complacent, methodical) way Elena separated each small strand of hair before she
braided them.

9. By trying to create a pure German nation, Adolf Hitler became the best-known (epidemic, venture,
demagogue) of this century.

10. Jesse James's (torpor, notoriety, endurance) is known to anyone who has read about the Wild West.

EXERCISE B

Circle the letter of the word that is a synonym for the word or phrase listed.

1. criticize
a. reproach b. smirk c. cajole d. hamper

2. stubborn
a. obdurate b. pandemic ¢. mundane d. adamant

3. take the place of

a. reproach b. supplant C. lavish d. reciprocate
4. sloppy

a. mundane b. obdurate ¢. despondent d. unkempt
5. despairing

a. despondent b. lavish C. paltry d. pertinent

18 Unit 2 Review Vocabulary Power

U] ‘saiuedwo) |IH-Me19IW 3yl Agq @ wbuAdo)



Copyright © by The McGraw-Hill Companies, Inc.

Name Date Class

§ “Vocabulary Power ,./

Test: Unit 2
Circle the letter of the word that best completes each sentence.
1. Kayla would at everyone’s suggestions for the party, but she didn’t contribute any ideas of her own.
a. cajole b. smirk C. reciprocate d. supplant
2. Some people probably find working in the garden , but I think it’s exciting to watch things grow.
a. complacent b. despondent ¢. mundane d. scintillating
3. The bride-to-be hoped her friends would not her with gifts at her second shower.
a. supplant b. emulate c. lavish d. reciprocate
4. Worry about the economic future became among the townspeople when the factory closed.
a. pandemic b. epidemic ¢. endemic d. complacent
5. The king was required by the church to do for his evil deeds.
a. penance b. torpor ¢. endurance d. duress
6. The cactus is not in my home state of Maine, although it is in Arizona.
a. penitent b. unkempt ¢. endemic d. obdurate
7. Your will be tested if you run in the marathon next month.
a. venture b. endurance ¢. notoriety d. penance
8. Lily feared that her lack of geometry would her attempt to become an engineer.
a. hamper b. emulate ¢. supplant d. reproach
9. Even though she expected to win, the candidate did not become and continued to campaign.
a. penitent b. obdurate c. complacent d. methodical
10. You can plead, nag, and all you want, but | will not sell you my tuba!
a. hamper b. smirk c. lavish d. cajole
11. Building a model of the Taj Mahal out of toothpicks certainly takes a worker.
a. penitent b. methodical ¢. mundane d. despondent
12. The researchers planned a(n) study to find out who would be most likely to buy the skates.
a. scintillating b. despondent ¢. demographic d. unkempt
13. No parents could be more than mine about not watching television until my homework is finished.
a. adamant b. despondent C. pertinent d. penitent
14. The bank robber’s made it easy for the police to recognize him at the airport.
a. notoriety b. endurance C. penance d. venture
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i
15. The Rangers hoped to the Yankees as World Series champions.
a. cajole b. reciprocate C. reproach d. supplant

16. Although dogs aren’t evil, Max's need to chase cars seems almost

a. obdurate b. complacent ¢. demographic d. mundane
17. When the buyers offered the sum of ten dollars, David almost laughed at how low it was.
a. pertinent b. paltry c. adamant d. unkempt
18. You can borrow my CD player if you're willing to when | need to borrow something.
a. supplant b. emulate ¢. hamper d. reciprocate
19. The teachers nervously discussed the near- of failing grades in the senior class.
a. venture b. torpor ¢. epidemic d. notoriety
20. The lizard’s , under the hot desert sun, made the lizard easy prey for the hawk.
a. duress b. torpor C. endurance d. penance

Circle the letter of the word that is most nearly opposite in meaning of the boldfaced word.

1. despondent

a. depressed b. bored c. cheerful d. indifferent
2. duress

a. stress b. ease ¢. hardiness d. stimulation
3. scintillating

a. exciting b. sinful ¢. shining d. dull
4. unkempt

a. free b. concerned c. neat d. messy
5. penitent

a. unashamed b. healthy ¢. sorrowful d. happy
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Lesson 9 Using Synonyms

Have you read Shakespeare’s play Macbeth? It tells the story of a talented and brave Scottish noble whose

ambition leads him to commit a dreadful murder and seize the royal throne—with tragic consequences for

everyone. The words in this lesson can help you examine ambition, along with the anguish that sometimes
accompanies it.

Word List
avarice depravity obstreperous quandary
blighted fecund predominance surfeited
constraint megalomania

Synonyms

Each boldfaced vocabulary word below is paired with a synonym whose meaning you probably
know. Think of other words related to the synonym and write your ideas. Then, look up the word
in a dictionary and write its meaning.

1. predominance : holding the most power

Dictionary definition

2. constraint : restriction

Dictionary definition

3. obstreperous : loudly defiant

Dictionary definition

4. surfeited : overfed

Dictionary definition

5. depravity : corruption

Dictionary definition

6. quandary : predicament

Dictionary definition

7. avarice : greed

Dictionary definition

8. fecund : fertile

Dictionary definition

9. blighted : ruined

Dictionary definition

10. megalomania : insane fantasy of power

Dictionary definition
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EREEEEE Usage

Answer each question.

1. Why do you think some people develop extreme avarice?

2. Describe a quandary in which you recently found yourself.

3. How would you deal with an obstreperous customer at a store where you work?

4. Do you believe the government should place any kind of constraint on the right of Americans to own

guns? Why or why not?

5. What might explain the predominance of comedy shows on prime-time television?

6. What is one way that society could deal with blighted city neighborhoods?

7. What is one example of something involved in a surfeited lifestyle?

8. What people would you least expect depravity from?

9. How would you expect a person with megalomania to act?

10. Would a fecund tomato be something you'd want? Why or why not?

22 Unit 3, Lesson 9

Vocabulary Power

U] ‘saiuedwo) |IH-me19aW 8yl Agq @ wbuAdo)



Copyright © by The McGraw-Hill Companies, Inc.

Name Date Class

§ Vocabulary Power _

Lesson 10 Word Roots terr, lun, and astr

The Latin root terr means “earth.” The Latin root lun means “moon.” The Greek root astr means “star.” All the
vocabulary words in this lesson have one of these roots as their root part. The root part of a word carries the
word’s main meaning. In most of these words, a prefix (at the beginning) or suffix (at the end) has been added
to the root word to modify its meaning.

Word List
astral lunacy terrace terrestrial
astronomer lunatic terrarium territorial
inter sublunary

DGR Roots

Underline the root part of each boldfaced vocabulary word. Then, look up the word in a dictionary
and write its meaning.

1 territorial

2. terrarium

3. inter

4. terrace

5. terrestrial

6. lunacy

7. sublunary

8. lunatic

9. astral

10. astronomer

EXERCISE B Usage

Answer each question based on your understanding of the boldfaced vocabulary word.

1. What advantages does a terrace have over a porch? What are some disadvantages?

2. How would you answer someone who argued that it is lunacy to allow sixteen-year-olds to drive cars?

3. What kinds of plants and animals might you want to place in a terrarium?

Vocabulary Power Unit 3, Lesson 10
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g Vocabulary Power continued

4. Would it interest you to become an astronomer? Why or why not?

5. Do you helieve that anyone who commits a terrorist act is a lunatic? Explain your answer.

2ENOISEOR Sentence Construction
Write a sentence of your own using each boldfaced word.

1. territorial

2. sublunary

3. terrestrial

4. inter

5. astral

DIINGSI=HPE Movie Summaries

Here are the titles of three new movies. Use your imagination—and a vocabulary word from this

lesson—to write a short summary of each movie.

1. Monkeys in Space, Part 2; Bobo’s Revenge

2. It Attacked from Beyond the Grave

3. A Mind Is a Terrible Thing to Lose
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Lesson 11 Prefixes That Show Negation

Knowing the meaning of prefixes can help you discover the meanings of unknown words. A large number of
prefixes show negation. These can mean not, against, bad or badly, the opposite of, wrong, failure, or lack of.
Some of these prefixes are non-, ir-, a-, mal-, anti-, de-, dis-, ob-, op-, and il-. Be careful, though. Not all words
that begin with these letter combinations have the meaning of the prefix. When in doubt, look up the word in a
dictionary.

Word List
amoral disconsolate malcontent oblivious
antipathy illusory nonentity opprobrium
derogatory irrelevant

D A=NOISI=WAY Prefixes

Underline the prefix in each boldfaced vocabulary word. Answer the question on the basis of the
clues. Then, check the definition of the vocabulary word in a dictionary and write its meaning.

1. nonentity : The word entity means “something that exists” and is a form of the Latin verb esse, “to be.”

The word nonentity probably means

Dictionary definition
2. irrelevant : Something that is relevant has some connection with the matter at hand. If an argument is

irrelevant, what connection does it have to the matter at hand?

Dictionary definition

3. amoral : Someone with good values is moral, while someone with evil values in immoral. How might you

describe someone who is amoral?

Dictionary definition
4. malcontent : A contented person is one who is satisfied with things as they are. How would a malcontent

feel about the existing system?

Dictionary definition

5. antipathy : Pathos is an emotion of pity. Sympathy is sharing emotion with someone. But if you have

antipathy toward someone, what kind of feeling would you have?

Dictionary definition

6. derogatory : Roga is a Latin root meaning “to ask.” When a negation prefix is attached to this root, the

result is a word that probably means

Dictionary definition
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7. disconsolate : To console someone is to offer your sympathy or comfort. How would you guess someone

who is disconsolate feels?

Dictionary definition

8. oblivious : The Latin root liv means “to wipe,” and the negation prefix ob- can mean “away.” If you are

oblivious to something, what is your relation to it?

Dictionary definition

9. illusory : The original meaning of the Latin word on which illusory is based is “to mock,” or literally
“to play against” something. If something is illusory, can you trust that it is what it appears to be? Why or

why not?

Dictionary definition

10. opprobrium : The Latin word probum means “criticism.” Adding the negation prefix op- creates a word

that probably means

Dictionary definition

EXERCISE B Usage

Answer each question based on your understanding of the boldfaced vocabulary word.

1. How would you respond to someone’s claim that the progress of society over the last century is illusory?

2. Imagine that you want to get a dog but that your mother has an antipathy toward pets. How would you go

about trying to change her mind?

3. Why, do you think, is it easier for some people to make derogatory comments than pleasant remarks?

4. What techniques do you use to remain oblivious to surrounding noises when you are trying to study?

5. Do you believe that gender is irrelevant to job performance? Explain your answer.

DIATNESI=HOR \Words in Print

Words that begin with negation prefixes appear often in newspapers and magazines. On a
separate sheet of paper, make a list of words you find containing these prefixes. After each word,
use context or a dictionary to write a definition of the word.

26  Unit 3, Lesson 11 Vocabulary Power
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Lesson 12 Using Reading Skills

Learning from Context

The context of a word is the environment in which it appears. You can use the context to discover the meaning
of an unknown vocabulary word. Look for key words elsewhere in the sentence that will help you define the
unknown word. Sometimes other words in the sentence will provide examples that will help you discover the
definition of the unknown word.

EXERCISE

Read each sentence. Use the context to find the meaning of the boldfaced word. On the first line,
jot down the examples in the sentence that help you define the unknown vocabulary word. Then,
write the probable meaning of the boldfaced word on the second line.

1. During the Revolutionary War, the British made use of mercenary soldiers, such as the Hessians, who were

paid to fight the American rebels.

2. The speaker’s pithy comment, “What goes around, comes around,” struck everyone in the audience as

extremely appropriate to the occasion.

3. The quagmire at La Brea in Los Angeles contains the preserved bones of prehistoric creatures like the

woolly mammoth,

4. If you really want to impress someone, walk around with a weighty tome like Moby-Dick, The Scarlet Letter,

or David Copperfield under your arm.

5. I consider Thomas Jefferson the most urbane of American presidents, but my friend says Abraham Lincoln

tops her list.

6. The mosquitoes, flies, barking dogs, loud radio, snoring from the next tent, and the endless drizzle all

combined to vex me during the camping trip.

7. Please apprise me of your decision by fax, phone, letter, or e-mail as quickly as you can.

8. Phoning at two o'clock in the morning, walking in without knocking, eating out of our refrigerator, and

calling my great-grandmother “Babe”—all these have made me realize that Joshua is a real boor.
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Review: Unit 3

EXERCISE

Circle the word in parentheses that best completes the sentence.
1. The relatives decided to wait until Tuesday to (vex, inter, deviate) the accident victim.
2. The spacecraft's (amoral, terrestrial, astral) journey was estimated to take about ninety years.

3. My little brother was absolutely (disconsolate, pithy, surfeited) about losing his new Swiss army knife on
the campout.

4. To many people, the legend of King Midas and his golden touch is a powerful reminder of the dangers of
(constraint, avarice, antipathy).

5. The soybean fields looked (disconsolate, blighted, oblivious) because of the plague of grasshoppers.

6. The headwaiter at the fancy restaurant was forced to call the police to remove the (urbane, illusory,
obstreperous) customer.

7. The rich soil on my uncle’s farm in western Ohio is among the most (fecund, blighted, derogatory) in the
country.

8. Michelle will be hard to work with on the project unless she is able to overcome her (depravity, derogatory,
antipathy) for getting her hands dirty.

9. Paying that much money for such a tiny apartment is complete (lunacy, quandary, antipathy)!

10. | realize that I'm not on the student council, but that's no reason for her to treat me like a (tome, nonentity,
astronomer).
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Test: Unit 3
PART A
Circle the letter of the word that best completes the sentence.
1. Raising the fines for speeding seems to place no on those drivers who continue to race past the
elementary school.
a. antipathy b. opprobrium C. constraint d. megalomania
2. Our society must find a way to deal with the before he or she inflicts violence on others.
a. malcontent b. terrace c. astronomer d. quagmire

3. When Stephen did not see his name on the cast list, he realized that his hopes for landing a role had been

a. illusory b. irrelevant c. derogatory d. pithy

4. Only a(n) would try to fly off the barn roof using wings made of plastic straws and chicken feathers!
a. astronomer b. malcontent ¢. lunatic d. boor

5. The dictator’s knew no limits; soon his illegal seizure of power aroused global criticism.
a. opprobrium b. constraint ¢. megalomania d. predominance

6. The meal of pop, doughnuts, brownies, ice cream, and candy left Jeffrey feeling more than a little

with sugar.
a. surfeited b. disconsolate c. derogatory d. blighted
7. The of girls over boys in the advanced mathematics class represented a major change from the

preceding decade.
a. quandary b. predominance c. antipathy d. depravity

8. “How | long for true excitement,” sighed Rose, “but | fear my life will continue in its dreadfully boring

pattern in this dull, world.”
a. fecund b. astral ¢. sublunary d. urbane
9. The committee members are tired of hearing purely remarks that do not offer any positive

suggestions.
a. territorial b. amoral c. derogatory d. sublunary

10. My dog found himself in a : should he chase the neighbor’s cat or should he eat the juicy hot dog
that fell off the grill?
a. terrace b. quandary C. nonentity d. megalomania

Vocabulary Power Unit3 Test 29



Name Date Class

§ Vocabulary Power continued

Circle the letter of the word that best answers the question.

1. If someone has no interest in basketball, how would he probably feel if the school team advanced to the

district finals?
a. disconsolate b. obstreperous c. oblivious d. amoral

2. Which would you be most likely to find attached to the rear of your house?
a. terrarium b. terrace c. terrestrial d. quagmire

3. To what type of person are the terms “right” and “wrong” meaningless?
a. disconsolate b. amoral c. surfeited d. pithy

4. What characteristic would a miser be showing if he sits all day in a bank vault playing with his stacks of money?
a. irrelevant b. avarice C. constraint d. antipathy

5. Whom would you consult if you wanted information on the solar system?
a. a lunatic b. a malcontent C. an astronomer d. a nonentity

6. Which word describes a giraffe, but not a dolphin?
a. terrestrial b. obstreperous c. irrelevant d. disconsolate

7. If a senator votes for a tax increase while the people she represents are strongly opposed to any tax hikes,

which would she probably receive?
a. avarice b. predominance C. opprobrium d. terrarium

8. If you were a server in a restaurant, which kind of customer would you least like to serve?
a. an obstreperous one ¢. a surfeited one
b. a sublunary one d. a territorial one

9. If Shania is going to plant a vegetable garden, what kind of soil is likely to give her the best yield?
a. blighted soil b. terrestrial soil ¢. fecund soil d. illusory soil

10. What is a soldier-for-hire called?
a. aterrace b. a mercenary c. a tome d. a terrarium
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Lesson 13 Word Usage

Inspiration comes in many forms. The sound of music, a clear blue sky, a thoughtful speech—all of these things
can uplift and energize us. Inspiration often comes unexpectedly, like a gift. But you can also deliberately seek

and find inspiration by exposing yourself to new ideas, people, and experiences. The words in this list relate to
the theme of inspirations.

Word List
adroit grandiose opportune subterranean
enmity inept outlandish whimsical
frivolous ingenious

Synonyms

Each boldfaced vocabulary word is paired with a synonym whose meaning you probably know.
Think of other words related to the synonym and write your ideas. Then, look up the vocabulary
word in a dictionary and write its meaning.

1. opportune : timely

Dictionary definition

2. grandiose : grand

Dictionary definition

3. whimsical : playful

Dictionary definition

4. ingenious : inventive

Dictionary definition

5. outlandish : strange

Dictionary definition

6. subterranean : underground

Dictionary definition

7. enmity : hatred

Dictionary definition

8. frivolous : silly

Dictionary definition

9. inept : clumsy

Dictionary definition

10. adroit ; skillful

Dictionary definition
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EEEEEEE Usage

If the boldfaced word is used correctly in the sentence, write correct above it. If not, draw a line
through the word and write the correct vocabulary word above it.

1. The police officer passed by at an opportune moment because someone had just stolen my backpack.
2. The frivolous house featured sixteen bedrooms, a ballroom, and Italian marble floors in the entry.
3. Instead of feeling enmity for one’s persecutors, the pastor urged patience and understanding.

4. The politician, an adroit campaigner, moved through the crowd, making brief remarks, shaking hands, and
kissing babies.

5. Marcellus came up with the outlandish idea of starting a recycling program in his district.

6. The comedian is known for his grandiose stunts; he once delivered his entire monologue standing on
his head.

7. Claire took a subterranean vacation; she explored several underground caves in Kentucky.
8. The whimsical badminton player apologized for colliding frequently with his partner.
9. Ingenious details are not important when you are being questioned by a lawyer in a court of law.
10. That gift shop sells many inept items; | once purchased an inflatable pickle there.
Sentence Completion
Write the vocabulary word that best completes each sentence.

1. Glen feels at playing soccer because he doesn’t know the rules.

2. This version of The Nutcracker is very happy and

3. They performed the play on a(n) and extravagant scale.
4. She had a very way of spending money on her frequent shopping trips.
5. Anita was very at producing her work efficiently.
6. At an awkward pause in the conversation, there was a(n) knock at the door.
7. Our class created a wonderfully contraption for walking a dog.
8. We had a class trip to the nearby caves where millions of bats live.
9. Sandy is very proud to show her clothes.
10. There is a great between those brothers—they fight all the time!
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Lesson 14 Suffixes That Form Nouns

A suffix is a word ending that can be added to a word or root. Adding a suffix modifies the meaning of the word and
also changes the word's part of speech. For example, the suffixes -ty (-ity) and -ation both mean “state, condition, or
quality.” Adding these suffixes changes the form of the word to a noun. For example the word sincerity (sincere +
ity) means “the quality of being sincere” and preservation (preserve + ation) means “the state of being preserved.”

Word List
laceration obfuscation procrastination propensity
legibility paucity proliferation viability
levitation piety

EXERCISE A Usage

Use the meaning of the suffix and the information given about the base word or root to come up
with a possible meaning for each word. Then, look up the word in a dictionary and write its
definition.

1. Pious means “religious.” Piety might mean

Dictionary definition

2. Legible means “readable.” Legibility might mean

Dictionary definition

3. Viable means “capable of life” or “success.” Viability might mean

Dictionary definition

4. The root pauc means “little” or “few.” Paucity might mean

Dictionary definition

5. The root propend means “to lean.” Propensity might mean

Dictionary definition

6. Procrastinate means “to delay.” Procrastination might mean

Dictionary definition

7. Proliferate means “to multiply.” Proliferation might mean

Dictionary definition

8. Levitate means “to rise” or “float in the air.” Levitation might mean

Dictionary definition

9. Lacerate means “to tear roughly.” Laceration might mean

Dictionary definition

10. Obfuscate means “to confuse.” Obfuscation might mean

Dictionary definition
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DIENGISIZNEE Sentence Completion
Write the vocabulary word that correctly completes each sentence.

1. When food was rationed during the war, there was a(n) of luxuries such as sugar

and coffee.

2. The audience was startled when the singer rose into the air, but | could see that this false
was accomplished using well-concealed ropes.

3. The of mice in the barn is due to the fact that we gave our cat away.

4. The jagged wound on the soldier’s leg was a(n) caused by barbed wire.

5. Because both of the speakers had engaged in , We left the debate still confused about
the issues.

6. Isaiah has a(n) for interrupting others; I've noticed this both in class and in casual
conversation.

7. “The of your homewaork is very poor, “ said the teacher.

8. It is difficult to avoid and actually work over the holidays.

=2 I=NGISI=EOR Clues Matching

Write the vocabulary word that fits each clue.

1. Nuns have plenty of this.

2. A plan that falls flat would not have this.

3. The handwriting of many teachers has this quality.

4. Some students behind in their school work have this habit.

5. You could get one of these playing by broken glass.

6. An explanation by a parent that confuses you.

7. A magician floating an assistant over the audience.

8. When there is an overabundance of books in a library.
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Lesson 15 Prefixes That Show Direction or Position

A prefix is a word part attached at the beginning of a base word or root. Listed below are several prefixes that
show direction or position. Knowing the meaning of these prefixes can help you figure out the meaning of
unfamiliar words.

Prefix Meaning Example Definition

extra- outside, to the outside extracurricular outside the curriculum

inter- between interrupt stop by breaking in between

sub- under, beneath, below subclass group below a class

super- over, above superhuman  exceeding normal human power

trans- across, beyond, through transfer move or carry to a different place

Word List

extrapolate intersperse superficial transcend
extravagant subjugate superfluous transgress
intermediary subservient

DA NGINI=WAN Prefixes

For each word, underline the prefix and list another word you know that contains the prefix. Then,
look up the vocabulary word in a dictionary and write its definition.

1. extravagant

Dictionary definition

2. intermediary

Dictionary definition

3. subjugate

Dictionary definition

4. superficial

Dictionary definition

5. transcend

Dictionary definition

6. extrapolate

Dictionary definition

7. intersperse

Dictionary definition

Vocabulary P