MAIN IDEA

g apean

o Sgueaky is a character that changes in a story with the title

Ragmond S Run. I U\ougkt t was a gooo/ story because Sgueakg a(uoags

tells you what she’s thinking and isn’t phoney. She’s net spoiled either
she has a big job on her hands because she takes care of her

brother Raymond who has a handicapp and needs her alot. A real 9
tuff persen and pretty funny too. The way she describes her (ife
and the people she knows made me laugh. Dorn’t mess with Squeaky

because yolll be sorry £ you do.

o The writer attempts to respond to the prompt and identify the thesis of
the composition.

9 The main idea is not supported in the first paragraph.
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SUPPORTING DETAILS

g apean

o Squeaky (ke other people throughout ((fe are changing so much

because they have new experiences that make the way they see things

different. Taking care of her brother Raymond changes Sgueaky

because she dont want anyone to hurt his feelings. Squeaky (ikes to

be a winner and who can blame her. She wants to beat everyone in

the big race because she works hard to be the most fastest runner
around. She wants to be the best and gets a little mad at a girl in
the story. She’s gooo/ runner too so magbe Sgueakg (s jealous or
worried that she could win the race instead. Sgueaky likes this girl @)

better at the end of story because Sgueaky is in first place and the

other one just comes in second.

o The writer includes ideas that relate to the thesis.

9 The writer provides some details to support his or her ideas; however this
paragraph is confusing. Some of the details are inaccurate.
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ORGANIZATION

g apean

Raymond changes in the story and Squeaky changes right along
with him. Bt first you think Sgueaky is the only runner in the family
o but later on you find out that Raymend could be a pretty good r'unner'e
hisself with Squeaky acting as his coach. So a brother and sister

c}\.ange, the way U\eg see other pe,op(e and themselves.

o The conclusion doesn’t follow the rest of the essay. The writer introduces
new information.

9 The final paragraph does not relate to the main idea. It focuses on the
changes of Raymond and Squeaky, rather than just Squeaky. It does not
summarize the main points of the essay.
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COHERENCE

g apean

.. . because she den’t want anyone to hurt his feelings. Squeaky likes to
be a winner and who can blame her. She wants to beat everyone in
the big race because she works hard to be the most fastest runner
around. She wants to be the best and gets a little mad at a girl in
the story. She’s gooo/ runner too so magbe Sgueakg (s jealous or o

worried that she could win the race instead. Sgueakg (tkes this gir‘(

better at the end of story because Sgueaky is in first place and the

other one just comes in second. This is a change Sgueaky has that

makes her a better person because new she mi.g/tt even be freinds

oith the girl. €

o The paragraph lacks effective transitions. The pronoun reference is
confusing at times.

9 The writer attempts to demonstrate how the details support and explain the
topic of the composition, but the paragraph lacks focus.
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MAIN IDEA

g apean

I r‘ea((g ((ke stories that tell about characters who learn new
tkings about themselves and ckange for the better. Ragmond ’s Run was
one of these stories. I wish more people I know would change (ike o

Squeaky did, becoming more honest and more understanding of others

(tke people should be. e

0 This paragraph needs to be more focused towards the main idea.

9 The writer does not clearly identify the thesis of the composition. This
sentence suggests that the essay is about the need for people to change,
rather than about Squeaky’s change.
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SUPPORTING DETAILS

g apean

0 It is the fifty-yard dash that changes Squeaky. During the race ]

she becomes aware of Ragmond s own race. She sees him runncng

outside the fence. Winning the race makes Squeaky a different person.
Her views of others has changed. She smiles a smile of respect to her
opponent Gretchen, and she even considers the idea of Gretchen as ane
assistant coach for Raymond. During the race, watching Raymend run
along the side, Squeaky decided to coach him to run. Mo longer does

Raymeond have to be simply in her care because new she is able to

see him as /taw:ng a fuller (fe.

o The writer includes ideas that relate to the thesis.

9 The writer provides details to support his or her ideas, though the essay
would be improved if the writer used less plot summary.
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ORGANIZATION

g apean

o In conc(usion, the recognction and pr‘ic'/e, of wenneng the race makes™

©

Squeaky become more grown _up. She now Anows herself better. She can

be do well at other tkings besides runncng and discovers new ways to

impr‘ove, herself and make t/xings better for her brother too.

o The conclusion logically follows the previous paragraph, summarizing the
effects of the race on Squeaky.

9 The final paragraph refers to the writer’s main idea, but does not summarize
the main points of the essay.
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COHERENCE

g apean

0 Sgueakg (s a gir‘( (iving in Harlem. She doesn’t have to do cheres |

or work for extra spending money. She just cares for Raymond, which

(s her main responsability. Ragmond (s her bigger and older brother.
She thinks of him as her (ittle brother tkougk because Ragmand 9

relies on her. Sgueakg (s sensitive about Ragmono/ s differences. He

has a (ar'ge, head and (s menta((g hand icappe,c/ , So that (s .o}ua( he

seems (ke a younger brother.

0 The writer does not demonstrate how the details support and explain the
topic of the composition.

9 The paragraph lacks effective transitions.
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MAIN IDEA

g apean

Squeaky, the young narrater of “Raymond’s Run®® by Tony Cad e |
Bambara, changes over the course of the story. I'n her Harlem
neighborhood, Squeaky has earned a reputation as a champion runner
who takes great pr‘io'e, n her spe,ec/. Competing n the big mag Dag o
race has a major impact on her. T his event alters how Squeaky views

e herself, her mentally handicapped brother, Ragmonc/ , and her main

rival , Gretchen.

0 The main idea is focused and well-supported in the first paragraph.

9 The writer clearly identifies the thesis of the composition.
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SUPPORTING DETAILS

g apean

o Competing in the May Day race changes Squeaky’s social relation-

ships as well as her family relationships. After the race, she seems

more likely to make friends with other girls, especially Gretchen,
Squeaky’s most challenging competitor. Squeaky no longer treats
Gretchen rudely and criticizes her. I nstead, Sgueaky recognizes e
Gretchen’s athletic skills, gains respect for her, and gives her a warm,
stncere smile. Squeaky wonders (f Gretchen weould (ike to help coach
Ragmond too, which (s Squeaky’s way of paying Gretchen a very high

compliment.

0 The writer includes ideas that support and explain the thesis.

9 The writer provides specific, relevant details to support the ideas.
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ORGANIZATION

g apean

The May Day race is a turning point in Sgueaky’s (ife. o She |
discovers new sides of herself , her br‘oﬁker‘, and Gretchen. T hese e

c/xange,s transform chueakg tnto a more mature young gir‘( with a

greater awareness of her own and other pesple’s talents.

o The concluding paragraph returns to the main idea by providing a summary
of Squeaky’s changes.

9 The writer’s conclusion provides a logical ending to the essay.
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COHERENCE

g apean

Early in the story, Squeaky anncunces, “I run. That is what I am |

all about? However‘! 0 atter the Mag Dag race ts over, chueakg)s self-

image broadens. She sees herself as more than just a budding track
star and begins to consider other talents she might develop. For

example, she thinks abeut taking piane lessons, studying mere, and e
winning a spelling bee. Because Squeaky is a champion at heart, she

feels confident that she can succeed in other arcas of her ((fe and

.oe(comes new C}\a( ( enges.

o The writer uses transitions effectively.

e The writer clearly demonstrates how the details support and explain the
topic of the composition.
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MAIN IDEA

g apean

o My faverite style of music (s classic rock. I grew up listening to

my parents’ collection of rock-and-rell records and tapes from the
sixties and seventies, but I did not become a real fan untd I was

in sixth grade and received a Led Zeppelin CD for my bir‘ékc/ag._l_ ]
especially enjoy the loud, pounding rhythms of the instruments that

alse make classic rock great dance music. I (ike to listen c(ose,(g toe

the words of classie r‘ock, too, because there (s such a wide range

of wonderful song (gr‘ics.

o The writer clearly responds to the prompt and states the subject matter.

9 The writer focuses on the main idea while responding to the prompt.
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SUPPORTING DETAILS

g apean

o T hese rhythms make classic reck terrific dance music. Depending™
on the beat, I can dance $fast or slow. Sometimes I blast the CD

player and dance alone in my reom. I might jump up and dewn er

shake all over. I also make up a dance in which I’m playing the “air
guitar® For example, as I listen to the Rolling Stenes, I pretend e
Im Mick Jagger strumming an invisible electric guitar and strutting

across the reom. Then I switch reles and tmagine Dm the dr‘ummar‘,

striking my fingers (ike drumsticks on any hard surface I can find.

o The reasons given are appropriate for the position taken.

9 The details are specific, well-supported, and clearly articulated.
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ORGANIZATION

g apean

o I'n conclusion, classic rock is my faverite kind of music for three™

main reasens. F wrst, no other stg(e of music can match the exccting

r’/tgt}\ms and sounds of instruments such as the electric guctar and the

©

drums. Second , classic reck (s excellent music for C/ancing. T hird ,

the song lyrics help me understand the past as well as my own

-pee,(éngs and situations.

o The writer restates the thesis in the conclusion.

9 The conclusion summarizes the main points of the composition.
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COHERENCE

g apean

F ina((g, I pr‘e,-?e,r‘ classic rock because of the great song (gr‘ics. o

Seome (gnics teach a kistoﬂg (esson because U\.eg comment about
important issues of the 19G0s and the 1A70s. For example, Marvin 9

Gage)s song CUWhat’s Going On» sends a personal message about the

V ietnam War and the civil r‘igkts movement. Other (gr‘écs are about
subjects, such as boy—girl relationships, that stdl concern teenagers
tcodag. F or e,xamp(e,, the words to led Ze,ppe,(in)s song “Staimoag to

Heaven™ remind me of a love poem.

o The reasons are clearly linked to the main point.

9 The writer uses connectives effectively.
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MAIN IDEA

g apean

quouglq cars are very usefuL Jrlqey can also be unsafe, N\any peop|e are injured in car 0

accidents each year._ﬁ”offic reporJrers on the morning news describe the daily “Fender

benders and other car accidents that can result in injuries. Many serious injuries could be 9

prevented, however if people always wore their seatbelts.

o The writer states the problem concisely.

9 The writer offers a reasonable solution.
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SUPPORTING DETAILS

g apean

Car manufacturers especially could take steps +o make this solution more effective.™]
For example, most cars make a soft warning sound +o alert the driver and passengers +hat
the seatbelts are not being used. After a short while though, the warning sound goes of f
automatically even if +the driver has not put on a seat belt I propose that car manufac- o
turers fake a bolder step. They should invent some kind of electronic device that freezes
the steering wheel of +the car until the driver puts on a seat belt. This safety feature
could save many lives. e

o The writer provides sufficient details to explain the proposed solution.

9 The writer provides relevant reasons to support the solution.
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g apean
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ORGANIZATION

Un{‘or‘\'uerel% the prob|em of people suffering injuries in car accidents will never

disappear enfirely. However; people can turn +o a simple solution +o help reduce the number

9 of injuries: wear seat belts. With new technology installed in cars and the help of +he

police, more and more people in the future will buckle up.

o The last paragraph sums up the essay.

9 The last paragraph restates the problem and solution.
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COHERENCE

g apean

A pubhc smpe‘%y ad I watched on television c‘eor|y shows what lqappens when peop|e_
dont buckle up their seat belts. Picture this scene. A Famﬂy of crash dummies are riding in
a carNot oneis wearing a seat belt The crash dummy in the drivers seat suddenly slams

on the brakes and hits the back of another car The impact throws the crash dummies o
around The car and the one in the front seat hits the windshield. Another flies half way
out of the window. Then the announcer says, “Dontbe a dummy, Buckle up” The message of

+he advertisement is clear The smar+t solution for reolucing the number of injuries cavsed

by car accidents is o wear a seat belt e

o The solution clearly follows a thoughtful analysis of the problem.

9 The writer achieves coherence through the use of a variety of sentence
structures.
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MAIN IDEA

g apean

o One, of WLY MLPPE@,S% moments woes wﬁml scoveof the, w[vm[m? 2004 M our soccevr fuxjue,

chompionship tournament lost jeo. MT teom, the Strikers was PfOLYM? OL?OLMS% the CTO{ mes.

We oluoys ployed kool tobeot the Cyelones, but we were especially antious 1o win this time.
The CYafome,s hoof beoten us for the (e,au?u@ chompionship the feor before. Also, April F erguson,

their center-holf hod mce,m%{T 6(,1{% our teoum o P{OLT for the. CTa{on@s becouse she %MujM

%Aq weve o better teom thon the Stvikevs weve.

o The writer identifies the underlying theme or point of the story. The theme
relates directly to the prompt.

9 The writer clearly explains the significance of the event.
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SUPPORTING DETAILS

g apean

Number 1 is HYM? Adown mid ficld. She must hove wmﬁs o hev feet. She's in ]
aomp/ ete contvol of the ball as she moves towosrd the siolelines. The CYa!omer
defense must howe shut ofown. Ao one con s%op ke Mo one. con breok Numbeyv 11's
poce. Now she's heol En;, towoorof the ﬂo,oaf. The clock is %Eakiwﬁ Theve's (M{Y 1 minute

left in the gome. The jo&f—k@q)u feels the pressure os Number 11 ofvous bocok

e hev fe,ﬁ ool kicks the bodl with eredible force. The 2ooaff<e,e,fpe,r s wauv[m? hev

hounols wilof {Y 0s she tries to block the kick aom[n? oct hev like o vocket. Number 11

s00ves! /\/umloe,\f 11 scovres!

o The writer uses a fast-paced narrative to engage the reader.

e The writer uses sensory details to evoke a mood and set the scene so that it
is easily imaginable. The supporting details bring the reader into the event
by building suspense and excitement.
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ORGANIZATION

g apean

1t was one of the happiest times of my life. Thot ?oaf won the g0me, ondl the, chompion- ]
9 ship, for the Strikers. Everyone woes akcu[mﬂa,. April even eome over 1o S0, “Gooof ﬁamc’”i o

pinneol my number 11 jevsey on my bulletin boovol o vemined me of my proud, koppy moment.

o The conclusion establishes a sense of ending, wrapping up the feelings
of the essay.

9 The writer presents a realistic, fluent progression of events.
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COHERENCE

g apean

With (MrT about oo minute left 4o plovy the score wees tied. Then our left forwovd ot the ™

borll onel passed it to Beth §uo(0(e,m{Y) o April seemedl to come from nowhere and stole the
borll from Beth. April be,jowl to b\r[m7 the bodl olown the field, but then I souw 2 chonce. [ a0t
the, ball oo from ke, ook control for our teom, anol headed book up the field.

o The writer uses transitional devices to direct the reader’s thoughts.

9 The writer clearly establishes the sequence of events.
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MAIN IDEA

g apean

o Tam against ivﬁ‘roducing a new dress code po|icy) especia“y +he ban on blue jeans and |

sneakers. Blue jeans and sneakers are popular with students for practical reasons. Jeans
dont wear out quickly and are easy to clean. Each student needs only a few pairs of

jeans, which can easily be thrown in the washing machine. Sneakers are also more prac- 9
tical because they are sturdier than dress shoes and provide better support for the

feet: In addition, sneakers are safer because they have rubber soles that will prevent

students from slipping on the slick tile floors and cement stairways inmy school.

o The writer clearly states his or her position.

9 The writer focuses on the main idea throughout the composition.
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SUPPORTING DETAILS

g apean

Tam against ivﬁ‘roducing a new dress code po|icy) especia“y +he ban on blue jeans and |
sneakers. Blue jeans and sneakers are popular with students for pchrica| reasons. Jeans

o dont wear out quicldy and are easy to clean. Each student needs on|y a few pairs of

jeans, which can easily be thrown in the washing machine. Sneakers are also more prac 9

o tical because Jrlney are sturdier than dress shoes and provide better support for the

feet: In addition, sneakers are safer because they have rubber soles that will prevent

students from slipping on the slick tile floors and cement stairways inmy school.

o The writer provides two strong reasons to support his or her position.

9 The writer supports his or her reasons with details and facts that are
appropriate and clearly articulated.
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ORGANIZATION

g apean

o Tn a debate two opposing feams presen+ their arguments for or againsta certain |

issue. As youread this letterimagine a debate that centers on whether or not my school
should have a dress code for students. The guidehnes of the proposed dress code are e

strict No sneakers or jeans canbe worn at school. Girls must wear skirts and dresses,

and boys must wear dress pants.

0 The writer uses an original approach to begin the essay.

9 The initial paragraph, by explaining the subject and organizational strategy
of the essay, is an effective and logical introduction.
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COHERENCE

g apean

The principal of my schoolis for the dress code. o These are two of the reasons he |

would probably give +o support his argument: First, the new dress code policy will help

prepare students for the real world. Well-dressed students will behave more like grown-ups
going o a job. As a result students will get down +o the business of learning; they Il work 9
harder and receive higher grades. Second, the dress code will build students self-respect

because they llbe so proud of their appearance. Therefore, they will respect teachers

and other students more and will be less |i|<e|y fo ﬁgH or disrup+ the class.

0 The writer anticipates opposing arguments and addresses them successfully
and thoroughly. The writer uses persuasive language effectively to make his
or her point.

9 The sentences are logically connected.
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