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Chapter 2 – Section 4 
Human-Environment Interaction


Female Speaker: The United Nations report says we are causing concentrations of greenhouse gases to reach unprecedented levels. Its best estimates says that by the end of this century, temperatures will rise by between 1.8ºC and 4ºC and could rise by as much as 6.4ºC, if all the uncertainties are included. The projected warming will increase the frequency of droughts, heat waves, heavy rainfall and storminess. We can expect a slow rise in sea levels from 18 to 59 centimeters. These UN reports come out every six years or so, but this one focuses much more on the regional impacts of climate change, so it should make it easier for politicians to argue the national case for action. It is grim reading, but the scientists aren’t saying it is too late, they are optimistic; we can all make the necessary changes, such as finding new ways to generate and use energy.   
Male Speaker: Clearly society faces huge challenges from climate change. God forbid that we fail to meet those challenges.
Female Speaker: The closest the world has to a plan to deal with climate change is the Kyoto protocol, but that runs out in five years time, so the governments who signed up to today’s report must knuckle down and sort out what comes next. Old polluters like the US, and new ones like China and India must be included. Everything is pointing to a warmer world and the lives of millions of people are at risk.  
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