Chapter 11 – Section 1
History and Governments – South Asia


Male Narrator: What happened to a peaceful demonstration in Amritsar was to become legendary in the story of Indian nationalism. At the end of this lane, an enclosed space often served as a meeting place.

Male Speaker #1: On Sunday April 13th, Brigadier General Dyer marched with his armed force through the tortuous, torrid streets and mazy lanes of Amritsar. He ordered the troops to fire upon the seething mass of humanity gathered for a peaceful meeting.

Male Narrator: Hundreds of defenseless Indians died, unable to flee from the British bullets. For Jawaharlal, it was a watershed. He put his old life behind him.

Nan Pandit: The urge to go out and strike a blow for India, do something in a new way in this nonviolent way appealed terrifically to my brother as it must have done to a lot of other young men and suddenly life in Anand Bhavan and all that it had meant became meaningless and in fact terribly superficial.

Male Narrator: Jawaharlal’s father Motilal had long played a key role in the Indian National Congress until now a polite body of the anglicized Indian elite which had no real aspirations to independence, they trusted the British. But Gandhi’s nonviolence and the slaughter at Amritsar converted congress into an all Indian freedom movement and re-clothed the Nehru’s, father and son in both thought and dress. Jawaharlal was the first to fall under Gandhi’s spell.

B.K. Nehru: His dress changed, his food changed, his language changed, everything changed then his father who was much more conservative really than he was, he changed along with him so that all the beautiful clothes that they all had made by Henry Poole one of Kings tailors in London were all burnt and replaced by village made handspun, hand-woven, thick, uncomfortable khaddar.

Male Narrator: Gandhi urged his followers to embrace poverty, but Jawaharlal knew nothing of this India. India’s 250 million people were an uneasy mix of the fabulously rich and the desperately poor of many faiths and even more languages. Jawaharlal made a lifelong commitment to them.

Male Speaker #2: I was filled with shame and sorrow, shame at my own easygoing and comfortable life, sorrow at the degradation and overwhelming poverty of India.  Their faith in us, casual visitors from the distant city, embarrassed me and filled me with a new responsibility that frightened me.
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