PAGE  
1
Chapter 6 – Section 1
North Africa


Male Speaker: Morocco or in Arabic Al-Maghrib Al-Aqsa means land of the setting sun. Our journey through Morocco took us from east to west, into busy towns, past crumbling Kasbahs, or ancient walled cities, from mountains, to deserts.
Female Speaker: Even though it’s two thirds larger than the U.K. only about 28 million people live here, so there is plenty of open space and mile upon mile of sand.
Male Speaker: Nearly half of the population here are Berber people.

Female Speaker: Although it’s not really a written language many people speak it.  So…

Male Speaker: France occupied Morocco for 44 years. Universities teach in French and most business deals are done in French.  So…Bon Jour
Female Speaker:  But the official language of Morocco is Arabic so..Assalam alaikum.
Male Speaker: This is a rural siekh about an hour outside the city of Marrakech. Now apart from the fact that a lot of routes from family homes to siekhs are unsuitable for vehicles, animals are much cheaper to buy and run. Costing around 250 times less then a truck like this.  They are strong and they are practical until they get ill that is.
Ali Baduid is a veterinary nurse with SPARNA, the Society for the Protection of Animals abroad, and this is one of their mobile clinics, which visits all the siekhs around Marrakech. All care is offered free to any donkey or mule owner who brings their animal along. There is never a shortage of four legged patients so they can always do with a helping hand.
Male Speaker: So get it round here?
Male Speaker: Yes.
Male Speaker: What are you actually doing here?
Male Speaker: Yes I am grating the teeth, because we are found it very sharp outside. If there is sharp I will rasp them. Okay.
Male Speaker: Okay, alright. Hold steady old boy.
Male Speaker: Okay, that’s good.

Male Speaker: Routine teeth filing is far less painful then what our next customer was going through.
Male Speaker: It just looks unbelievably sore. Just a massive open sore, it’s horrific (OVERLAPPING).
Male Speaker: From that saddle.

Male Speaker: The vets had seen saddle sores like this before and they had an ingenious solution.
Male Speaker: If you are wondering what this strange looking cushion type thing is it’s a donut bandage. Now the idea is that the owner sews this to the saddle in exactly the area that will sit over the wound and then as the saddle sits across the donkey it creates an area all around the wound, that allows it to heal, and also stops the saddle digging in anymore.
Male Speaker: Our next patient’s leg had been tethered with a rope that was too thin.
Male Speaker: Have a look just down there on its leg, you can see the mark there that is really, really dug in. You are able to treat that?
Male Speaker: Yes, I am going to treat that. It’s alright. Shaving around the wound that makes it easy to clean?
Male Speaker: Yes it’s easy.
Male Speaker: Okay.
Male Speaker: Is that antiseptic?
Male Speaker: Yeah, it’s antiseptic.
Male Speaker: That’s the solution of the problem.
Male Speaker: Right so if he uses that, you won’t see him again.
That’s one of the great things about this clinic, it’s not just about treating the wounds and helping ill animals, it’s also about educating the people who own them to treat them better so that hopefully they won’t be back here again in a few weeks.

Male Speaker: Although most of the donkey’s and mules that are brought to the clinic can be treated on the spot unfortunately a few of them have to go into hospital to be treated and this fellow here is going to need to go in for two weeks. As you can see he is very, very thin. He is weak and also he is covered in quite a few sores. Now this is the, owner, how long have you had this donkey?
Male Speaker: (OVERLAPPING) about five years ago. He said he use it for every thing, like the water, take it to the salt…..
Male Speaker: How is he going to cope then if the donkey is taken away for two weeks? 
(UNKNOWN LANGUAGE)
Male Speaker: See he was told no working, no doing nothing.
Male Speaker: So he cannot work, he cannot earn a living. So what’s the answer?

Male Speaker: We have a donkey it’s called Harold and we give it to him for two weeks or it depends how long we take the donkey to the hospital.
Male Speaker: That is a fantastic idea.
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