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Chapter 8 – Section 1
History and Governments – Africa South of the Sahara


Male Narrator: Pretoria used to be an alien city for black South Africans, the center of Africana Dom and white power. A place to come to protest if you dared, but no longer. Today tens of thousands flock to the hill below the union buildings, while the world’s elite gathered up at the top. Leaders and dignitaries from over a 150 countries; an extraordinary gathering! Everyone from Prince Philip carrying a natty Panama, to Hillary Clinton hidden behind a black and pink hat. U.S. Vice President Al Gore and Fidel Castro, an old hero from the days when the A.N.C. was socialist. All here, for that extraordinary moment when Nelson Mandela took the oath of office to become South Africa’s first black President.
Nelson Mandela: I, Nelson Rolihlahla Mandela, do hereby swear to be faithful to the Republic of South Africa.
Male Narrator: After the real fears of chaos, bloodshed, and even civil war, South Africa has been transformed peacefully into a multiracial democracy. Now the new government needs help, help with investment to rebuild the economy so successfully battered by sanctions. The new president asked the world’s leaders not to forget South Africa.
Nelson Mandela: We trust that you will continue to stand by us as we tackle the challenges of building peace, prosperity, non-sexism, non-racialism and democracy.
Male Narrator: This he promised was to be a new South African.
Nelson Mandela: Never, and never again shall it be that this beautiful land will again experience the oppression of one by another and suffer the indignity of being the skunk of the world.
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