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Chapter 9 – Section 3
Southern Africa


Male Narrator: Because of AIDS, average life expectancy in Swaziland in now thirty-three. So UNICEF has provided information packs to be handed out. A third of adults are thought to be HIV positive. It is as if this country is in a fight to the death.

Female Speaker: It’s not actually only upsetting, but it’s worrisome because if this generation can be wiped out, then we don’t have any children anymore.
Male Speaker: So you need the education?
Female Speaker: They need to know.  At least we should empower them.

Male Speaker: A telling phrase because power does not reside with ordinary Swazis. They live with poverty, starvation and disease.

In to all of this bring a jet, a forty-five million dollar global Express Bombardier, a Canadian plane that’s been ordered for the king. Now that colossal sum means that every single person in this country will pay $50 so their monarch can fly around the world, no wonder some are saying a plane has brought Swaziland to a watershed moment.

This is politics without politicians. The king has started using spin to defend himself.

Male Speaker #2: In the past three, four decades that since we got independence this is only the first time where people have actually come out even in letters to the editor to write open letters to the king and say your majesty, this is wrong. It’s the first time we have seen that and I think it certainly will go down into the annals of Swazi history, that Swazi’s stood up for the first time against their king or against their higher authorities of the country to say we do not want this.

Male Speaker: It was definitely time for us to meet King Mswati III.

We see the story of a jet, a big plane your government is apparently buying for you and when you look at the poverty in Swaziland and the rate of HIV infection as well, it wouldn’t be a surprise would it? If some people thought the jet was a big mistake.
King Mswati: I am sure there will be a lot of people who will have their own different thinking in whatever is happening in our country.
Male Speaker: Do you want the jet?
King Mswati: We should find out from the government if I need a jet.

Male Speaker: But you are the king, you’re the king, you decide, you appoint the Prime Minister, you appoint the Cabinet, they do what you tell them to do, do you want the jet?
King Mswati: I don’t only say this is what I want, they come to me, they give me advice and from their advice I am able to act.

Male Speaker: The king’s supporters pointed the fact the Swaziland is peaceful.  In Africa they say democracy can be destabilizing, and its true there’s calm here but it’s a calm that springs not from satisfaction but from the most profound hardship. The king’s jet is a million miles removed from the lives of Kwandi, (Unintelligible), Ayanda and Becky, siblings who lost their parents to a sickness, code for AIDS. A neighbor Melissa keeps an eye out for them but she has no job and no money.

Female Speaker: They don’t play with others, just the five of them most of the time.  It’s like they are missing something, some one, but no one ever made them talk about it. It’s not developing. The place is not developing.
Male Speaker:  A battery of chickens bought by the church provides eggs for the many orphans of Leyengo. Melissa’s brother helps here. So what does he think about his king and that jet?
Male Speaker #3: It’s not a good thing because most of the people are suffering from HIV, AIDS, hunger and so this money can be used in so many approaches like we can take orphans to school, we can buy them food, we can do income generating purchase in the country rather than buying a jet, I think the king should continue using public jets, I think.
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