MAIN IDEA

0l apesn

0 The story of Oedipus theKing, a play written by Sophocles is really amazing. This

play has a lot of foreshadowing in it. Heres what happens, Oedipus is king and his city is
suffering from a Truely nasty plague. feople are suffering and dying , so Creon goes and
asks Apollo how Oedipus can save +he city. Apollo says they have to find and punish the
person who killed the lastking. Then Oedipus send for an old man that everybody thinks e
is a profit. This profit +ells Oedipus thot he's the murderer—he says thot Oedipus killed

King Laius.

o The opening sentence does not provide a thesis statement or main idea. The
details provided in the paragraph do not introduce any main idea.

9 The lack of a main idea results in a lapse into unfocused summary, instead
of purposeful elaboration.
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SUPPORTING DETAILS

0l apesn

Sophocles gives lots of clues 4o show that Oedipus mustbe the real
killer All +his is bad but i+ actually gets worse. T +urns out that the guy Oedipus killed
was not only the king of Thebes—the place Oedipus is nowking of The guy was also the
father of Oedipus. Could anything be worse than killing your own father? But +hat isnt all.
After Laius died, after Oedipus killed him, he married his widow Jocasta. During +he play

Oedipus learns that Jocastais ad‘ua”y his mother

o The supporting details are sparse and without purpose. They are mere plot
summary and unrelated to any main idea.
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ORGANIZATION

0l apesn

o ... When Oedipus was young, Apollo fold him thathe would kill his father

and marry his mother This seemed so horrable that Oedipus ran away from his home city, ]

and the people he thought were his parents. It sounded like a good plan for escaping his
fote, right? But it didnt work. The people he stayed away from werent his natural parents,
They just adopted him when he was a baby when his real parents got rid of him, because
they heard he would kill them. But you cant escape your fate in this play-thot seems o

be +he main idea. Oeo(ipus sure couldnt escape his.

o There is no logical development from beginning to end. The topic sentence
of this paragraph has no relation to the opening paragraph.

9 The lack of a solid topic sentence results in poor organization of the
paragraph. Its purpose is unclear.
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COHERENCE

0l apesn

0 AsT said, everybooly is |ooking for the murderer because the god Apo“o says the

awful plague will continve in the city which s Thebes, until thekiller is hunted down and

either killed or sent away from the city. So as time goes on Oeolipus does realize that he
did commit the murder Soplqodes gives lots of clues +o show that Oedipus mustbe the real e
killer:

o No effective relationships between causes and effects are clearly established
in the composition.

9 “So” is a misleading transition. The next sentence continues the plot summary.
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MAIN IDEA

0l apesn

o Sophodes does a great deal of f‘oreshadowing in his ploy Oedipus the King_ Theuse™ |

of this literary device creates suspense and also helps prepare the reader for what is 9

{0 come.

o The opening paragraph is sparse; there is not enough detail leading to the
main idea.

9 The main idea is not sufficiently introduced or well-defined.

9 AODNTHVAdSNVYVHL T3AOIN LN3IANLS
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SUPPORTING DETAILS

0l apesn

Oneinstance of foreshadowing occurs when Creon, brother-in-law of King Oedipus,
returns to the plague-stricken city of Thebes with a message from Apollo. The message ]
is that the plague will continve until a long-ago murder is avenged through thekilling or
the banishment of +he murderer The person who was murdered was Laius, who was king of o

Thebes justbefore Oedipus. Oedipus declares that the guilty person mustbe found and

banished. At +he conclusion of the ploy) the murderer has been discovered and is about +o |
be taken from the city. This occurs justasitwas foreshadowed. The use of

f‘oreslqadowing prepares +he reader for this event This instance of f‘oreslqadowing also

creates suspense—-+the reader wonders who the murderer might be, and whether that

person will be found and punislqed. 9

o The lack of a main idea has reduced the details to plot summary.

9 AODNTHVAdSNVYVHL T3AOIN LN3IANLS

9 The writer attempts to connect the plot details to the main idea.
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ORGANIZATION

0l apesn

...Butas Tiresias foreshadowed at the beginning of +he play,
Oedipus cannot escape his fate. This seems +o be the main theme of the play. This theme
is foreshadowed at the star+t of the play, along with the fact that Oedipus is the
murderer who must be discovered and either killed or banished from Thebes.

o As you can see, foreshadowing is a very important literary fechnique in Oedipus the

King. Without foreshadowing, the play would be much less suspenseful. 9

0 The beginning of this conclusion is ineffective and unrelated to the
preceding line of thought.

9 The conclusion reached in the final sentence is sparse, and it barely
addresses the ideas developed in the essay.

L AODNTHVAdSNVYVHL T3AOIN LN3IANLS
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COHERENCE

0l apesn

0 Who is the murderer? Sophocles uses foreshadowing +o suggest who it might be, but

the reader has to keep reaoling +o find outif this personis +he murderer or not. This

foreshadowing occurs when Oedipus sends for the blind prophet Tiresias. This prophet is
an old man who, agains¥ his will, reveals that Oedipus himself is the one who murdered Laius.
Oedipus reacts to the accusations with rage and scorn. He even makes fun of Tiresias's
blindness and threatens him. Thus, Oedipus can sometimes be cruel and a bully—he isnt

a|ways a wise and caring rulec This examp|e of Foreslnoo(owing heiganrens the dramatic

+ension of the work. 9

o An answer to the initial question would make the paragraph more coherent.

9 This sentence has a misleading transition and is irrelevant in the paragraph.
The sentence makes the writing seem incoherent.
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MAIN IDEA

0l apesn

o Foreslnao(owing is animportant Jreclqnique +hat can |qe|p unif‘y a |i+erary work. In the

Greek drama Oedipus the King, Sophocles uses foreshadowing +o hint at coming events.
The early instances of Foreslqaolovving |qe|p determine the theme and the structure of |
the p|oJr. Other instances of foreslnao(ovving +|r1roug|nou+ the play lnelp +o build suspense 9

and prepare +he reader for events to come.

o The writer clearly introduces the topic and states the main idea of the essay.

9 The opening paragraph is well-stated and elaborates upon the main idea.

6 AODNTHVAdSNVYVHL T3AOIN LN3IANLS
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SUPPORTING DETAILS

0l apesn

o Another examp|e of Foreshadovving occurs when Oedipus summons the blind proplqeﬂ'

Tiresias and forces him +o io(evﬁ'ify the murderer of Laius: itis Oedipus him5e|f0edipus is

shocked and enraged by Tiresias's accusation, and he threatens and reviles the old man.
Tiresias insists that he is telling the truth howeves and warns Oedipus that soon he will
learn the horrifying facts about his marriage. The entire play thanbecomes a sort of

ancient detective S“'O(‘)/) in which Oedipus examines witnesses and follows clues o

determine the truth.

o The purpose of the elaboration is explained, and it clearly supports the
main idea.

9 The writer compares the plot to a detective story. This comparison is an
effective explanatory detail.
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ORGANIZATION

0l apesn

o Thus, foreshadowing is critical in This Greek drama. It helps +o unify +he work and ]

heightens its dramatic +ension. Foreshadowing also provides a plot line, prepares the 6

reader for future events, and highlights the play's central theme,

o The beginning of the paragraph is focused and refers back to the main idea
in a logical way.

9 The conclusion unifies the essay.
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COHERENCE

0l apesn

o In addition fo advancing and unifying the plot, foreshadowing highlights the central

+heme of the play: the impossibi|i+y of avoiding ones fate. This themeis foreshadowed
early in the p|ay) when Tiresias tells Oedipus that he cannot escape his fate. As the p|ay 9

progresses, the reader learns about events that prove Tiresias is correct.

o This transitional phrase purposefully connects the paragraph to the previous
paragraph.

9 The writer logically traces incidents in the play to support the main idea.
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MAIN IDEA

0l apesn

© iy is it that inapresidential election, only slightly weore than half of all. eligible
voters tn the United States acmalé/ go to the polls on election day? This record, ofpoor
turnout does not indicate that Wﬂ& numbers zy‘Amerécam do not support thedr system

of qovernment; i fact, public opinion surveys indicate that the opposite is true. In my
opinion, many Americans do not vote because they believe their vote is unimportant. e

o The writer introduces the topic of the essay and the main idea by asking a
provocative question.

9 The writer states the main idea by offering a clear argument.
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SUPPORTING DETAILS

0l apesn

.. . the prevailing idea being that a person who could not hold a
marriage together could not hold a nation together. Although most Americans no
Zor%er /w[d/mc/puwwr,po&tmécwm and, the media who cover them, are still
paying too much attention to private rather than public lives. Political advertisements o
that contain soft music, scenes of domestic bliss, and homespun slogans, are designed to

enhance a candidate’s image as someone who (s “just like us.” However, most voters
know-that many candidates /mckjrowcd/: do not match these images. T/Lm’for&, many people
become discouraged, about getting any real information on real issues. What difference

does it make if a candidate has cute children or wears flannel shivts?

o The response provides specific, relevant details to support ideas.

9 The writer provides a visual image of political advertising.
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ORGANIZATION

0l apesn

In my opinion, many Americans do not vote because t/wy believe their vote is unimportant.™]
Two causes seem the most likely reasons for voter apathy: (1) many people feel

overwhelmed by big, impersonal government, and (2) many have become cynical o
about per;onalo'tyffocmeoé vather than o'sm&ﬁcmed/, politics.

o By stating the two supporting reasons at the end of the first paragraph, the
writer introduces a clear organizational pattern for the entire essay.
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0l apesn
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COHERENCE

T/L\g/ [Mefer to vemain stlent vather than rpea/c and be Lj//wrw(/. In addition, o —

the complexity of government étseé‘md/ of its electoral system disconrages people from
Wsmm tkad%‘ermwt/wér votes mej/atma/ca, .%[amalé/ at a national level.
Small wonder, then, that these people see no purpose in casting thedr ballots.

o The writer uses transitions that move smoothly, illustrating a previous
argument fully.

9 The writer uses focused and clearly stated sentences that connect the
details to the main idea.
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MAIN IDEA

0l apesn

Serving as a class officer is a one-person task; however; getting elected takes some |

|ne|p. T learned that lesson over the course of +wo election campaigns—ﬂqe first one was 0

disastrous, but the second was much more successful.

o The writer clearly states the main idea of the essay. The main idea relates
directly to the prompt.
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SUPPORTING DETAILS

0l apesn

The night before the sign-up deadline, my older sistes Gabriela, came into my room. ™|
"I didn*t see your name on the tenth-grade slate; she said.
“No, you certainly did not; I responded.

“Youre running, Hnouglq? she announced clneerily,

“Tamnot One lnumilioJring defeatis enouglﬁ.“

Yes, you are. I signed you up.“

0 The writer incorporates an interesting narrative to develop and support the
main idea. The details of the dialogue sufficiently explain its purpose.
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ORGANIZATION

0l apesn

Youve probably guesseol by now that T won the election. What did T learn from +his ™
experience? T learned that Q|Jr|qou9|q we must take individual responsibi|i+y for reaclning
our goals, we sometimes need the help of others. I am working hard o be a great class o

+reasurer | knovv) lnovveveg +hat I never could have won +he election without +he lqe|p of my

sisTer who unseWisHy devoted her time and her +alents +o |qe|ping me reach my 9oo|. 9 |

0 In the final paragraph, the writer logically summarizes the main points of
the essay.

9 The final sentence refers to the introduction and brings the essay to a
satisfying close.
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COHERENCE

0l apesn

o The next thing T knew, Gabriela was sitting at the computes creating a snappy

design for a campaign flyer When she was finished with the flyer she started fo design a

campaign button. Lucki|y) Dad had given her a whole box of buttons lef+ over from a

convention. Here was her plan: she would create the button design on the computer and ]

then print out the olesign on |arge adhesive labels. Fina”y) wed cut out the designs and e

stick them onto the buttons. Just like that, T would have my own custom campaign

buttons!

o The writer uses a clear sequence of events to illustrate the action in the
narrative.

9 The writer uses smooth transitional words to construct a coherent narrative
and explain its purpose.
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MAIN IDEA

0l apesn

0 Safe roads are everyones concern, and I doubt that anyone would oppose

reasonable measures o enhance traffic safety. Thus, the motivation behind Bill 3479 is

admirable: +o keep young offending drivers of f the roads after dark and to ensure that an

adult driver accompanies them during daylight hours. However; as a young driver; T must ™|

urge you Yo vote against this bill for two reasons. First; the bill prejudicially +argets one
portion of +the population for unusually harsh punishment. Second, +he bill will make i+ 9

difficult or even impossible for many students o hold part-time jobs and participate in

extracurricular activities.

o The writer effectively introduces the topic of the essay.

9 The writer clearly states a position on the issue and introduces support
for this position.
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SUPPORTING DETAILS

0l apesn

Some people will argue that special rules and restrictions should apply o younger
drivers, since They lack the experience and judgment of older drivers. Buthow will younger
drivers ever gain the experience and judgment they need if they arent allowed +o drive byo
themselves? If Mom or Dad is always in the car playing the role of “back-seat-driver; how

will a young person ever learn +o function independenﬂy outon the road? Laws Q|reaoly

exist to restrict, suspend) or revoke the license of any driverwho is +ru|y reckless or a
threatto pubhc smpeer) regardless of his or her age. Le¥'s enforce the laws that o|reooly
existin the state. Lets not start passing new laws that discriminate against drivers 9

under the age of eiganreen—sucln laws are simp|y not fair

o The writer asks two rhetorical questions to support the main idea.
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9 The writer addresses the audience’s concerns and effectively argues that
another solution is preferable.
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ORGANIZATION

0l apesn

The holder of a restricted license would be allowed to drive only when
accompanied by an adul licensed driver:Furthermore, the proposedbill states a young
person with a restricted license cannot drive ot all after sundown. This bill clearly o

discriminates against the younges+ drivers; dont licensed drivers over the age of eighteen

also commit moving violations? Yet no one is suggesting that Jrlqey beissved restricted

licenses. Thereis no evidence to indicate that speeding or running a red |iglq+ presentsa

greater danger to public safe*‘y when the driver is under the age of eigWreen. Peop|e cane

be safe drivers or reckless ones, regardless of +heir age; they dont automatically

become better drivers once ‘quy reach the age of eiglfnJreen, Therefore) thesame rules

should apply +o drivers of all ages.

0 The writer introduces and then develops the primary objection to
Bill 347.9.
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9 The essay logically develops a focused argument.
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0l apesn

uj ‘satuedwo) [[IH-MeIDO 3yl O ybriAdod

COHERENCE

Many parents are not available to drive students to and from work; thus, o

anyone with a restricted license cannot hold a job, unless he or she can walk +o work, get a

ride, or use pubhc transportation. In situations in which these options do not exist; or are

not considered safe, many students will be forced o quit their jobs. Similar problems arise
when students are unable o drive to and from extracurricular activities, such as music

lessons, sports feam practices, and games.

0 The transition “thus” points out the cause and effect relationship between
the two parts of the sentence. It shows how the ideas in each part are
related.

9 The writer uses repetition to argue that the restrictions would cause
multiple, unnecessary difficulties.
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