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Chapter 10 – Section 2
Climate Regions – South Asia


Male Speaker: Too much water. Teeming with people. Dhaka, the fastest growing city in the world. More crowded every day. Thanks to the thousands of refugees driven out by floods and droughts that beset this land. Like Massima Khatum and her three children, they were flooded out of their old home in the countryside. They found their way here to a hut in a slum.

Translator: Oh God, I was so afraid and my daughters were so afraid they got ill. We couldn’t save anything from our house only our children. My sister left her baby up on the bed. She came back to see the baby was gone. The baby had been washed away and later on we found the body.

Male Speaker: There will be many more stories like Massima’s in future because a new factor is forecast to make life here even worse, climate change.  Emissions from rich nations are predicted to increase flooding and droughts and raise the sea level. The UK government’s commissioned an economist, Nick Stone to calculate the total costs of global warming. He has been advised that in Bangladesh alone it could force tens of millions of people out of their homes by the end of the century.

Male Speaker #2: We are going to see many more climate change refugees if we can use that term now, coming in to Dhaka city and affecting the economy of Bangladesh, but it’s not just a phenomenon that will happen here. It will happen all over the developing world.

Male Speaker: So where do the refugees come from? We traveled up the Brahmaputra River to find out. Polmala Begum’s house on this bank was washed away. Now she’s been forced into a reed hut.

Translator: We had trees and goats everything went there into the river.  We have nothing left. We just have to survive.

Male Speaker: The earth’s over heating wasn’t caused by people like Polmala who are most at risk from it. Homes in Bangladesh produce around 1/10th of the carbon emissions of homes in Europe.

On an island down river they are trying to prevent the poorest of the poor becoming the collateral damage of western lifestyles. UK tax payer’s aid is paying to build platforms to raise people’s homes, but the British government’s economic review has been warned that 50 percent of aid projects like this could be compromised by problems related to global warming.

Back to Dhaka, where Bangladeshi ministers are increasingly angry about the lack of international action on cutting green house gases.

 Male Speaker #3: Our people will be jobless, our people will be homeless, our people will lose their houses, everything without any reason. We are not responsible for them.

Male Speaker: The Stone review will say rich nations have to do far more to help poor countries like Bangladesh coping with problems like this that they haven’t caused, I understand it’ll go further and urge rich nations to cut green house gas emissions now to stop climate change spiraling completely out of control.
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