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Chapter 5 – Section 2
Cultures and Lifestyles – North Africa, Southwest Asia, and Central Asia


Female Speaker #1: Lying in the Arabian Gulf, fabled home of Sinbad the Sailor and the Queen of Sheba, a prime source of the world’s frankincense, a place of towering mountains and lush oasis, ancient forts and glittering mosques and a place where bottled water costs more than petrol. Oil revenues have transformed Oman, but religion is still at the core of people’s every day lives. Most Omani’s follow the Ibadi form of Islam and its center is the capital’s extraordinary Grand Mosque.

I visited some incredible places that have been built to celebrate people’s beliefs.  This has got to be one of the most beautiful.

Non-Muslims are welcome to visit the mosque in the morning and whatever your religion, you can marvel at the impressive eight ton chandelier, or the world’s largest hand woven carpet. The Grand Mosque is the most incredible building, I mean just the scale of it, and from the outside, you know, the architecture is beautiful. This is a country proud of its 6,000 year history and proud of its traditions. Cultural displays like this are a regular event at Muscat’s Bait Al Zubair museum which celebrates Omani’s skills arts and crafts.
Female Speaker #2: This is actually a restore townhouse and this is the madulis or sitting room that we are sitting in. The madulis is a very important room because it’s where you entertain your visitors, and you offer them traditional hospitality. Leila works in the saloon where often she can spend the whole day doing this on ladies who are getting ready for weddings and celebrations and things.
Female Speaker #1: Muscat was once a center of a great trading empire that stretched south down the African coast to Zanzibar. Fortunes were made from dates, spices, copper and silver.
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