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Chapter 9 – Section 1
West Africa


Male Speaker: Ghanaians have seen it all, euphoria at independence nearly 50 years ago, then the all too familiar slide into corruption and military rule. But now there is a new energy in the air, there has been a return to democracy, it as if the country has a second chance. (Driving: Can I get through?)  My family first came here in the 60s what better way to see how much has changed than to go back to my old school.
Tell me about this photo, what is that?

We were freedom’s children, the first generation in Africa to be educated under black rule.
Somewhere in here is me.
Yes, well done. He gets the prize.
I had arranged to meet an old classmate Barbara Aukayensu.
Barbara. This is class six.
Female Speaker: How are you?
Male Speaker: Which was our class when we left.
Barbara is now a high court judge, a woman in what used to be a man’s world. I came to England after the country’s first coup. Barbara stayed on. She’s seen the best and the worst. Experiencing the times when the dictators took charge and ruined economies.

You know people talk about it being, the 70s and 80s, as being the lost years and how would you encapsulate that period, what happened to Africa, do you think?
Female Speaker: Instability. I believe that people were frustrated and were looking for ways of making life better and so they would kind of support any system that they were hoping would make life better for them even if (OVERLAPPING) exactly, exactly.
Male Speaker: So have a look at this new generation. Nana Jackson is one of the lucky ones, only about half of Africa’s children go to school today. After school I went to Nana’s home, dad was out at work, her mom Margaret is a management consultant and Nana already knows what she wants.
Male Speaker: Nana, now I know you’re quite grown up, but when you’re completely grow up, do you know what you want to be?
Female Speaker: Yes I do.
Male Speaker: What?
Female Speaker: I want to be a doctor.
Male Speaker: A doctor.
Male Speaker: Like so many in Ghana, Margaret is worried that the world’s leaders will think only of charity for Africa, the continent has already received more aid than any other region.
Male Speaker: Which then do you think is more important, trade or aid?

Male Speaker: Trade, I am worried about world trade. You know, you should teach a man how to fish and not to fish for the person, if you always fish for me and you stop fishing for me, I will be left helpless, but if you teach me how to fish then I can be able to stand on my own feet. I think trade is the key, not aid.

Male Speaker: This is an Africa where people go to work and pay their way, a side to it we rarely see, they are tired of the begging bowl and want a new relationship with the rich world.
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