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Chapter 7 – Section 2
Climate Regions – Africa South of the Sahara


Male Narrator: Sunrise over the equator and the African rainforest wakes, from Uganda in the east, to Sierra Leone in the west, it is a great belt of green. It spans the continent for five and a half thousand kilometers. More light, more heat, more water than anywhere in Africa, perfect for plants and they have completely taken over, an endless sea of leaves worshipping the sun on a new African morning. On the forest floor the sunlight barely filters through. The underworld, a land of trunks and buttresses. They hold up the forest roof and they are its plumbing, pumping nutrients and water to the leaves above. The canopy world is a place of extremes of hot sun and drying winds, fierce and drenching storms. From dry times to wet times the seasons here are more marked. Now is a wet time in Africa’s history and the forest is near its maximum extent. It rains practically everyday. In some places an incredible 10 meters a year. From space the forest night is a display of a thousand tiny flashes each one a storm, hundreds of miles across. The forces of change are relentless. Africa’s climate hasn’t always been as it is today. Through the ages it swung through repeated cycles of wet and dry. The forest has changed too, expanding with the wet years and shrinking back in the dry. Today’s endless green sea is simply a snapshot of an ever changing dynamic place, a pumping green heart at Africa’s center. 
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