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Chapter 27 – Section 3
Human Rights


Male Reporter: Welcome to China, where having police block your shot or detain you, has long been part of a day’s work for a foreign journalist. China had promised this kind of harassment would change. After they won the 2008 Olympics, they apparently forget their promise. 
I want to know why that promise is not being kept?
Chinese Speaker
Male Reporter: Freedom is not absolute, he says, you have to obey our rules. Like most longtime foreign journalist, we have seen it firsthand in our reporting from China. Police who stopped us doing an interview in Beijing and then confiscated our tape.   
But we don’t need to go any farther than the computers in our Beijing office to see the effects of the clampdown. Good old search engine like Google, which has a server in the country, type in something controversial like Democracy in China, when you go to the links, the government has them blocked.
To many journalists, the worst case involves Zhou Yon a researcher for the New York Times arrested a year ago and still in prison for allegedly leaking state secrets. So far the Chinese have offered no details. 
Male Speaker: If it is aimed at scaring the New York Times and into reporting less aggressively in China, that is not going to happen.
Male Reporter: The 2008 Olympics will let the world see the new China, but as far as that promise of press freedom, China is still handling the media the old fashioned way.
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