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Chapter 8 – Section 2
Cultures and Lifestyles – Africa South of the Sahara


Male Narrator: This is the story of how a state turned its people into ruthless killers. Here the land was shared between the Hutu majority and the minority Tutsis. They worked and socialized together. There was even some intermarriage between their families. For more than 30 years Tutsis had been an oppressed minority, but they hadn't imagined their own government would try to exterminate them. This Hutu elite, held Rwanda's wealth and power. To keep power it would use the country's history as a weapon. In colonial times Tutsi chiefs were the enforcers for the Belgian rulers.  Though just fifteen percent of the population, they demanded total obedience from the Hutu majority.
Translator: In the past they subjected Hutus to constant beating; they made them farm for them. That is what the Hutus didn't like.

Male Narrator: When Hutus eventually seized power, thousands of Tutsis were massacred. Many more were driven abroad. And Hutu peasants were told that only Hutu dictatorship could prevent a return of Tutsi rule. By early 1994 the state was planning its final answer to the Tutsi problem – extermination. Weapons were given to the militia groups.  Death lists were compiled. Hutus were warned, "Failure to support the Hutu state was betrayal." Orders were relayed to local commanders from the very top of government. By April 1994 Hutu extremists were waiting for an excuse to attack. It came on the 6th of April.
Radio Broadcast: The Presidents of Rwanda and Burundi in Central Africa have been killed in a plane crash.
Male Narrator: The government told Hutus their President had been killed by Tutsis of the RPF.  Fear would now explode into violence. The slaughter began in the capital Kigali. The killers hunted down all Tutsis and politically moderate Hutus. By the end of April nearly half a million people were reported dead in Rwanda. The rate of killing was almost five times faster than the Nazi death camps. Still the world wouldn't act.  In fact, the U.N. force had been scaled down from two and a half thousand to just two hundred and fifty men. This after ten soldiers had been killed by extremists.  Ten years ago, soon after the massacre, I met survivors of Nyarubuye, they knew they had been abandoned by the world. They knew that their own government had tried to destroy them, but they knew also that their neighbors had followed the call of hatred. For survivors, that was the harshest truth of genocide.
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