
The Nature of Science

Researching the area around an active volcano requires special 
precautions. High temperatures and gases like sulfur dioxide make
this a hostile environment, but the safety suit enables the scientist to
collect data.

Dress for the OccasionSection Focus
Transparency11

1. What are some other hostile environments that scientists explore?

2. What special equipment helps this scientist gather information?

3. How might work in a laboratory compare with work in the field?
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The Nature of Science

These are the remains of the Vasa, the largest warship of its time.
Due to improper testing, it sank on its maiden voyage in 1625. In
1961, the ship was salvaged and a museum built to house it.

Did we skip a step?Section Focus
Transparency22

1. Prior to the Vasa’s maiden voyage an admiral ordered a test for
stability. The ship failed the test, but the admiral kept the result a
secret. What would a scientist have done with this result?

2. How could you test a new ship design without actually building
the ship?C
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The Nature of Science

Scientists often need help to visualize and understand everyday
events. In the example below, scientists are using a computer to view
and analyze movement.

Connect the DotsSection Focus
Transparency33

1. How might this type of computer program be used?

2. What activity or movement would you be interested in seeing on a
computer like this?
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water with 
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