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Chapter 9 – Section 2
Central and East Africa


Male Narrator:  For hundreds of years the camel caravans of the Tuaric people have crossed the vast expanse of the Sahara. They have headed here for the ancient town of Timbuktu, a trading post and the center of a Fourteenth Century kingdom that once rivaled those of China and India in its splendor. It was the gateway to Africa, the caravans brought salt from the Sahara and took back gold from the interior, gold that would eventually end up as coins in the city states of Genoa and Florence, but history and nature have been less kind to Timbuktu of late.
Every day the Sahara creeps farther south devouring as much as a mile in the space of a year. For those who live here in one of the harshest environments anywhere mere survival takes ingenuity and commitment - qualities all too often forgotten in our tendency to portray Africa in its worst moments. Yanni Dola and her friends belong to the Dogon tribe of central Mali. Each day they carry food and water from communal fields to the cliff top hamlets their forefathers chose for safety. Today she is taking compost for the little garden in which she grows vegetables to supplement the family’s diet. The hamlets seem to grow out of the hill side – a part of the landscape. The women of Gogoli village are no different to hundreds of millions across the continent, where endurance is the bedrock on which communities are built. Yanni told me how she saves millet in her granary for the inevitable times when the rains fail and the crops wither.
So what’s this?
Translator: I grow onions in my garden which I sell at the market so when the harvest is back, I can afford to buy extra millet.
Male Speaker: So it’s important to earn some extra money in the bad times.
Translator: Of course.

Male Speaker: That need for cash in lean years is the basis of an aid program run by a British charity. Ongiba travels from village to village overseeing a low interest credit scheme - an initial loan of just £1,500 has been enough to serve 16 different groups.  Howar Mukhtar is the treasurer for Dian Valley Village. The repaid loans from her group are recycled to others in the area, so all the women in the scheme have a vested interest in making sure it works.
Translator: At first there were problems, as the women didn’t understand the system very well, but once it got going it became automatic, the women could see the advantages of the scheme and would come by themselves after the weekly market to pay back part of their loan.
Male Speaker: The credit scheme is an example of how aid to Africa has changed. The new policy is to shift away from the mega projects that made Africa the biggest recipient of aid, but the one that seem to achieve the least with it.
Male Speaker #2: It aims to initiate projects which are sustainable by the communities even after the project has ended. This is mostly important because if you teach people how to survive on their own then you have them forever where as if you give aid for just a short time when it is finished then the same problem come again. 
Male Speaker: Too often we see only Africa's demons and disasters but for every victim someone somewhere pulls through. The continent successes are many but unnoticed, little victories in remote places.
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