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Chapter 14 – Section 3
Government Finances

Female Narrator: It’s late afternoon in Maricopa, Arizona, the picture perfect time for the annual homecoming parade, in this place that more and more people are calling home. That’s Kelly Anderson, the only mayor this three year old city has ever had.  Anderson has lived here all his life, now running the farm his grandfather first owned.

When you look in back there none of that was there before?
Male Speaker #1: No, six months ago there wasn’t a house there. 
Female Narrator: And when you were in kid?

Male Speaker #1: When I was a kid, there weren’t any houses and I rode my bike through that area, and we had a fishing pond on the north end of the farm and life was good, it’s good now.

Female Narrator: What’s happening here in Maricopa is happening in much of the country in what is a population surge.

There are one million new residents every four months. The census bureau predicts we’ll reach 300 million people sometime the week of October 16th. We are the fastest growing nation in the industrialized world, only China and India have more people.

Female Speaker: We have never had, in America, where we had so many people consuming so many natural resources with so much environmental impact.

Female Narrator: Vicky Marcum, of the Center for Environment and Population says, Americans are making a deep, damaging, ecological imprint on the environment.

Female Speaker: When you take all the Americans, our everyday actions do cause there to be an imprint, just like when you have an imprint of your foot on the beach it is not without effect.

Female Narrator: Densely populated coastal regions, urban sprawl, more cars, they all cause climate changes and place increased demands on resources like energy and water.

Female Speaker: We are reaching ecological limits to some degree already in the country there is evidence of it and those are warning signals.

Female Narrator: Demographer William Frey has a more optimistic outlook.

Male Speaker #2: Population growth per se, is not the cause for lot of environmental degradation. We do consume a lot in this county, they may be able to, we may be able to put the brakes on that.

Female Narrator: Frey says even 400 million people, which he predicts we’ll reach in 2043, is manageable.

Male Speaker #3: I think we are much better equipped in this country because of our wealth, because of our scientific prowess, and just because of all the land and resources we have here, to enable that kind of growth.
Female Narrator: So it’s not doom and gloom as far as you are concerned? 
Male Speaker #3: No I don’t think its doom and gloom.
Female Narrator: Farmer, Mayor Anderson of Maricopa is banking on that.

Male Speaker #1: You plant a seed, whether it’s a cotton seed or a flower seed, you plant the seed of economic growth or prosperity and it’s another way to look at farming
*****

PAGE  
1
Content Provided by BBC Motion Gallery

